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O Mmvoloyikog > Uvdeapog Kumpou elvat o 1o 6pactplog pn
KUBEPVNTIKOG OPYAVIOHOG TIOU €pYACETAL YA TNV TTPOCTACA TwV
TIOLALWY ™G KUTTPOU, TwV BLOTOTIWY TOUG Kal TNG BLOTTOKIAOTNTAG
yevikotepa. Euxaplotoupe Bepua tov Kov A. 1. AgBevm, To 16pupa
Al AeBévm kat to BirdLife oto Hvwpévo Baoiielo (RSPB) yia
oM PEN TOUG.

BirdLife Cyprus is the most active non-governmental organization
working to conserve wild birds and their habitats and wider
biodiversity in Cyprus. The organisation is the national Partner of
BirdLife International. We are grateful for continued funding from
Mr A.P. Leventis, the A.G. Leventis Foundation and the RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK).
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Mnvupa ano tov MNpogdpo
TOU ALOIKNTIKOU 2ZUMBouliou

Message from the
Council Charrman

Ayarmntd e,

Kabwg yphpw autd To unvupua, eEakoAouBoUiE va ellacTe
KAELOLLEVOL OTa OTt(TIa pag e€attiag g mavénuiag tou
COVID-19, yU auto Kal ol TIPWTEG LLOU OKEWELS ApopolyV oTnV
QAVAYKN VA TIEPLOPLIOTOUIE KAl VA AITO@UYOULE TIC eE0PUNOELS YIa
TITNVOTIAPATT)PNON, TIPOKELEVOU VA TTIAPAUEIVOUE ATPAE(C.

Eropévwe, B w va eAmtidw mwg auTn elval ia KaAn oTiyun yla
Va 0AG TAPOUCLIACOULE TO TIEPLOSIKO LIAG OTN VEA TOU LLOp®N

- YlQ VA OTPAPEL N TPOCOXN AG KAl KATIOU AANOU TWPA TTOU
BplokopaoTe «KAEOWUEVOL OTO OTTIT. [pOKELTAL Vi €va TEUX0G
QTTOKAELOTIKA APLEPWILEVO OTO TILO QTTEIAOULLEVO APTTIAKTIKO [AG,
Tov MNupodypou Uma, Kat 0TV TTPOoTIABELd UAG VA TOV OWOOULLE
HEOW EVOC VEOU TIPOYPALLLLATOC TTOU CUYXPNUATOSOTETAl Ao
1o poypapua LIFE, To xpnuatodotiko epyaieio tng EE yia to
TEEPIBANAOV.

EAntidw oTL Ba 0ag ap€oel To aAVavewUEVO TIAPOUCLAOTIKO

TOU TIEPLOSIKOU AG. 2TOX0G A elval va TEPINAUBAVOULE
TEPLOOOTEPA: TIEPLOTOTEPA VLA TA TIOUAL, YIa TN (pUOT KAl YL TIG
TIPOOTIABELEC ag va TNV TtpooTtaTevooupe. Onwg Ba MPooEEeTe,
€XOULE eTtNEEEL va TTapoualaloupe Ta apbpa e TIG SU0 YAWOOEG
StmAa dirmha. To meplodiko Ba exkdideTal TAEoV SUO (POPEG TOV
XPOvo, avti kaBe Tplunvo, £T0L WOTE VA £XOULLE TNV EUKALPla va
€URABUVOULE AKOLN TIEPLOCOTEPO O€ ONIAVTIKA BEuaTa.

Kat Tt Ka\UTEPOG TPOTTIOC YIA VA «EYKAWIATOULE» TO VEO UAG
TIEPLOBIKO ATTO TO VA APLEPWOOULLE TO TTPWTO TELXOG OTO
TIOAU avayKailo Kal cUVAPTIAOTIKO EYXEIPMNILA VA GWOOUE TOV
MU pag armo to ¥ethog ™MQ efapavionc. XTig oeAldeg mou
akoAouBoUv, Urmopeite va SlaBACETE MEPLOCOTEPA YIA TOV
Mupodypou MUTa Kal TNV TETPAETT) LLAG TPOOTIABELd VI TN
SlAowWoN ToU, KPATWVTAG OUVALA TNV UTTABPO Lag eAeUBePN
ano SnANTnplacuEva SoAwUaTa.

Akopa Bupdpual Ty emoxn mou ol MUTeg nTav éva kovo Beaua
omV LTTABPO pag. EATdw Kal TTPOOPRAETW 0T OTLYUN TTou Ba
yivouv kat taAL To poypauua «Zwr) e Toug MUmES» amooKoTel
OTO Va EMAVAPEPEL TOUG KABAPLOTEG TNG PUONG OTNV TIAALA
TOUG HOEA, £TOL WOTE VA WTOPOUV VA (PEPVOUV ELG TTEPAC KAl TIAAL
QUTY TNV TTOAUTILN OIKOOUOTN KT Urtnpeata. Me tnv ouada

Tou mpoypappatog (Yrinpeola Onpag kat Mavidag, Vulture
Conservation Foundation, Terra Cypria Kl 1AC) Kal e TV
UTTOOTNPLEN ONUAVTIKWY EUTTAEKOUEVWY (POPEWY, OTIWG TO TMUA
Aaowv, ol Kmviatpikeg Yrmpeolieg, to levikod Xnueio Tou Kpatoug
Kal AAAOL €xoule KaBe AOYo va elpacte atolovdolol 6Tt Ba ta
KATAPEPOULLE.

Ma pa {wn Ue Toug YUTeg!

Me TIG KAAUTEPEG LIOU EUXEG,
MeAng Xapahaumidong

Dear members,

As | write this, we are still in “lockdown” due to the COVID-19
pandemic, so my first thoughts are on the need for us all to
stick to restrictions and forego birdwatching trips, in order to
stay safe.

So this is a good time, | hope, to be launching our magazine
in its new format - with a “bumper” issue to entertain and
absorb you in these ‘stuck at home’ times. It is an issue
dedicated to our most threatened raptor, the majestic Griffon
Vulture Gyps fulvus, and to our LIFE-funded effort to save it!

I hope you will like the re-vamped version of our magazine.
Our aim is to include more: more on birds, more on nature
and more on our efforts to save both. We have also gone

for a new ‘side-by-side’ Greek and English text format. The
magazine will now come out twice a year rather than on a
quarterly basis, in a bid to allow the editorial team and our
contributors a chance to “go deeper” and give you even more
by way of in-depth content.

And what better way to kick-off this new phase for our
flagship news publication than by focusing on a very
necessary and very exciting effort to bring our Griffon
Vultures back from the brink? In the pages that follow you
can read all about the Griffon Vulture and our 4-year effort to
save this exceptional bird, while also ridding our countryside
of the scourge of illegal poison baits.

| can still remember the days when Griffon Vultures were a
common sight in our countryside; | hope for and look forward
to a time when they will be once more. Restoring these
“‘garbage disposal experts” to their former glory and to a point
where they can fulfill this vital ecosystem service is what
LIFE with Vultures project is all about. With the project team
we have put together (Game and Fauna Service, the Vulture
Conservation Foundation, Terra Cypria and us), and with

the support of key stakeholders, such as the Department of
Forests, the State Laboratory and the Veterinary Services, we
have every reason to be hopeful we can do it.

Go LIFE with Vultures!

With my best wishes,
Melis Charalambides

dwtoypapia tou Tevxoug

Photo of the Issue
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To Beapa evog MNUma oTo KEVTPO TNG TTOANG WTOPEL VA EVTUTIWOLACEL AAAA KAl va avnouxNoeL. Tov epacuevo AekeBpLo,

N Ne@éAn, o veapog Mumag o ormolog elxe dtaocwBel amod tov KoAmo Emokormg, akoAouBnaoe Lia acuvnBlot mopela kat
TIPOOYELWONKE 0TOUG YNAOUG EVKAAUTTTOUC YUPW ard Tov ZwWOoAOYIKO Knrto Aepecou. Ma Tpelg LEPES, N OAda TOU TTPOYPAUATOC
«Zwn e Toug MUmee» NTav o€ TTIANEN ETIPUAAKT), OL TTEPACTIKOL TTapatnpovoay pe amopla, evw uia opdda Kopddvwy wg yvwoTtd
XWPOKTNTIKA (6N £0et(vaV CUVEXWS TNV EVOXANOY) TOUG Artd MV «EGROAT» ™G NEQEANG 0TV TEPLOXN Toug. [1pog avakou@on
OAWV, TNV TPl pEpa N Ne@EAN arto@Acios va ETIOTPEWPEL OTO PUOIKO TNG TIEPPBAAAOV. AV Kal OeV TTOPOUKE VA EEPOULIE LIE
OlyoupLd Toug AGYoUG Tiiow armd TNV TTEPUTETELA TNG, TO VEAPO TNG NAIKIAG Kal N amelpia ™g lowg va enagav poAo. Eutuxwg,
€KTOTE, N NE@EAN LEVEL LAKPLA QTTO KEVTPA TIOAEWV.

The sight of a Griffon Vulture in the city centre can leave one amazed, but also very worried. Last December, Nepheli, the young
Griffon Vulture that was stranded and rescued at Episkopi Bay, chose an unusual route and perched on the tall eucalyptus trees
around Limassol Zoo. For three days, the LIFE with Vultures project team was alert and guarded the bird on the ground, while
passersby looked on in puzzlement, their attention drawn upwards by the loud calls of a group of annoyed Hooded Crows. On the
third day, to everyone’s relief, Nepheli returned to her natural habitat. It's difficult to say why Nepheli ended up in the city. Perhaps
due to inexperience, she became disorientated and as it was getting dark she was attracted by the green vegetation of the Limassol
Zoo. Thankfully, since then, Nepheli has been keeping away from city centres.

Av BENETE KL £0€E(G VA LOLPACTEITE TIG PWTOYPAWPIEG TAG TTOU OXETI{OVTAL E TNV KUTTPLAKY) (pUOT), WTOPEITE va Hag TiG oteileTe oto elena.markitani@birdlifecyprus.org.cy
Got any interesting bird and nature photos from Cyprus that you would like to share with us? Please send them to elena.markitani@birdlifecyprus.org.cy
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O lNMupoxpoug Ninag
The Gniffon Vulture

‘EAeva Mapkitavn, YrieuBuvn Erikovwviag
Elena Markitani, Communications Officer

O unépoyog Mupdxpoug Mumag Gyps fulvus elval To
povadiko €dog MNuma mou artavta otnv Kumpo, Kat to
TIO KOWO artd Ta Téooepa €dn yura mmou araviovv
omv Eupwrm.

Q¢ mTwpatopayo (wo, o Mupdxpouc Mumag, Orwg

Kall OAa Tal €6N YUTTa, 8IKEVETAL OTNV KATAVAAWON
Koupaplwyv (Wwv. Tpgpetal pe Po@iia KINVOTPOPIKWY
{wwv peoatou 1 peyaiou peyeboug, Le Wlaitepn
TPOTIUNON OTa aAaka pépn tou {Wwou, OTIwe oL

UUEC, Ta OTTAGYVA KAl Ta eVTOoBLa. Xapn aToV UakpU
Ao Tou, o Mupdxpouc MNimag pnopst va dleladuoel
QPKETA BabLd LETa OTO OWUA EVOC VEKPOU (WOoU XWPIG
EUTTOBLAL TO YULVO KEPAAL TOU QITOTEAEL EEEAIKTIKY)
TIPOOAPOYY) OTLC SLATPOPIKESG TOU CUVNBELES, KABWC
OTOLadNTTOTE (PTEPA OTO KEPAAL Oa KATAOTPEPOVTIAV
oTav Ta MoUALA £Badav To KEPAAL TOUG PEoa O€
Woopiua. To efalpeTikd SLIaBpwTIKO 0&U TOU OTOUAXIOU
TOU TOV TTPOCTATEVEL O €TUKIVOUVES BAKTNPIOIAKES
Q0BEVELES, OTIWG N XOAEPQ Kal 0 AvOpakac.
Katavaiwvovtag Aoutov Ta pogiuia, eGaleipel
Bakmmpla kal GAAoug TaBoyovoug opyavicpoug ou Ba
Nrav erukivéuva ya aiia {wa, kabapilovtag €Tol
LOMN UETA TOV Bavarto.

O Mupoxpouc MNimag eivat ToAU KoWwVIKOG o oUYKPLoN
HE GAAa et yuma. Ma va Bpet eaynto, dnuoupyet
OMAdES e AANOUG YUTTEG, OL oTToloL cuvepyaldovTal
KAAUTTTOVTAC MEYAAEG QTTOOTACELC UAKPLA amd Ty
arTolkia Toug, PAXVOoVTAG AVOLXTESG TIEPLOXES EVOEAEXWG.
>N PWOUEVOG OTNV LOXUPT) TOU 0paocn 1) Bact{OueVoC
OTIG KIVNOELG AAAWY TIOUALWV (TT.X. KOPAKOELST)), TTIOU
TpEPovTal eTiong Ue vekpd (wa, evtortiel opia
TPV TN oNUm, TPAYUA IBLATEPA WPENLO ELOIKA O
XWPEC e (E0TO KALLQ, OTTOU TA VEKPA (WA ATTOTEAOUV
€0Tleq LOAUVONC. ZUVNOWS OLWCE, OL YUTIEC YWwpilouv
€€apXNG O€ TIOL0 ONEL0 WTOPOUV va Bpouv @aynTo,

yU aUTO KAl ETILOKETTTOVTAL OXEOOV KABNUEPLVA TIC (BLEQ
TIEPLOXEC (M. TAIOTPEG 1) XWPOUG ATOPPUPNG VEKPWY
{wwyv, orou autol urtapyouv). Otav evtomnicouy eaynTo

The magnificent Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus is the only
vulture species found in Cyprus, and the most common
of the four vulture species found in Europe.

As a scavenger, the Griffon Vulture feeds on medium to
large size animal carcasses, with a particular preference
for the soft parts of the animal, such as the muscles, the
viscera and the intestines. Thanks to its long neck, it can
penetrate deep into the body of a dead animal without
obstacles. Its bare head is an evolutionary adaptation

to its eating habits, as any long feathers on the head
would be destroyed when the bird puts its head inside
a carcass. The extremely corrosive acid in a vulture’s
stomach protects it from dangerous bacterial diseases,
such as cholera and anthrax. By consuming carrion,
vultures eliminate bacteria and other pathogens that
would be dangerous to other animals.

The Griffon Vulture is a very social species compared
to other vulture species. To find food, they form groups
with other vultures, working together and covering
long distances away from their colony, searching
thoroughly above open areas. Based on their strong
vision or on the movements of other scavenger birds
(e.g. crows), they detect prey before it rots, which is
particularly useful especially in countries with warm
climates, where dead animals are a source of infection.
Usually, however, vultures know in advance where
they can find food, so they visit the same areas almost
daily (e.g. vulture “restaurants” or dead animal disposal
areas, where these exist). When they find food, they
will approach cautiously and carefully. For their water
needs, they will use fresh water springs and rivers.

A group of 60-80 vultures can consume a sheep carcass
within five to ten minutes or a larger animal such as a
cow within three to four hours. In such cases, when
many vultures gather around a carcass, competition for
food is fierce. It may seem like a wild fight, but there is,
in fact, a hierarchy in the way that each vulture gains

To yvwpilars;

Ot yurteg a@odelouyv mavw ota 1Todla Toug
yla va dpoaoilovrtat katd TIG (E0TEG UEPEG.
AuTO oKOTWVEL £MTioNG OTTOLAdNTTOTE
Baktmpla rtou prtopel va palepav

otav Nrav kovta os YPo@ipua.

Did you know?

Vultures deliberately foul on their
legs to cool off on hot days.

The urea also helps kill

any bacteria or parasites

they may have picked

up when they were

around carcasses.

£ Guy Shorrock

© Bruno Berthemy:/ VCF




Ba nmpooeyyloouv delAA KAl TIPOOEKTIKA. [la TIC avAayKeg
TOUG O€ VEPO XPNOLLLOTIOOUV TINYEG KAl TIOTALOUG UE
KaBapo vePo.

Mia opdda artd 60-80 yUreg wmopel va Katavahwaoel
EVa KOUPAPL TIPOPRATOU ETA OE TIEVTE PIE OEKA AETTTA
T VA LEYAAUTEPO (WO OTIWE LA ayeAdda oe TPELC

UE TEOOEPIC WPEG. 2€ TETOLEC TIEPUTTWOELS, OTAV
padevovtal ToAAol YUTTEG YUpw artd eva Pooiil,

0 QAVTAYWVIOLOG VI Tpo®N €lval €vtovoc. Mropet

va eatvetal oav ayplog Kapyag, aAAd kat akpifela
UTTAPXEL lEpapXla aToV TPOTTO TToU 0 KABe yumag
QITOKTA TTPOCRaon OTo eaynTo, BACIOLEVT OTO TIOCO
TIEWAEL OTO EYEOOC TOU KAl OTNV KATATAEY) TOU PEoa
otV ayean.

To €(dog dev £xel PUAETIKO SLLOPPLOMO, dNAASN Kal

Ta Vo LA Lolalouy Bla. Ta dtopa apxilouv va
QAVATTAPAYOVTAL LETA TA TEOOEPA-TIEVTE XPOVLA KAl

N AVaITapaywytkn nepiodog Eekiva cuvnOwe Tov
AEKELPPLO UE TNV KATACKELT) TNG PWALAG OE YKPEUO.
KaBe Ceuydpl yevva €va auyo, To omolo enwdalouv kal
Ta Suo PUAa arhadovtag Bapdla dUO POPEC TNV NUEPA,
AAAA KUplwg To BNAUKO, Yia rtepimou 50 uépeg. Meéxptl
TO VEQpO VA UTTOPETEL VA TTETALEL, TTEPVOLV Ttepimou 3-4
UNVEG, KaTA TOoUg ortoloug kal Ta dUo UAC (pPEPVOUV
TPO®T) 0N PWALA.

Ta veapd, HEXPL VA PTACOULY OTO 50 £€T0¢ TG {WNQ
TOUC Kal va evnAIKIwBoUy, unopst va meputhavnBolv
HOVA TOUG KAAUTITOVTAG QPKETA LLEYAAEC ATOOTAOELG.
Katd Tig mepumhavnoelg auTeg, Lmopel va ¢pbdoouv os
TIEPLOXEC LLE N EUVOIKEG CUVONKEG, TIPAYA TTOU UTTOPEL
va elval e7tkivouvo yla autd eAAelpel epmelplag kat
eNelPel AAAWV yuTtwyv oV Tteploxn. MNpokettal yia pia
Kplown meplodo ot dwn Twv YUnwy, agol YUpw OTo
70% ¢ BvnoomTac Tou eidoucg eprintel peoa oe
QUTO TO SlACTNUA.

>V Eupwrn, o avarmapaywytkog mANBuouog Tou
Mupdxpou MNuma kupaivetal petagy 19.000 kat 21.000
Cevyaplwy, pe mepimou 17.500 Ceuydpla omy lomavia.
MapoAn v oupdvia ePBANTIKOTNTA TOUC TTOU
ouvaprtalel XIMASEC pUAOLOSIPES KAl PWTOYPAPOUG
ayplag (wng o€ VA0 ToV KOGUO, Ol YUTTEC, SUOTUXWYC,
elval mapefnynueEva MAGoaTa. TN Adikr) KOUAToUpa
(PEPOLV TOV OTEPEOTUTTIKO POAO TOU «KAKOU» KAl
TIapouoLadovTal CUXVA WG ATTEIANTIKOL Kat voonpol.
Etvat Aoyiko ol Slatpo@IKES TOUC CUVNOELEG KAL M

(0WG OXL KAl TOOO XAPITWLLEVT 0N Toug va anmwBel
Karoloug. Katd nmapddoo Tporo Opwg, elval auTeg

oL SLATPOPIKES TOUC CUVNBELEG TTOU TOUG KABLoTOUV
QAVATTOOTIAOTO KOLUATL TOU OlKOCUOTHATOC. H Tuxov
QTTWAELA TOUG Ba EXEL APVNTIKEG EMUTTWOELG 0N SIKN
UaG Uyela kat eunpepla. XTI oeAideC Tou akohouBoUv
Wtopelte va SlaBACETE yla TN oNUAcia TwY YUTTWV Kal
TIG OIKOOUOTNLUKEG UTINPECIEG TTIOU TTIAPEXOLV.

access to food, based on hunger levels, size and rank
within the colony.

Individuals begin to reproduce after four to five years,
and the breeding season usually begins in December
when the pair begins constructing their nest on a cliff.
Each pair lays an egg, which is incubated by both sexes
(but mostly by the female), changing shifts twice a day,
for about 50 days. It takes about 3-4 months before the
chick can fly, with both parents feeding the chick during
the time in the nest. In captivity, the Griffon Vulture
may live up to 37 years.

Until they reach adulthood in the 4th or 5th year of
their life, juveniles may wander alone covering quite
long distances. During these wanderings, they may
reach areas with unfavorable conditions, which can
be dangerous for them due to inexperience and lack
of other vultures in the area. This is a critical time in
the life of a vulture, and around 70% of the species’
mortality falls within this period.

In Europe, the breeding population of Griffon Vultures
ranges from 12,000 to 21,000 pairs, of which

around 17,500 pairs are found in Spain alone. The
sight of these majestic birds fascinates thousands of
nature lovers and wildlife photographers around the
world. Despite their magnificence, vultures are very
misunderstood and are often stereotyped in popular
culture as sinister or morbid. It is understandable how
their diet and their not-so-cute appearance may be
repelling to some. Paradoxically, and thanks to their
unique eating habits, vultures are nature’s clean-up
crew, providing critically important ecosystem services
by cleaning up after death and acting as natural carcass
recyclers. Losing vultures will have negative implications
for our own health and well-being. In the following
pages, you can read much more about the importance
of vultures and the ecosystem services they provide.

© Bruno Berthemy / VCI

OKOOUGTNMIKEG
UTTNPECLEG:
TumpoapEpouv ol
YUTTEC O€ EQAC KAl TO
TiEpBaiAov;

Mavpoyurag / Ciﬁereous Vulture © Bruno Berthemy._/i:;\/CF

Ecosystem

service provision:
What do vultures

do for us and our
enuvironment?

Louis Phipps, Vulture Conservation Foundation

Tt elval ol OIKOCUCTNUIKEG UTTNPECLEG KAl TTWG KA TIG
TIAPEXOUV TA TIOUALQ;

Ol 0IKOOUOTNIKEG UTNPEoieg, cupwva Ue TNV Kown
Alebvn Ta&vounon OKooUSTNUKWY YIMPETLWY
(CICES) tou Eupwrdikot Opyaviouou MeplBaihovTtog,
elval n cUPBOAY) TWV OKOCUOTNUATWY (BnAadn Twv
{WVTAVWY CUCTNUATWY) TNV avOpWrTvn eunuepia.
OuolaoTIKA, UTTooTNPIOLY AUECA 1) EUEOT TNV
emBiwon kal v moldmta {WN¢ Kag.

Yrdpxouv TPELC KUPLOL TUTTOL OLKOOUOTINIUKWY
UTINPECLWV:

O urnpeoieg mapoxng LECA Ao TG OTOLEG
ATOAQUBAVOUE ayaBd OTIWE TPOPLUA, KaBapd VePO,

EUNELQ, UPAVTIKEG (VEG, YEVETIKOUC TTOPOUG KAl (PAPLAKA.

O unnpeoieg puBIONG Kat SlatrPNoMG Ol O7oLEg
puBLloLV TO KALLA, TOUG PUOLIKOUG KIVOUVOUG, Ta
0data, Ta AOPANTA, KAl TIAPEXOUV OPEAT OTTWG T
€T1IKOVIaON 1) 0 €AEYX0G BAABEPWY OPYAVIOWV.

OL TTOALTIOTIKEG UTINPEGLEG TTOU TIEPINALBAVOUY OQEAN
TIOU CUUBAAAOUY OTNV TIVEVUATIKN EUNUEPLa Kal
AVATTTUEN TWV AVOPWTTWY, OTTWE N PUOCLKT] OOP@LA Kal
n avauyn.

What are ecosystem services and how do birds
provide them?

Ecosystem services are defined as the contributions
that ecosystems (i.e. living systems) make to human
well-being, according to the European Environment
Agency’s Common International Classification of
Ecosystem Services (CICES). Essentially, they directly
or indirectly support our survival and quality of life.

There are three main types of ecosystem service:
Provisioning services are the products obtained from
ecosystems such as food, fresh water, wood, fibre,
genetic resources and medicines.

Regulating and maintaining services are defined as the
benefits obtained from the regulation and maintenance
of ecosystem processes such as climate regulation,
natural hazard regulation, water purification and waste
management, pollination or pest control.

Cultural services include non-material benefits that
people obtain from ecosystems such as spiritual
enrichment, intellectual development, recreation and
aesthetic values.
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Ol OIKOOUOTNUKES UTNPEOLES TTOU TTAPEXOLV TA

TIOUALA TTIPOKUTITOUV Qo TIC AELTOUPYIEG TOUC HETA

0TO olkooLoTNHa. OvTag oAU KIVNTIKA, TA TIOUALA
elval (kava va avtamokplBouy ag OTIolEGSNTTOTE
aAayeg 0N dlaBeodTNTA BACIKWY TTIOPWY, OTIWS TA
TPOMA Kal oL BléTorol. AUTr) 1) KVNTIKOTNTA, 1) TTOLKIAN
LOP@OAOYLA Kal 1 OIKOAOYIA TOUG, ETUTPETEL OTA TTOUALA
va (OLV 0€ OAEG TIC NTElpoUC, aAvalnNTWVTAS TPOWPT) O
¥epaaia, vdativa, Bardaoaola kat evagpla eplBariovta,
dadpapatidovag €ToL onuavTikd pOAO 0Tn dlatrnpnon
NG AELTOUPYLAG TWV OLKOCUOTNUATWY 08 OAO TOV
KOOUO. MEow Tou POAOU TOUG O€ SLAPOPETIKA

entmeda oLVOETWY MAEYLATWY TPOPNG, TA TTIOUALA
SLEKTTEPALWVOUY TIOANEC ONLAVTIKEC OIKOOUOTNLUKES
Aettoupyleg. Otav oL Aeltoupyleg auTeéC wpeholv

TOV AVOPWITO, TA TTOUALA TTAPEXOUY OLKOOUOTNIUKES
urmpeolec.

MapadelyaTa «AuUecwy» OIKOOUOTNIUKWY UTTNPECIWV
1) UTNPECLWY TTAPOXNC TTOU
niapexovIal anod ta aypla
TIOLALA TTEPIAABAVOUY T
XP1ON TTOUTTIOUAWY TTATTLAG

Yo LOVWOoN 0€ OaKAKLa Kat
UTTVOOOKOUC, TNV aflomolnon
TWV TTEPITTWHATWY
BalaccomovAlwy yla Almaocua
Kabwg kal T Br)peuon
TIOUALWV VLA KATAVAAWON

arto TOV AvOpwWITo.

‘OooV APopPa TIC TIOATIOTIKEG
UIMPEOieC, oL AvBpWTTOL KAl Ta
TIOUALA £X0UV LULaL TIOAUXpOVN
Oxéon, N orola paptupeltat
arto {WYPAPLES O€ OTMALES KAl
arto ToLXOYPAMileg apyalwy
TIONTIoPWY. EmumpooBeta, ta mouAld amoteAoly cuxva
oLPBoAa Kal €x0UV ONUAVTIKY) B€on ot pubBoioyia kat
™ Bpnokeia yla MToAANOUC SLaPOPETIKOUC TTIOATIOUOUC.

Mia arto TIG ONUAVTIKOTEPES TTOAITIOTIKES UTTNPECLEC
TIOU TIAPEXOUV TA TTOUALG 0T oUYXPOVN ETTOXN
oxetideTal pe v avauyn Kat Tov TOUPLoHO, Kal
EOIKA [LE TNV TTTNVOTIAPATNENON, LU AVEPXOUEVN
€VaoXOANoN o€ OAO TOV KOOUO. H mmvonapathpnon
elvat pua dtebvng Blopnyavia mou Wtopel va amoTeAEoel
ONUAVTIKT) TINYY) €000WV UECTW TNG €kOOONG Kal
TIWANONG OXETIKWVY BBALWY, TNG ArmaoxOAnong
VTIOTILWY EEVAYWVY Kal OAWY TWV Spa0TNPLOTATWY TTOU
oxeTilovTal UE TOV TOTIKO Kal TTAYKOOULO OIKOTOUPIOUO.
Ta €00da amd TNV MTNVONAPATHPENOoN ITOPOUV

OUXVA Va UrtepPoUV AANEC TOTTIKES Blopnxavieg mou
Baoilovtal g pualkoug mopoud. Ma mapddetya,

€xel armodelyOet otL ot 14.000 mmmVonapaTnENTES

TIOU ETUOKETTTOVTAL KABOE ¥povo To daoog Biatowieza
omvV lNohwvia damavolv 66% meplocdTepA Ao TOUG
AANOUC ETILOKETITEC, TTAPAEVOUV YIA LEYAAUTEPO

The ecosystem services provided by birds arise from
their ecosystem functions. Their ability to fly makes
birds highly mobile and able to respond to changes in
the availability of essential resources such as food and
habitats. This mobility and their diverse morphology and
ecology means that birds live on all continents, foraging
in terrestrial, aquatic, marine and aerial environments,
and therefore play important roles in maintaining
ecosystem function throughout the world. Through
their roles at different levels of complex food-webs
birds therefore provide many important ecosystem
functions. When those functions benefit humans, birds
provide ecosystem services.

Examples of “direct” or provisioning ecosystem services
provided by wild birds include the use of “eider down”
for insulation in jackets and sleeping bags; seabird
“guano” (excrement) for fertiliser; and the harvesting of
puffins in Iceland, sooty shearwaters in New Zealand
or game birds in central

furaetog / Bearded Vulture © Hansruedi Weyrich / VCF and southern Europe for

human consumption.

In terms of cultural
services, humans and
birds have a long history
of interactions dating
back thousands of years,
as evidenced by cave
paintings and murals
created by ancient
civilizations. Birds often
have symbolic values
and important roles in
mythology and religion for
many different cultures.

One of the most important cultural services provided
by birds in modern times comes in the form of
recreation and tourism, especially the growing pastime
of birdwatching. Birdwatching is an international
industry that can be a significant source of income
through the publication and sale of bird guide books,
the employment of local guides, and all of the activities
associated with local and global ecotourism. The
income from birdwatching can often exceed other local
industries that rely on natural resources. For example, it
has been shown that the 14,000 bird-watchers visiting
the Biatowieza Forest in Poland each year spend 66%
more than other visitors, spend longer in the area and
generate US$ 2.2 million of local income, which is in
stark contrast to the loss-making forestry industry.

The majority of the ecosystem services provided by
birds are in the regulating and maintaining category,
with the most well-known and widely-studied being
pollination, seed dispersal and plant dispersal, all of
which are vital to maintaining ecosystem processes

XPOVIKO SlA0TNHA OTNV TIEPLOXY KAl ATTOPEPOLY £€000a
™G TAENC TWV 2,2 eKATOMUUPLWY doAapiwv oy
TIEPLOXY), TIPAYLCL TTOU EQXETAL O TTANPEN avTiBeon Le
™ noyova daatkn Blopnxavia. 2nuUavTiko ivat

TO YEYOVOG OTL TA €L0OSTLATA TTOU TIPOEPXOVTAL QIO
TOV OIKOTOUPLOMO UITOPOUV va emevoubouly Eavd oe
ouvagelg dpAceLg yla ™ dlatnpenon g euong kat kat’
ETIEKTAON TNV TAPOXY) TIEPLOCOTEPWY OLKOTUOTNIUKWY
UTTNPECLWV.

H mAelovoTNTA TWV OIKOCUOTNIUKWY UTTNPECIWY

TIOU TTAPEXOVTAL AT TA TIOUALA EVTACOOVTAL 0TV
Kamyopia puBIoNG Kat Slatrpnong, Le TIG TTo
YVWOTEG KAl EUPEWS EAETNOElOEC TNV eTTKoviaon

Kal TN SLaoTIopd OTIOPWY KAl (PUTWYV, Ol OTToleg lvat
{WTIKNC onuaotag ya ) dlatrpnon twv dladKaolwy
TOU OWKOOUOTNMATOC KAl KAT' €TEKTAON TNV TTPowonon
NG BLOTTOKIANOTNTAG TTIOU WPEAEL TNV avBpwrtvn

vyela. Eva koo mapddetypa Tou TPOTouU UE ToV

070(0 TA TTOUALA UTTOPOUV VA TTAPEXOLV LA UTINPEDLA
PUBLILONC OTOV AVOPWTTO, UE TUVAPT] OLKOVOLLKA
OPENT, ATTOPPEEL ATTO TOV OLKOAOYIKO TOUG POAO WG
KATAVAAWTEC ETURAABWY OPYAVIOUWY YIA TIG YEWPYLIKES
KAANEPYELEC. 2TO lopanA, n xpnomn TEXVNTWY QWALWY
evioxuoe Tov MANBUOLO TwV ABPWITOTMOUAAWY KAl TWV
Kitondwv Kovta o€ aypoTIKAa TEUAXLA, YEYOVOC TTOU
elwoe Toug TANBUOOUG TPWKTIKWY TTIOU SLAPOPETIKA
Ba KatavaAwvay KAAAEPYELEG OTTWCS TA TPLPUAALAL.
AUTO OxL LOVO evioyuoe Ta KEPSN AOYW AUENUEVWY
ATTOSO0EWY, AANA LEIWOE, EMIONC, TO OIKOVOLKO
KOOTOC Kal TNV TTEPIRAANOVTIKT] LOAUVON, eEalelpovTag
NV AVAyKN XPNong TPWKTIKOKTOVWY. Mia Tétola
npoondBela mpaypatoroterat kat otny Kumpo ard tov
[1TnVOAOYIKO.

The income from birdwatching

can often exceed other local
industries that rely on natural
resources. 99

[umtaetog / Bearded Vulture
© Hansruedi Weyrich / VCF

and ultimately promoting biodiversity and benefitting
human health. One clear example of how birds can
provide a regulating service to humans, with associated
economic benefits, is derived from their ecological

role as consumers of pest species which can damage
agricultural crops. In Israel, the use of artificial nest
boxes boosted the population of Barn Owls and
Kestrels close to agricultural fields which reduced
populations of rodents which would otherwise consume
crops such as Lucerne. This not only boosted profits
through increased yields, it also reduced economic costs
and environmental contamination by eliminating the
need to use rodenticides (rodent poison). These efforts
are currently being replicated in Cyprus.

It is becoming more widely acknowledged that one of
the most critical roles of birds in stabilizing food webs
in ecosystems, and thus providing important ecosystem
services to humans, is derived from their role as
scavengers, and vultures are among the most efficient
scavengers of them all.

What ecosystem services do vultures provide, and why
do we need them?

Obligate scavengers (i.e. those that survive solely
from eating dead animals) such as Griffon Vultures
consume large amounts of carrion derived from animal
carcasses, maintaining the transfer of energy through
food webs and supporting important ecosystem
services such as nutrient recycling, removal of soil and
water contaminants and regulating the development
and spread of diseases and populations of facultative
scavengers such as foxes.

11
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MveTtal eupUTEPA ATTOSEKTO OTL £Vag amod TOUC TILO
Kplooug pOAOUC TWV TIOUALWY 0Tn oTabeporoinon
TWV TPOPIKWY TIAEYLATWY OTA OIKOOUOTNATA,
TIAPEXOVTACG £TOL ONUAVTIKEC OIKOOUOTNUKES UTTNPECLES
oTov AvBpwIto, AIToPPEEL artd ToV POAO TOUC WC
nTwHato@aya wa. Ao OAa Ta nTwpatogaya (wa,

oL YUTTIEG €lval OL TILO QTTOTEAECUATIKOL.

Moleg OIKOOUOTNUKEG UTINPECIEG TTAPEXOUV OL YUTTEG
Kal ylati Toug XpelalopaoTs;

Ta avopwe mTwpatoeaya {wa (dnhadr autda

TTOU ETURUWVOLY QITOKAEIOTIKA artd TNV KATAVAAWON
VEKPWV {WwV) OTWCE Ol YUTIEG KATAVOAWVOUV LEYONES
TT000TNTES Ao Pop{a Wwwy, dlatpwvtag ™
LETAPOPA EVEPVELAG UEOW TPOPIKWY TIAEYUATWY

Kal UTTOOTNPIOVTAC ONUAVTIKEC OIKOCUGTNIUKEC
UTINPEOLEC, OTTWG N AVAKUKAWOT BPETTTIKWY OUCLWY,
T QTOUAKPUVOT LOAUCUATIKWY TTAPAYOVTIWY Ao TO
£5apog Kal To VEPO Kal N pUBOLILOTN TNC EKONAWONC Kat
€LATMAWONG A0BEVEIWV KABWCE Katl TANBUOLWY {WWwV
70U TPWVE Po®iula eTINEKTIKA, OTIWG Ol AAETTOUDEG.

[MpooPaTeq LEAETES £x0UV Oel€el OTL OL YUTIEC TTAPEXOLV
ULOL QUTOTEAECUATLIKT], OLKOVOLKA QUTOOOTIKY] KA (PLALKY)
TPOG TO TePIBANAOV UTtNpETia
SlaBeon g MTWHATWY (WWV, N

© Bruno Berthemy / VCE.

Recent studies have shown that vultures provide an
efficient, cost-effective and environmentally beneficial
carcass disposal service which is positively valued by
livestock farmers. For example, in Spain it has been
demonstrated that exploiting the ability of Griffon
Vultures to rapidly consume livestock carcasses would
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions (by
77,344 metric tons of CO? eq.) and economic costs
($50 million in insurance payments) arising from the
collection and transport of carcasses

. to processing plants by vehicles.
ornola ekTatal Wlattepa amod Toug “ ATIO OAG Ta . &p Y
KmVOITpOCpC,)UC' rl(é jagaéewua, ntwparopaya (wa, As vultures are specialized for rapidly
OTnV 10Tavid ATTOOELXDTKE OTLT) ’ 1 locating and consuming carcasses
EKUETAMELON TG IKAVOTNTAG TwV Ol YUTTEC tvat ot n,lo they have a competitive advantage
YUTIWV Va KATAVAAWVOLY YPIYoPa GNOTGAGGHaTlKOl- over terrestrial species such as

Ta Yoolua Ba pelwve onuUavTKA TIG
EKTIOWTTEG AEPLWY TOU BeppoknTTiou
(rou woduvapel pe 77.344 1évoug
dlogeldiou Tou avbpaka) kal To
OLKOVOLLKO KOOTOC (50 gkat. dohdpla
0€ QOPANLOTIKES TIANPWLLES) TTOU
TIPOKUTTTEL QIO TN CUAAOYY) Kal TN
HUETAPOPA TWV VEKPWY {WWV e
oxNUata oTig Lovadeg emetepyaotag VeEKpwY (WwV.

AedOPEVOU OTL OL YUTTEG BPIOKOULV KAl KATAVAAWVOUV
Wopiia oAl ypMyopa, €X0UV VA aVTAYWVIOTIKO
TIAEOVEKTNLLA EVAVTL XEPOAiWV €16WV OTIWG OL
QAETTIOVSEC. 2NV artouoia yunwy xeL armodelxOet OTL ot
TIANBuouol ayplwy OKUAWY Kal AAAWY {WWV TIOU TPWVE
ETIAEKTIKA Pogiua wtopel va auinBouy, avtavovtag
EVOEXOUEVWG TNV EKONAWOTN Kal PeTadoom aobevelwy
OnMwe N AVooa. Av kal To TIlo TiBavov elval 0Tt ot
YUTTEC CULBAANOUV OTOV TIEPLOPIOUO TNG LETAO00NG
aoBevewwv and Popiula, anatteltal EmeyovIwg
TIEPALTEPW UEAETN AUTOU TOU BELATOC.

Ol YUTTEC TTAPEXOUV €TTIONC TTIOALTIOTIKES KA
TIVEULLATIKEG UTNPeoieq €dw Kal XIAMASEC Xpovia,
KaBwWCe Kal PuxaywylkeS UNPECieg Tou oxeTi(ovTal
ILE TOV OLKOTOUPLOMO, 1blaltepa o€ mapatnENTESG

Vultures are among
the most efficient
scavengers of

them all. 99

foxes. In the absence of vultures it
has been shown that populations
of feral dogs and other facultative
scavengers can increase, potentially
increasing the development and
transmission of diseases such as
rabies. While vultures are likely
help to limit disease transmission

at carcasses, further work on this topic is urgently
required.

Vultures also provide cultural and spiritual services
dating back thousands of years, as well as recreational
services in the form of ecotourism, particularly for
bird-watchers and photographers. For example, it has
been estimated that the potential value of viewing
Griffon Vultures at a nature reserve in Israel was more
than US$1 million, and that 85% of the visitors went to
the park specifically to view vultures. There are many
other examples of the potential value of ecotourism
around vulture breeding areas and feeding sites as
important sources of local income (e.g. southern Africa;
Spain; South America). Therefore, as tourism in Cyprus
generates €2.7 billion annually and contributes 15%
towards the GDP, the projected increase in the Griffon
Vulture population through the LIFE with Vultures

KAl (pWTOYPAPOUG TTOUALWY. [a TTapddetyua, £xel
eKTIUNOEl 0TL N duvnTikn agla TapakohoUBNoNC
YUTIWY O€ QUOIKO KATAPUYLo 0To lopani Ntav mavw
artd 1 ekaTopUplo SoAapLla Kat OTL To 85% Ttwv
ETUOKETTTWY TYE €1O0IKA yia va SeL YUTTEG. YTTApXOUV
TIOANA AAAa Ttapadetypata yia Ty mbavn agla

TOU OLKOTOUPLOUOU O€ TIEPLOXEG AVATTAPAYWYNS Kal
TPOo@OANPIAG YUTIWV WG ONUAVTIKES INYEC TOTIKOU
eloodnuatog (.. Nota Appikn, lomtavia, Nota
Aueptkn). Kabwg o touplopog oty Kompo napdyel 2,7
Ol0. eupWw eTNOLWCE Kat CULPBAEAAEL kaTa 15% oto AETT,
N TTPOPAETIOUEVN AUENON TOU TANBUCLOU TWV YUTTWV
ECW TOU TIPOYPAMUUATOC «ZWw) e Toug TUTES mopel
va SWoEeL TPOoBeTN WONON OTNV TOTTKT OKOVORLA, EavV
Leplkol arod Ta TEooEPA EKATOUUUPLA TOUPIOTEG TTOU
erokenTovtal TV Kumpo kabe xpovo aoxoAnBoulv e
NV TapakoAoUBnom Kal pwToyPAaPNno” YUTTWV.

YNHEPA avayvwplleTal EUupEwg OTL N TpowBNON TWV
UTINPECLWY KaBapIoLoU TTou JTapexouy ol YUTteg Ba
QUTOKATACTACEL UlA ONLAVTIKT] OLKOAOYIKN AElTOUupYia
TPOG apoBalo OPEAOG TWV YUTIWY KAl TOU EUPUTEPOU
TEEPIBAAOVTOC. AUTO OTN CUVEXELA Ba TTPOCPEPEL
KOWWVIKOOLKOVOLKE OPEAT KABWS Kal OMEAN YL TNV
eunuepla Twv avBpwrnwy. EAmidoupe 6Tl To mpoypauLa
«Zwn He toug MNumeg» Ba B£oel Ta OgpeNla yia AuTO ToV
okorté onv Kumpo.

Mwg Oa SlePEUVIITOULIE TIG OIKOOUGTNILKEG UTTNPECIES

Tou TapExouv ot Mumeg otnv Kumpo;
2TO TTAQLOLO TWV TIPOTIAPACKEUATTIKWY SPATEWVY
TOU TIPOYPAULATOC, OTOXEVOULE VA
KATAVOY)OOUUE KAAUTEPA TA OPEAN

TWV YUTTWY 0T A&lToupyla tou
OLKOOUOTNLATOC Kal TNV eunuepia

Tou avBpwrou oty KUmpo mpog
UTTOOTNPEN TWV TTPOYPAUATILOUEVWY
dpacewv dlatpnong. @a avamTuiouue
€VA EVVOLOAOYIKO [LOVTEND YIA VA
katadeifoupe we Ba pnopovoav
EVOEXOUEVWE VA AAANAETIIOpOLY

Ol YUTTEC LIE TO TIEPLBAANOV KAl TIG
avBpwriveg dpaotnplotntec oty Kumpo
KAl TTWS AUTEG Ol AAANAETILOPATELG

Ba ermpgadav TIC OIKOGUOTNIUKES
UTINPECILEC Kal TNV avBpwrtivn eunuepia.
Oa TTOC0TIKOTIO|COULLE Ta eTtirteda
KATAVAAWONG KOUPAPLWY {WwV O
SlaopeTika enireda mANBuUoLOL Tou
[Uma kat mwg avto Ba Wtopoloe va
TIPOOMEPEL TIEPIPANNOVTIKA KAl OLKOVOLLKA
OPENN OE CUYKPLOM HE TIC UTTAPXOVOEG
TIPAKTIKEG OLABeoNC VEKPWY (WWV.

Téhog, Ba vtoAoyiooupe T duvnTikn
OUUBOAY) (TTOLOTIKN KAl TTOOOTIKY)) TNG
QTTOKATAOTAONG TWV YUTTWY OTLIE KUPLEC
TIEPLOXEC AVATIAPAYWYNC TOUC OTNV
KUrpo yla okormoUg 0lKOToUPLoUOU.

project could provide an additional boost to local
economies if some of the four million visitors each year
can be engaged in vulture watching and photography.

It is now widely acknowledged that promoting the
scavenging services provided by vultures would restore
an important ecological function for the mutual benefit
of vultures, the wider environment and ultimately
provide socio-economic and well-being benefits to
people. We hope that the LIFE with Vultures project will
provide the foundations for this in Cyprus.

How we will be investigating ecosystem service
provision by Griffon Vultures in Cyprus?

As part of the project’s preparatory actions, we aim to
improve our understanding of the benefits of Griffon
Vultures for ecosystem functioning and human well-
being in Cyprus to strengthen support for planned
conservation actions. We will develop a conceptual
model to demonstrate how Griffon Vultures could
potentially interact with the environment and human
activities in Cyprus and how these interactions would
influence ecosystem services and human well-being.
We will also quantify how much carrion Griffon Vultures
would consume at different population levels and how
this could provide environmental and economic benefits
compared to existing livestock disposal practices.
Finally, we will estimate the potential contribution
(qualitative and quantitative) of restoring Griffon
Vultures to their main breeding sites in Cyprus for
ecotourism.
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Avaokornmnon nmAnbuouou Kat
Bvnowomnrtag twyv Nnwv tng Kumnpou
A historical perspective on the Griffon
Vultures of Cyprus

Xplotiva lepwvupidou, YiebBuvn Kataypapwy kat Epsuvag
Christina leronymidou, Monitoring and Research Coordinator

H Kumpocg @uofevel tov uikpotepo TAnBuaouo Mupdyxpou
Muma Gyps fulvus oty Eupwrn. Me niepimou 20 atopa kat
uovo 1-3 euydpla va @wAlalouy emoiwg, o Mumag g
Kurmpou Bploketal oto xelhog g efapdviong. Av kal aTto
mapeABov To €ldoc NTaV KOO Kal EUPEWS dLAdESOEVO
oy KUrpo péxpL Kal Ta TEAN ¢ dekaeTiag tou 1950
Kal TIG apxeg ™ dekaetiag tou 1960, Tig apxeg Tou

21ou awva o TANBuoUOC Tou MUna pewbdnke paydaia
pTavovTac MOAG 8-10 Ceuydapla kat to 2012 1o ueyebog
TOU TTANBUOLIOU eKTIATAL OTL £lxe pTdoel Ta 10-11 dtoua.

MaAta urmpxav Toulaxtotov 15 amotkiec MNoma oe
Slaopeg Tomobeaieg oe oOAOKANPN TV KUTpo, amd

oV [MevTadAakTulo LEXPL Kal TN XEPOOVNOO0 ToU AKALA,
KOl EKATOVTASEG YUTIEC TIETOUTAY OTOUS oupavoud.

Katd ™ ddpkela Tou 18ou awwva, ol YUreg ftav To00
TIOAUAPLOOL TIOU Ol TIPWTEC LOTOPIKEC TTAPATNENTELC TOU
eldoug oV Kimpo avagepovtal 0To 000 KOWVOC NTAV
OTIC TIESLABEG, TIAPOLOLAlOVTAC TIC OUYKEVTPWOELS TOU LLE
KOTTadla MPORATWY. 2NUEPQ, LOVO [ia amolkia mapapevel
OToUC TTaPaBAAAOaCloug YKPELUOUS TNG Emokormg, ua
TieEpLOXN EVTOC TWV Bpetavikwy Baoewy, kal To ueyebocg
TOU TANBUOUOU TTAPAEVEL ETUKIVOUVA UELWIEVO.

Mikpol TANBuool OTIWE AUTOC SLATPEXOLY UEYAAUTEPO
kivduvo eapaviong, egattiag Tuxalwy yeyovoTwy Kal
TWV EMUTTWOEWY TNEG AVATTOPEVKTNC altoLLElag. Ta
TIPAYLATA EVAL AKOUA XELPOTEPA OTAV O TTANBUCOC
€lval AITOLOVWEVOC KAl Ol EUKALPLES YA «OLAcwon»
MECW UETAVAOTEUONG YUTIWV artd AAAOUS TTANBUCLIOUC
elval EAAXOTEG, OTTWS CUKPalVEL e TNV TeplmTwon Tou
KuTTpLaKoU TTANBuaooL Tuma. Ma Toug Adyouc autoug, ot
TIO TIPOOPATECG TTPOOTIABELEC SlaTpnoNg Tou eidouc otV
KUmpo emikevtpwBnkav oty evioxuon tou mAnbuouoU
HUE TNV €l0AYWYN ATOMWY amd Ty Kprtn, ota mAaiola
Tou Epyou INYTTAZ.

ATO Tov AsképBplo tou 2013 ugxpt Tov PePpoudplo Tou
2015, amehevBepwBnkav otnyv Kurmpo 25 kpntikol Mureg.
> 1o TéA0g Tou Epyou MNYTIAZY, To LEyeBog Tou mAnBuouoU

Cyprus is host to the smallest breeding population

of Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus in Europe. With around
20 free flying birds and just 1 — 3 nesting pairs per
year, the Cyprus Griffon is currently on the brink

of extinction. Although the species historically was
common and widespread in Cyprus until the late
1950s and early 1960s, the Griffon Vulture population
declined rapidly to just 8 - 10 pairs by the turn of

the century, and by 2012 the population size was
estimated to have dropped to just 10 - 11 individuals.

Historically, there were at least 15 colonies across
much of the island, from the Pentadaktylos Mountains
to the Akamas Peninsula, and hundreds of vultures
soared through the sky. During the 18th century,
vultures were so numerous that they had been
described by writers at the time to be “standing in

the fields like flocks of sheep”. Today, just a single
colony remains at the coastal Episkopi Cliffs, an area
within the British Sovereign Bases, and the size of the
population remains greatly depleted.

Small populations like this one are highly vulnerable
to extinction, due to chance events and inbreeding
depression. It is even worse when a population

is isolated and opportunities for “rescue” through
immigration of vultures from other populations are
minimal, as is the case for the Cyprus Griffons. For
these reasons, the most recent conservation efforts
in Cyprus have focused on reinforcement of the local
population with individuals from Crete, Greece, under
Project GYPAS.

From December 2013 to February 2015, 20 Griffon
Vultures brought from Crete were released in Cyprus.
The population size by the end of Project GYPAS
was estimated to be around 30 individuals. However,
since then, the population has declined to around 20
individuals as a result of mortality due to secondary
poisoning and persecution.

EKTILLATAL OTL £bye pTaoel mepinou ta 30 atopa. QoTtéoo,
€KTOTE 0 TANBUOLOG HelwbNnke ota nepimou 20 atopa
AOYW ByNoomTag artd SNANTNPLACELS KAl TIAPAVOLLWY
Bavatwoewv.

Ot TUreg elvat kowvwviko eidog. Waxvouv yla Tpoen o
OUADEC KAl OUYKEVTPWVOVTAL O€ LEYAAOUC aplBOLOUG
YUPW arto koupapla. 2tnv Kumpo, napatnpnoelg 10

1) TIEPLOCOTEPWY ATOMWY Hadl dev elval aouvnBIOTEC,
TIOU oNuaivel OTL TO ULOO 1) KAl LEYAAUTEPO UEPOC TOU
TIANBuoLoU utopel va Bploketal otny (dla tomobeoia
™mv Bl otyun. Na tov Adyo auto, n dSnAntnpiaon
artd SNANTNPLACHEVA SOAWUATA LTTOPEL VO TIPOKAAEDEL
KATAoTPOPIKY) BynootTTa.

‘Eva cofapd neplotatikod padikng dnAntnplaong mou
oNUewONKe Tov Xelwva Tou 2015-2016 ntav n attla
BavATOU TOUAAXLOTOV 7 YUTIWY, €K TWV ortolwy Ta 3
NTaV KPNTIKA ATOUA, aplBpOg ToU aVTIOTOOUOE OTNY
QUTWAELA TIEPITTOU TOU €VOG TETAPTOU TOU TANBUCLOU.
ATTO TOTE, €xouv Ppebel vekpol €8l akopa YUTTEG, EK TwV
omolwv Tpelg Ntav and v Kpnm. Eva and avtd ta
TIOUALA OKOTWONKE artd UPOBOALOUO, EVW VA AANO
urtoPLadeTal mMwG OKOTWONKE PETA amd TPOOKPOUON
0€ NAEKTPIKA KAAWLAL.

A0 TV 0AoKANpwon tou Epyou MNYTTAY €xouv LUTAPEEL
Kal KAAA vea, Omwg To (EuYAapL KpNTIKWY [UTTwyY 1ou
PWALATE OF LA EYKATANEAEIULLEVN arTolkia Mumwy oy
> T tou ZepoU Motapov. Ta TehsuTala MEVTE XPOVIA,
apoTL xavape oxedov 1 Muma tov Xpovo, 0 TANBUOUOG
napapevel otabepod. Kata my teAevtaia amoypapn)
Tou Uma tov lavoudpto tou 2020, tpla Ceuyapla,
HETAEY TWV OTTOIWV KAl EVa KUTTPO-KPNTIKO {euyapt,
niapaTNENOMKAV va @WALAOLY, va XTilouv T QwALd
ToUC N va (ELYAPWVOULY, ONLATOSOTWVTAS TNV TTANEN
EVOWLATWON TWV KPNTIKWY [UTTWV 0TOV KUTTPLAKO
TIANBUOLO KA, EVOEXOEVWG, EVA AAUTTPO LLEANOV YLa
QUTA TA UEYANOTTPETT TTOUALAL.

'I_!E\/Ta&dr\wkoq'/ Pentadaktylos © Silvio A. Rusmigo

Griffon Vultures are a social species. They forage

in groups and will congregate in large numbers at
carcasses. In Cyprus, sightings of 10 or more birds
together are not unusual, meaning that half or more
of the population may be found in the same location.
For this reason, secondary poisoning due to poison
baits can cause catastrophic mortality.
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A serious mass poisoning event that occurred in the
winter of 2015-2016 was responsible for the death

of at least 7 individuals, of which 3 were Cretan birds,
amounting to the loss of nearly one quarter of the
population at the time. Since then, a further 6 vultures,
of which 3 were from Crete, have been found dead.
One of these birds was shot dead, while another is
suspected to have collided with electricity power lines.

There have also been good news since the completion
of Project GYPAS, including a pair of Cretan vultures
nesting at a previously long-abandoned colony in the
Xeros River IBA. Over the last five years, despite near
annual mortality of at least one vulture, the breeding
population remains stable. During the last Griffon
Vulture census in January 2020, three pairs, including
one Cypro-Cretan pair, were seen nest-building,
nesting or mating, signalling the full integration of the
Cretan vultures into the Cyprus Griffon population and,
hopefully, a brighter future for these charismatic birds.
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EAntida yia to pEAAov tou NMupoxpou
[Unta otnv Kunpo - MNpoypappa
LIFE «Zwn pe toug MNomeg»

Hope for the future of the Griffon
Vulture imn Cyprus — The “LIFE with

Vultures” project

MéAnw AmootoAidou, SuvtovioTtpla MpoypapuudTwy
Melpo Apostolidou, Project Coordinator

-
LIFE vt
VULTURES

Molog armo pag Ba nioteve OTL N Lolpa Tou Mupdypou
[uma Gyps fulvus, evog apxovta Twv aBeépwy,

Ba kpegpoTay armod wa KAwot) oty Kiumpo; Asv
yvwpiloupe moTe akplpBwg Eekivnoe N pelwon tou
mAnBuopou tou MUna oty wtopia Tou vnotol ac.
Avagpopeg artd ta TeEAN ™G dekaeTiag tou ‘50 kal apxeg
Tou ‘60, LAoUY yla pexpt kat 140 yurneg yUpw anod
bopliua.

SNEPQ, At TN XePOOVNOO TOU AKAUA LEXPL TN
Xepoodvnoo ¢ Kaprnaotag, ot yureg g Kumpou
apBoLV LOAL 20. O TPOUAKTIKOG auTog aplbuog dev
QTITOTEAEL EKTTANEN, AV OKEPTEL KAVEIC TIG TIPOKANOELS
TIOU €lX€ VA aVTILETWITIOEL TO €(60¢ OAQ AUTA Ta XPovia
Kal 7Tou ugloTavtal akoun. AUt 1 cuppikvwon,

mou ayYidel to 94%, (o ™ dekaetia tou 50 ueéxpt
onuepa) oxetidetal oe peyalo Babuod Ue TIC 1blaitepeg
SLATPOPIKES TIPOTLNOELC Tou Mupdypou [Uma, ou dev
SlawEpouy Kal TTOAU artd AAAa €idn yura. M'vwoTol Kat
WG «0OL KABapPLOTEC TNC LTTaiBpou», oL YUTIEG TPEPOVTAL
QITOKAELOTIKA e Popiua (Wwv UETPplou — peyaiou
peyeBouc. OuOLaoTIKA KAVOUV TN «BPWULKN» SOUAELA
Kat kaBapllouv HeTA ToV Bavato, dlatnpwvtag To
olkoouoTNUa Kabapo.

‘Ouwe, aut 1 dwpeav UTNEECLa TTOU TTAPEiE oTOoV
AvBPWITO LECA OTOUC QLWVEC NPEBOE LE eva Tiunua yla
1o {610 TO €ld0g. H aAAayr) TN KTvoTpoplag armod
EKTATLIKY) O€ EVOTAUALOUEVT, N KAUOT TWV VEKPWY

Who would have thought that the fate of the Griffon
Vulture Gyps fulvus in Cyprus, a lord of the skies, would
be hanging by a thread? We do not know the exact
time in the island’s history when the Griffon population
started to decline. Reports from the late 50's and early
60's talk of up to 140 vultures feeding on a carcass.

Today, from the Akamas to the Karpasia Peninsula, the
vultures of Cyprus number just 20 individuals. This
worrying number is not surprising, if we consider the
challenges that the species has faced throughout the
years and that still persist. The shrinking of the Griffon
Vulture population, which equals to an estimated 94%
decline (from the 50’s until today), is largely related to
their dietary preferences, which do not differ much from
other vulture species. Also known as nature’s clean-up
crew, Griffon Vultures feed exclusively on medium to
large size animal carcasses. They basically do the “dirty”
work and clean up after death, helping keep ecosystems
healthy.

However, the cleaning service that the vultures have
been providing throughout centuries comes at a cost
for the species. Changes in animal farming, from free
range to intensive farming in enclosures, changes

in carcass disposal management and the illegal use

of poison baits in the countryside have brought the
Griffon Vulture on the brink of extinction from Cyprus.
For a social bird like the Griffon Vulture, the miserable

{WWV KTNVOTpo®lag Kat n rtapdvoln Tornofemon
SNANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY OTNV UTTABPO EXOULV
pepeL Tov Mupdypou Muma g Kumpou ota mpoBupa
etapaviong. Kat yla éva tooo KoWwvIKO €(60¢ Orwe o
[umag, To oNUEPWVO LEYEBOG TOU TTANBUCUOU TOU OTNV
Kurpo elval TarmevwTiko Kal Kuplwg pn Buwotpo. Me
OALG Tpla avamapaywyka euyapla, dev xpetaletal va
elval kavelg dlavola ota LabnUaTtika 1 otny olkoAoyia
YA va avTtiAneBel TNV KpLoyoOTNTA TOU KABEOTWTOC
dlampnong tou eidoug oV Kurmpo.

H mtpoKAN oM TT0U KAAOUOOTE VA QVTILETWITIOOULIE,
w¢ KpaTtocg, we MKO, wg emayyeAatieg mou
QOXOAOUMAOTE e TNV IPOoaTacia kal dlatnenon
™Cg euoNng elval peyain. Eutuxwe, tpavtayxta
napadetypata and myv Eupwrm kat aAAa uEpn tou
KOOUOU OelxvouV OTL LTTAPXEL EATTIOAL

To npoypapa «Zwn ue Toug Mumee» (LIFE with Vul-
tures) divel eAtida yla to péANov Tou Muma otnv
Kumpo. Téooeplg popelg evwvouv SUVALELS Kal
KOVOUALAL [UE OMLAVTIKT] OLKOVOLKY) UTTIOOTTPLEN amod
1o poypappa LIFE mc Eupwraikng Evwonc yia
™V LAOTOINON eVOC TETPAETOUS TTPOYPALLLATOC YIa
v avaxaition g egapaviong tou MNupdxpou Muna
artd v KUrpo Kat v evioxuom Tou evaroueivavta
TIANBuoLoL Tou. O MNVoAoYIKOS 2UVOETHIOC, WC
ETUKEPAANC AUTNC TNE TTPOOTIABELAG, N Ynpeoia
Onpac kal MNavidag, o dlebvng opyaviouog Vulture

Koada =epou / Xeros Valley © Silvio A. Rusmigo

number of 20 individuals is non-viable and without
conservation intervention the population is unlikely to
recover. With only three breeding pairs remaining, one

does not need to be a genius in mathematics or ecology

to understand the critical conservation status of the
species.

As a state, as NGOs and as conservationists we are
faced with a big challenge. Fortunately, there are many
successful examples of conservation efforts in Europe
and elsewhere proving that there is still hope for
vultures.

Our LIFE with Vultures project gives hope for the future
of the Griffon Vulture in Cyprus. With the financial
contribution of the LIFE instrument of the European
Union, we are joining forces and funds with three

other organisations to implement a four-year project

to halt the extinction of Griffon Vulture in Cyprus and
strengthen its remaining population. BirdLife Cyprus as
a leading partner, together with the Game and Fauna
Service, the international NGO Vulture Conservation
Foundation and Terra Cypria - the Cyprus Conservation
Foundation, will build on previous conservation efforts
for the recovery of the Griffon Vulture population.

The LIFE with Vultures project adopts a holistic
approach to address current threats to the species
following successful examples from Europe, relevant
European policies as well as the “Multi-species Action
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© BirdLife Cyprus

H opdda tou mpoypdupatog «Zwn He Toug MNUmegy katd v evapktnpla cuvavtnon otnv Kompo.

The LIFE with Vultures project team during the kick-off meeting in Cyprus.

Conservation Foundation kat to Kumplako 16pupa
Mpootaoiag Tou lMepariovtog - Terra Cypria dlvouv
OUVEXELD 0€ TAAALOTEPES TIPOOTIABELEC avaKauMg Tou
eldoug. To mpdypapua «Zwn pe Toug MNUmeg» uloBeTel
LA OALOTIKN TTPOCEYYLON YIA TNV AVTILETWITLON TWV
QTEIAWY AKOAOUBWVTAG ETITUXNUEVA TTapadelyuata
arto TNV EUpWIN, OXETIKEG EUPWTTAIKES TTIOAITIKES Kal
TO TTAYKOOLLO 0XEOL0 dpAoNG yla TN dlatenon Twv
yunwv (to «Vulture Multi-Species Action Plan» to omolo
eYKplONKE amd T ZVpBaon yla ta MeTavaoTEUTIKA
Eion).

Katavononm twv ansi\wv

2NV TTPWIN PAON TOU TTPOYPAULLATOC, N ouada Ba
OUYKEVTPWOEL ONUAVTIKEC TTANPOPOPLES YUPW Ao
TIG UPLOTAUEVEG QTTEINEG ToU TUTta. MepIBANNOVTIKEG,
KOWWVIKEG KAL OLKOVOULKEG TITUXEG Ba pikouv pwg ot
EPWTNUATIKA TIOU UTTAPXOUV YUPW artd TV TILO AUEDN
Kal Kplown aretAn yia tov MNupdxpou Muma oy
KUmpo, v mapdvoun tornofetnon dnANTNPLAoUEVWY
SOAWHLATWY. AUTO TToL E€pouE yia TNV Kumpo

elval OTL oL XpNOTEG SNANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY
dev oToXeLOUY 0NV €£0AOOPELON YUTIWY, AAAA
AWV ONPeuTWVY (O1We N aAemoU Kat oL adEoTIoToL
OKUAOL), KUPIWE YLa TTpOoTACIa KTNVOTROPIKWY

{WwV N BNpauatog. AnNAnTnplacueva SoAwUaTa
TonoBeTouvTal emiong yla TV anmobdppuvon
KUVNYETIKNG 6paotnplotTnTag amo KAToW JTEPLOX.
MANpopopleg YUpw armd TOV UPLOTALEVO KPATIKO

Plan for African-Eurasian Vultures” adopted by the
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species.

Understanding the threats

In the first stages of the project, the project team

will gather important information about the current
threats facing the Griffon Vulture. Environmental,

social and economic aspects will shed light on the
most imminent and critical threat, which is the illegal
use of poison baits. What we currently know is that
poison bait users do not target Griffon Vultures but
mainly predators (such as foxes and stray dogs) in
misguided efforts to protect livestock or game species
(human-wildlife conflict). Poison baits are also placed
to discourage hunting activity in a certain area (human-
human conflict). Gathering information on the current
mechanisms for responding to a poisoning incident, the
high-risk areas in terms of poison bait use and other
issues will provide the project team with the knowledge
needed to guide implementation of conservation and
awareness raising actions.

Mitigation of collision risk

At the first stages of the project, the project team
will identify any power lines that are a high risk for
collisions. This information will help us mark those
power lines using fireflies to increase visibility for the
Griffon Vultures, thus reducing collision risk. In Spain,
it is estimated that 33,000 birds, including many

LINXQVIOUO Slaxelplong meplotatikwy dnAntnplaong,
TIC TIEPLOXEC TTOU LITOPEL VA TApoUoLAlouV TIO EVTOVO
TO PAWVOUEVO SNANTNELACUEVWY SOAWLATWY Kal
AA\EC TIANpOopOpieg Ba etomAioouv TNy oudda tou
TIPOYPALLATOC UE YVWOT, WOTE VA EPAPLOTEL OPATELQ
mpooTaciag Kal dlatr)enong aAAd Kal ETIKOVWVIAC.

MeTplaopog mPoOoKpouoNng o Kakwdia

Katd tv mpwtn @don, n opada tou npoypduuatog 6a
avayvwploel emiong OTIolECONTIOTE EVAEPLES VPAUES
LETAPOPAC NAEKTPLKOU PEVLATOC TTOU TIBavoV va
ArToTEAOUV KivOuvo mpodokpouaonc yia tov [Una, €Tot
WOTE KATA TN deUTEPN PAON
TOU TIPOYPALLLOTOC QUTEC Ol
YPAUUEC VA onuavBouV e
ELOIKEG ONUAVOELS (YVwoTa

wc fireflies), kGvovtag T €tot
TIO AVTIANTITEG OTA TTIOUALA

KAl LELWVOVTAC To ploko
npooKpouonG. 2ty lomavia,
EKTILLATAL OTL 33 XIMASEC TTOUALA
neBaivouv arod TPOoKPOUTELS
Kal NAEKTPOMANEIQ g UTTOSOUES
NAEKTPLOUOU KABE XpOVOo,
AVALLETA TOUG KAl TTOANOL YUTTEC.
AuTtn elval Ua OXETIKA AyVwaotn
QTN yla v Kompo, kabwg
OEV LTTAPXOLV TIOAAEC AVAPOPEC
TIPOOKPOUONS WG attia Bavatou
oe [una. Mibavotata aum

T QITELY) VA UTTOEKTILATAL,
AapBavovtag utown ot otny lomavia yia mapadetyua
HLovo 1o 10% twv Bavatwy amod IPOCKPOUCELQ
KataypapovIal wg TETOLOL.

Apdoelg Katd Twv SNANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWYV

H amwAela evog allou eidoug yuma, Tou Maupdyurma
Aegypius monachus, armo To vnot pag, Kabwg kat
Katappeuon tou TANBucpol Tou Khokkapou Corvus
corax €lval pia akOUn TRAVTAXTY) armodeldn ¢ €VIaong
TOU TIPOPRANHATOC TWV ONANTNPLACHUEVWY OOAWUATWY.
To mpoypauua «Zwn e Touc Numeg» amoteAel My
TIPWTN CUVTOVIOLEVN TTPOOTIABEL VIO TNV TTATAEN
AUTOU TOU €YKANLATOG KATA TG ayplag (wnc.

Eva &nAnNtnplaopuévo SOAwUA LITopEl va mPoKaAEoeL
Hadikn BavAatwon Yurtwy, Orwg EYWVe Tpoo@aTa oTnyV
Kurmpo otav Bpebnkav Touhdxiotov 7 SnAntnplacuevol
YUTIEG 0NV TEpLoX NapaudAi-2tepakofou pixvovtag
TOoV aplOpo Tou TANBUCIOU arod ta repirtov 30 atoua
oTa 22. lNa v armo@uyn TETOWWY TIEPLOTATIKWY TO
MPOYPALUA Ba EMOTPATEVOEL TOV KAAUTEPO PIAO

ToU avBpwrou kal ouvtopa Kal Tou [uma. Avo

Ouadeg XkUAWY yla v Avixveuon AnAnTnplaouevwy
Aohwpdtwy (OX) Ba AelToupynoouy arod Ta UECA TOU
2021 katw ard v Yrmpeola Onpag kat MNavidag. Ot
O artote oLV €va onUavTIKO epYAAElo apevos ya Tnv
aviyveuon SNANTNPELACUEVWY SOAWUATWY KAl APETEPOU

Me 1o télog Tou
NPOYPAUHATOG, AAAA KAl HETA
TO NMEPAC TOU, AVAUEVOULE OTL
n anwAela Nnwv 0a petwOel

OTNMAVTIKA Kat 0TL 0
nANnOuounag Tou Mupoxpou
MNna 6a avakappet.

Thanks to this project,
we can hope and expect
Griffon Vulture mortality

to drop and the population
to eventually recover.

vultures, are killed by electrocution and collisions with
electricity infrastructure each year. This is a relatively
unknown threat to Cyprus, as there are not many
reports of vulture mortality caused by collision. The
deaths from these threats are sadly underreported,
since, in Spain, for example, only 10% of the mortality
caused by collision is actually recorded.

Anti-poison actions

The extinction of another iconic vulture species from
Cyprus, the Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus as
well as the population collapse of the Raven Corvus
corax are yet more proof of the
extent of poison bait use in
Cyprus. The LIFE with Vultures
project is the first coordinated
effort to combat this wildlife crime.

A poison bait can cause the mass
killing of vultures as has recently
happened in Cyprus, when at
least 7 Griffon Vultures were
found dead due to poison baits at
Paramali-Sterakovou area, causing
a population drop from about 30
individuals to 22. To avoid such
incidents in the future, the project
will recruit man’s “best friend”
and soon the vulture’s too. Two
Anti-poison Dog Units (ApDUs)
will operate from mid-2021
onwards under the Game and Fauna Service. ApDUs
are an important tool for detecting poison baits as well
as detecting poison victims in a large radius around the
incident. The dog units help remove the poison from
the area in order to avoid more wildlife poisoning and
assist in the collection of evidence for the investigation
of this criminal act.

The relevant protocols / manuals that will be created
by the LIFE with Vultures project are another important
tool in the hands of the relevant stakeholders to
improve the mechanism of managing a poisoning
incident. This includes the detection of an incident,

the collection of evidence, the identification of the
poisonous substance, the investigation of the poisoning
incident and ultimately law enforcement. The seminars
and training workshops to be carried out during the
project will add to the existing knowledge and increase
the capacity of the relevant stakeholders and authorities
for handling poisoning incidents.

To address such a complex issue, coordinated efforts
from all stakeholders are crucial. With the involvement
of other stakeholders, the project team will also develop
a National Anti-poison Roadmap towards the end of
the four-year project and this will act as handbook for
implementing anti-poison actions.
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YLOL TOV EVTOTIOLO Bupdtwy dnANTnpiaonc os ueyain
aktiva. Auto Bonba otnv aropdkpuvon dnAntnplou
a7t TN @UON Kal arto@UYN TTEPLOCOTEPWY BULLATWY,
QAAG KAl OTN CUANOYT) TEKUNPIWY Yl TN Slepelivnon
QUG TG EYVKANUATIKAG eveEpYELag amod TIC APXEC.

Ta oxeTIKA MPWTOKOANA/EYXEPISIa TToU Ba
OMNLLLOUPYNOEL TO TIPOYPALLA «ZWwY) UE Toug MUTmegy
Ba armoTEAECOUV VA aKOLA ONUAVTIKO EPYAAELO

OTA XEPLA TWV ELTTAEKOEVWY APUOSIWY (POPEWV,
WOTE va PEATIWOEL 0 TPOTTOG XEIPLOUOU TIEPIOTATIKWY
AAnTplaong EekvwvTag amd ™y aviyveuon evog
TIEPLOTATIKOU, TN CUAAOYY TEKUNPLWY, TNV avayvwplon
™M¢ SNANmpwdoug ovuaciag, T dlepelvnon Tou
TIEPLOTATIKOU UEXPL KAL TNV EQAPHOYN TWV TIPOVOLWY
TOU VOMOU YLa TOUC TTAPAVOLIOUVTEC. Ta ogpvapla
KAl TA €pyaoTnpLa KATapTiong 1tou Ba diegaxBolv
KaTA TN SLAPKELA TOU TTPOYPAUATOC Ba evioxUoouV
TOUC aPLOSIOUC (POPEIC YIA TOV XELPLOMO TETOLWV
TIEPLOTATIKWY Kal Ba TpooOECOLY 0NV UPLOTALLEVN
yvwaon.

Mo MV AVTILETWTTION £VOS TOO0 TOAUCUVBETOU
TIPORAALATOG elval armapaltTeS Ol CUVTOVIOLEVES
EVEPYELEC ATO OAOUC TOUG EUTTAEKOLLEVOUC (POPE(C.

To EBviKoO Xx€d10 Apaong mou Ba eKTTOVNOEL 1) opada
TOU TIPOYPAUATOC TIPOG TO TEAOG TNG TETPAETIAC

Da aITOTEAEOEL TO £YXELPIOLO YIA TNV EQAPOYN
TETOLWY EVEPYELWV.

Mapoxn ac@aloUg CUUTTANPWHIATIKAG TPOPNG
AGYW NS 1IN mapkolg SLABETIUNC TPOPNS YA TOV
[Uma, To mMpoypapua Ba aveBacel Tov aplBuod Twy
«€0TIATOPlWW» (YWWOoTA Kal w¢ TaloTpeg) yia Tov [umna
QrTd TEOOEPQ O€ TIEVTE. Me TN Asltoupyla akoun pag
TaloTpag, omou mapexovTal Popiuia ereVBepa amo
SANMpLa, WTopoUpe va Bonbricoupe Tov TANBUOLO
VA LEYOAWOEL Kal TEAIKA va eykataoTtabel Eava oe
TIEPLOXEG TTOU ATTOTEAOUV OTLLEPA LOTOPIKEG QUITOLKIEQ
Tou [Ura.

Evéuvauwon mAnbuouou

XAPLV O€ UAKPOXPOVIEG KAl EVTATIKEC SPATELC
npootaociac kal dlatrpnong, o TANBUCUOC

Tou Mupdxpou Muma oy lomavia éxel avénBet
KATakopuea, pe anmotéleopa 1o 20% tou eupwIaikou
TTANBuooL Tou Mupoxpou Ura va BplokeTal ekel.
Etol, undpyel n SuvaToTNTA LETAPOPAS £VOC aplBuoU
Yunwy anod my lomavia oty Kumpo. Autd oxt povo Ba
BonBMoel otnv avénom Tou Torikol TANBUCUOU, AAAG
Kal Ba Tov eVIoXUOEL Kal YEVETIKA, KABWS poama
UEAETN £0€LEe OTL N YEVETIKN TTOKIAOLOPMIA TWV YUTTWV
Hag elval eEQPETIKA ELWLEVN.

ApAoelg evnuEPWOoNG Kal evaltcOntormoinong

Mia tétola mpoordbela didowong tou Mupdxpou Mima
Ba Mtav ouvtayn yla arotuxia av dev ouvodeuotav
artd OPACELS VI EVNILEPWOT Kal evatobntonoinon

Providing safe supplementary food

Due to inadequate food availability, the LIFE with
Vultures project will increase the number of feeding
stations (also known as “vulture restaurants”) from four
to five. With the operation of one more feeding station,
where poison-free carcasses are provided, we can help
the population grow and eventually help birds expand
into other areas and reclaim historic Griffon Vulture
colonies.

Boosting the Vulture population

Thanks to long-term and intensive conservation efforts,
the Griffon Vulture population in Spain has increased.
Currently, 20% of all Griffon Vultures in Europe are
found in Spain. Thanks to these great numbers, we can
bolster the Cyprus population through restocking with
vultures from Spain. This will not only help increase

the population, it will also contribute to the increase

of the genetic diversity of the Cyprus population, as a
recent study has shown that the genetic diversity of our
vultures is extremely diminished.

Communication and awareness raising actions

A conservation effort without awareness raising
actions targeted at the public, local communities and
organized groups that could benefit from the project’s
results could be a recipe for failure. The project will

be producing awareness raising material to spread the
message about saving our vultures and the impact that
poison bait use has not only on wildlife but also on
human health. The targeted outreach campaign for local
communities and organised groups connected with
Griffon Vulture sites will make a significant contribution
to spreading this message. Citizens will also have the
opportunity to participate in events and educational
activities for children.

Without a conservation intervention, the likelihood of
witnessing the disappearance of this great scavenger
from Cyprus is very high. Thus, it is our duty not to
allow the extinction of a species during our watch on
earth. In addition to the direct benefits to the Griffon
Vulture, the LIFE with Vultures project benefits other
wildlife that is affected by the same threats and thus
benefits us humans too.

Following Baba Dioum’s well-known quote: “In the end,
we will protect only what we love. We will love only
what we understand. We will understand only what we
are taught”, the aim of the project is to cultivate love
and understanding for vultures and Cyprus nature.

Thanks to this project, we can hope and expect Griffon
Vulture mortality to drop and the population to
eventually recover.

TOU KOWVOU, TWV TOTIKWY KOWOTITWY AAAA Kal
OPYAVWUEVWY OUVOAWY TTIOU ITopEl va elmwpeAnBoly
QO TA ATTOTEAECLATA TOU TTPOYPAUUATOC. TO
EVNIUEPWTIKO UALIKO TTOU Ba dnUoupynoeL To
TIPOYPALLA EXEL OTOXO TN SLASOON TOU UNVUATOC
yla ™ Sldowon tou [Uma Kal TIG EMUTTWOELS TWV
AMNANTNPLACLEVWY SOAWIATWY OXL LOVO Yia TNV aypla
dwn aAA Kal Yl ™ dnuoola vyela. H otoxeupévn
EKOTPATEIQ EVNUEPWONG OTIC TOTTKEC KOWVOTNTEG KAl O
OPYAVWUEVA OUVOAQ TIOU CUVOEOVTAL IE TIC TIEPLOXES
Tou luma Ba cuPPBAAOLY ONUAVTIKA 0N dladoon
auToU Tou UnvupaTog. Ot moAlteg Ba £xouv emiong
™V eukapia va CULETATXOULY O€ EKONAWOELS KAl O
EKTTAUOEVTIKEG OPACTNPLOTNTEC YIa TTALAL

Xwplc owmpla mapépfaacn, n mbavotnta va Yivouue
HAPTUPES TNG €EQPAVIONG TOU PEYAAETT)BOAOU aAUTOU
TITWHATOPAYOU apTakTIkoU ard v Kumpo sivat moAu
EYAAN. Elval xp€oc pag Aoutov va uny erTpePoue
™V eEapavion evog eidouc katd I dldpketa TS SIKNG
Hag Bapdlag oe autov Tov TAAVNTY. To TPOYPAUUa
«ZuwnM UE Toug MUTeg» mMEPA Ao TA AUECA OPEAN TTOU
Ba €xel yla Tov [Uma, £xeL KAl TTAPATTAEUPA OPEAN YLd
AAa €ldn ayplag (wnc mou ermpedalovTat amnod Tiq (Oleg
QITEIAEC AAAG KAL OPEAN VLA TOV AvOpwrITO.

AKOAOUBWVTAG TO YWWOTO pnTtod Tou Baba Dioum
«2TO TENOG Oa TIPOOTATEVCOUE IOVO OTL QYATTALE,
Ba ayarmooupe Lovo OTL katahafaivoupe kat 6a
KATAAABOULLE LLOVO OTL SLOATKOUAOTEY, OTOXOC TOU
TIPOYPALLATOC £lval VA KAANEPYTOEL TNV QYA Y
Tov [Uma Kat kat' e7eKTaon TNV KLTTPLAKT puon.

Me TO TEAOG TOU TTPOYPAULATOC, AAAA KAL UETA TO
TIEPAC TOU, AVAUEVOULLE OTL 1 AITWAELA Turtwy Ba
HELWOEL onuavTIKa Kat 0Tl 0 TANBUoUGG Tou IMMupodxpou
[Uma Ba avakael.

To mpoypauua LIFE with Vultures, ue mpoUmoAoylouo
1.375.861 eupw, ouyxpnuatodoTeltal ano To
npoypaupa LIFE e Evpwraikng Evwaong kat Ba
oAokAnpwBel to 2023. Etaipot tou mpoypdupatod eival
0 [TMMVOAOYIKOC JUVOETLIOG WC ETIKEPAANG, I YIpeola
Onpac kat Mavidag, To Kumplako 1dpuua MNpootaoiac
TouU [MepiBarrovtoc Terra Cypria kat to Vulture
Conservation Foundation.

MdBete neploodtepa oTNV IOTOTEAISA:

www.lifewithvultures.eu

Etaipot Mpoypapparog / Project Partners:

HPEZIA BHp,
AN ANy 2

Ry
\\" Yo
BirdLife V‘ F CONSERVATION
Cyprus FOUNDATION

© Haris Hadjistyllis

O Ikapog elvatl évag veapog MNnag otov ormolo €ywve TomoBETNoN oUItol
GPS 0T0 1Aaiolo TOU TIPOYPAMATOC «ZWwh We Toug Mmegy. Mropeite va
TIAPAKONOUBNOETE TIG KIVIOELG TOU Tkapou PEow TNG LoTooeAdag Tou
TIPOYPALLATOC.

Ikaros is a sub-adult Griffon Vulture that was equipped with a GPS
transmitter as part of the LIFE with Vultures project. You can follow lkaros’
movements on the project’s website.

LIFE with Vultures is a targeted conservation project for the
protection of the Griffon Vulture in Cyprus. In this four-year
endeavor (2019-2023), BirdLife Cyprus, the Game and
Fauna Service, the Vulture Conservation Foundation and
Terra Cypria - The Cyprus Conservation Foundation have
joined forces to tackle the main threats facing the Griffon
Vulture and prevent Cyprus’ most threatened bird of prey
from going extinct. The project has a 1,375,861 euro
budget and is co-funded (60%) by the EU’s LIFE instrument
for the environment.

Find out more at: www.lifewithvultures.eu

Me xpnuatodotnon and / Funded by:

C%TERRA
CYPRIA
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Mouooudeg oTov aywva
gvavtia ota dSnAntmpla
Snouts on a mission
against poison

‘EAeva Mapkitav, YrieuBuvn Ertikovwviag
Elena Markitani, Communications Officer

Ev ogel Tng dnoupylag dUo Ouddwy 2KUAWY €dw otV KUTTpo, CUVOLAGE L€ TOUC XELPLOTEG
TWV NPEWIKWY oKUAWVY TS EANGSaC. e meploocotepa amod 500 XIMOUETPA TTEPUTOAAS Ao TV
evapin Asttoupylag Toug, SU0 OUAdES 2KUAWV UE TETPATTOO0UG VTETEKTIB Tov Koukt kat Tnv 10ANn
Kall TOUC XELPLOTEG TOUC AN Ten Kal BikTwpla avtiotoa, £xouV eVTOTioel Kal armopakpUVel amod
™V eANVIKN UntaBpo 119 vekpd (wa kal 122 dnANTPLIaoUEVA OOAWUATA. 2T CUVEVTEVEN
1Iou akoAouBel o Anunteng BaBuAng kat n Victoria Saravia, Xelploteg Twv Ouadwyv Avixveuoncg
ANANTPLOPEVWY AoAWHATWY TS EAANVIKNG OpviBoloyikng Etaipeiag (BirdLife otnv EANGSQ),
olpadovTal TIC TTELpleg Toud.

As we look to set up our own dog units here in Cyprus, we talk to the handlers of Greece’s canine
heroes. Covering more than 500 kilometers in patrols since their units’ creation, Kouki and loli,
two four-legged detectives, and their handlers, Dimitris and Victoria respectively, have found and
removed from the Greek countryside 119 poisoned animals and 122 poison baits. In the interview
that follows, Dimitris Vavylis and Victoria Saravia, handlers of two Anti-Poison Dog Units run by the
Hellenic Ornithological Society (BirdLife in Greece), share their experience.

Mooo onuavTIKog givatl 0 pOAOG TWV OUAdWY 0N
Maxn evavtia ota SnAnmmpla;

B.: Ot opdadec okUAWV glval €va TOAD oNUavTIKO

Kal QITOTEAEOLATIKO €PYAAEID OTN LN evavTia

ota NANTNPLA, OXL LOVO ETTELON UAC ETUTPETTOUV VA
EVTOTIIOOULLE TTIEPLOCOTEPA TIEPLOTATIKA Kal &pa va
kaBapiooupe kKaAUTEPA TO TEPIBAAAOY aTtd SNANTPLa
Kal SnAnTnplacuéva {Wwa amoTPENoVTaS AANEG
Bavatwoelg, aAAd Kal EMTELDT) Hag EMITPENOLY VA
HadePoUE TTEPLOTOTEPA OTOKEIQ Yl va KaTaAdBoupe
TNV €VTaOon TOU TTPORANUATOC KAl TTApGAANAQ
TIEPLOCOTEPA TIELOTIPLA YA TNV €€akpifwan Tou
SpAaTN Kal TN HEANOVTIKT Katadikn Tou.

Ouwg, o kapla meplrtwon Sev MPETIEL Ol OUADES
OKUAWY, TTIaPpA T onuacia toug, va BewpnBouv N
TIAVAKELQ TOU TIPOPBANUATOS TWV SNANTNPLACUEVWY
SOAWLLATWY KAl VA UTTOKABLOTOUV AAANEG EVTEAWC
anapaltteg SpATEelS, OWE N GUAEN TNC uTtaiBpou,
N avotnen Katadikn Twv dpacTwy, N AAAyT) TNC

How important is an Anti-Poison Dog Unit in the fight
against poison use?

V.: Dog units are a very important and effective tool

in the fight against poison use, not only because they
help “sniff out” more incidents and rid the countryside
of poison and prevent more deaths, they also allow us
to gather more information to understand the extent of
the problem as well as more evidence for prosecuting
the offenders. But, in spite of their importance, dog
units should not be considered the cure-all or a
substitute for other absolutely necessary actions, such
as the guarding of the countryside, legal prosecution,
working to change the mentality of local communities
and the political will necessary to tackle the issue of
poison bait use.

D.: Dog units are changing how we fight against
poison baits. For the first time, we have in our hands
an effective tool for investigating this wildlife crime.
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VOOTPOTTLAC TNE TOTIKNE KOWWVIAC KAl 1) TTIOALTIKY)
SECIELON YA TNV KATATIOAEUNON TOU TPORANLATOG
autou.

A.: Ot oudadeg alAAlouV TOV poU TNG LAXNG EVAvVTLa
ota SnANMpPLaopEva SoAwpata. Ma mpwtn Qopd
€XOUE OTA XEPLA LAG VA QITOTEAECUATIKO epYaleio
YIQ TNV €PEUVA TWV CUYKEKPLLEVWY EYKANUATWY KATA
™C ayplag (kat Oxt Lovo) {wnc. ANG ta supruata
TWV OUAdWY artd LoOva Toug dev apkouy. Xpelaletal
ouvepyaoia kat aglomoinom Twyv eupNUATWY amod TIQ
APHLOBIEC AVAKPLTIKES UTINPECIEC UE OTOXO TTAVTA TNV
€UPEON KAl TNV KATASIKN TOU eVOX0OU. Oa AEyalE NOUTOV
OTL Ol OPABEC ATTOTEAOUV TO «Kpiko» TNC aAuaidag mou
ENETTE V1A TN SIAAEUKAVOT) TWV QITOTPOTIALWY AUTWY
TIPAEEWV.

Tt Katdotaon enikpartovoe otnVv EANGSaA mipv arto
Asttoupyia Twv Opddwyv ZkuAwy (OY) kal Twe autn
€XEL AANAEEL pe AstToupyla TWV OUAdwyY avixveuong
SNANTPLAoUEVWY SOAWUATWY (5.6.);

A.: Tpwv artd ™ SNUoUpYIA TWV TTPWTWY OUAdWY TO
2014 xat ertiong mpv amd ™ dnoupyia g BvikNg
opadag epyaotag, Padape ta 8.6, «kATw Ao To
XAAGKW Kat eV EEpAE TNV TIPAYLATIKY) €KTAON TOU
TPORANLATOG. Me TNV €AEVOT OPWE TWV TTPWTWYV OX
ApPXLOaV VA OUYKEVTPWVOVTAL AdLAOELOTA OTOLKELQ,
TEKUNPLWHEVA UE KATAANAEG TOEIKONOVIKEC AVAAVOELS,
TTIOU TEKUNPLWVOUV TO TTPORANKA. EVOEIKTIKO elval oTL
g€ TIEPLOXEG OTTOL £xouV Tapouaia OX o aplouog Twv
TIEPLOTATIKWY TIOU AVAPEPOVTAL/KaTAaypApovTal elval
KATA TTOAU LEYAAUTEPOG AITO AANEG TIEPLOXEG. AUTO eV
onuaivel 0TL oL AANEC TIEPLOXESG DeV £xoLV O.8., AMAA Ta
TEPLOTATIKA SnANTNplaong eite dev pabaivovtal site
dev SlepeuvwWVTAL KATAANAQ. 2uvoidovtag Aoutov,

L™ OMAAA ANIXNEYIHE
waHAHTHPIAIMENQN _
AOAQMATON

However, the findings alone of the dog units are not
enough. Cooperation is necessary and the competent
authorities should take advantage of these findings, in
order to find and prosecute the perpetrators. So, we
could say that dog units are the link that was missing
from this crime-solving chain.

What was the situation in Greece before the dog units
and how has it changed following their introduction?
D.: Before the creation of the first dog units in 2014,
and before the creation of the national working group,
the problem of poison baits was ignored and the extent
of the problem was unknown. When the first dog units
started operating, solid evidence began to gather,
backed up by toxicological tests, thereby documenting
the problem. In areas where Anti-poison Dog Units are
present, the number of reported / recorded cases is
much higher than in other areas. This does not mean
that other areas do not have poison baits; it simply
means that poisoning incidents are either not found out
or are not properly investigated. With their systematic
and evidence-based work, dog units brought the
problem of poison baits to the table. There are now 7
Anti-poison Dog Units operating in Greece and | expect
more will be operating in the future.

Can you describe a typical day out in the field?

D.: Atypical day starts very early... Even more so in the
summer months, when the dog cannot work after 9 am,
due to high temperatures. If we are notified about a
confirmed incident, we contact the competent authority
and we try to go there together. When we arrive at

the “suspicious site” | initially do a site inspection to
familiarize myself with the area, but also to detect any
obvious evidence. Then, based on the already known

ol O e CUOTNUATIKY) KAl TEKUNPLWUEVT SOUAELA,
«Baiave oto TPpamEdy To MPORANUA TwV 8.8, TOCO 0TI
TOTUKEG UTINPEOLEG OO0 Kal OTIC KEVIPIKEG. [TAéoV otV
EANGSa SpaotnplomolouvTal CUVOALKA 7 OUAdES KAl
TIPOPAETIW TTIOAU TTIEPLOTOTEPES OTO UEAAOV.

Mriopeite va pag meplypAPETE HLa TUTIKA LEPA TNG
Ouadag XkuAou oto edio;

A.: Mua Turtikn pépa Eekvael otyoupa 1IoAD VwPLG...
Edika o kahokaipt Aoyw TG (E0TNC KATTOLES (POPES O
OKUAOG Ogv urmopel va SouAEWPeL LeTd TIC 9 To Tipwi. Av
TIPOKELTAL VLA KATTOLO ETIRERAWUEVO TIEPLOTATIKO YL TO
o7to{o €xoupe AAPBEL YVWON EPXOACTE OE CUVEVVONOT
E TNV appodla daacikn apyn Kat rpoonadoulLe

Va TTAUE O€ [JUKTO KALLAKL0. OTav TAVOUE 0TV
«UTTOTITN TIEPLOXY)» APXIKA KAVW LA TIPWTY ETTOTTTEI
TOU XWPOU YA Va €EOIKEWWOW LE
TO UEPOG, AAAG Kal va eVTOTIioW
TUXOV ELLPAVY) EVPTILATC. 2N
OULVEXELQ, e Baon Ta ndn
YvwaoTd Bupata/eupnuarta 1
oTolxela ™ Tonmoypapiag tou
Xwpou kabopilw ™V TEPLOXN

Tiou Ba epeuvnBel. AANG TO TWG
Ba kivnBoupe oToV XWPO TO
anogpacilel o KoUkl, autog E€pet
TOV KOOUO TWV HUPWALWV... A,

Kal Tava AapBavoupe urtogy
Tov agpal IMNptv Eekivrooupe TV
TIEPUTOALAL UTTAPXEL CUYKEKPILLEVOC
«kwdLKAC EvOUONG» TOTO YLIA UEVA
000 Kal yla Tov okUAo. Karého,
VIAEKO, YAVTLA Kal 0akidlo yia
Léva, «oapapdk yia Tov Koukt.
‘Etol katahafaivel otL twpa

elval wpa SOUAELAC Kal Oxt BoAtag. Emetta Eekwvape ya
AKOUN i «TTepUTETELO!

B.: Xtnv nepintwon ™ 16ANG, Tépa amo TIG POPES

mIou Ba ndpe og AANOWO TEPLOTATIKO YA TO OTT0l0
KATTOLOC AG €XEL EIOOTTIOMOEL, akoAouBoULE auotpo
TIPOYPAUUA «TTPOTIOVNONG» 2-3 (OPEC TV eBdouada,
OTTIOU «OTIIVOURE» EVa «PEVTIKOY» TIEPLOTATIKO. Ot
QITALTNOELG Yia TNV [OAN opwc eivat (dleg pe éva
aANBVO MEPLOTATIKO Kal BonBdave tnv 16An va kpatBel
0€ (POPUA KAl e UPNAO KivnTPO.

Tt Brnata akohouBouvTtal 6tav o Koukt ) n 16An Bpet
SNANTNPLACUEVO SOAWMA 1 KATTOLO PO@ipL TNV
UrtaOpo;

A., B.: AkohouBeltal n (dla dtadikaoia kat anod Tig

V0 opadeg. O Koukt dtav evrortioel KatL kabetat
Slrma yla va o onuadeet. Av ITpOKELTAL Yia KATTOLO
UKPO SOAWUQ, TO palevoulle el TOMoU, apol BERala
Bydloupe pwtoypapieg kat mapoupe otiypa GPS.
Mavta pe aopalela TOOO yia To delya 600 Kal yla
ELEVQ, YlaTl TPOKELTAL YIa AKPWS TOEIKEC OUCIEC, TO
TOOBETOUE O€ KATAAANAO SOxElD. AV UTIAPXOUV

Na npwt opa
EXOUME OTA XEPLA HaG Eva
QITOTEAECUATIKO EPYAAEIO

yla TV £pEuva Twv
O'UYKstll.léva EYKATIII(ITWV finds something, he sits next to
Kata tng ayplag {wng.
For the first time, we have in
our hands an effective tool
for investigating this
wildlife crime.

victims / findings or elements of the topography of the
site, | determine the area for the investigation. The way
we move in space, however, is entirely up to Kouki;

he is the one guided by smells... Oh, and we always
take the wind into account! Before we start patrolling,
there is a specific “dress code” for both of us. Hat, vest,
gloves and backpack for me, and a harness for Kouki,
so that he understands that now is time for work,

not for a stroll. And this is how we set off for another
“adventure”!

V.: In the case of loli, apart from the times when we are

notified to go check out an incident, we follow a strict

training program 2-3 times a week, where we set up a

fake incident. For loli, the requirements are the same as

they would be if it were a real incident. This helps loli to
keep fit and motivated.

What are the steps followed
when Kouki or loli find a poison
bait or a poisoned animal in the
countryside?

V., D.: The same procedure
applies to both units. When Kouki

it to mark it. If it is a small bait,
we collect it on the spot, after
we take photos and note the
location through GPS. We place
the sample in a suitable container,
handling it with extreme caution
for safety concerns, as these

are highly toxic substances. If
there are dead insects around
the bait, we collect them as well,
because they can be a source of further poisoning for
an insect-eating animal. If we find a poisoned animal

or if the bait is a whole carcass, things get a little
“‘complicated”. It must first be transferred to the rural
veterinary clinic, in order to obtain appropriate samples
for toxicological tests. Then the carcass must be buried
in an appropriate manner as directed by the Ministry of
Rural Development, so that it is not accessible to other
animals and the death cycle is stopped there. Then
samples are sent for tests, and a lawsuit and a pre-trial
procedure is carried out by the competent authorities.

Any incidents that have stayed etched in memory?

D.: To date | have investigated 47 poisoning incidents
and remember them one by one. But no one forgets
their first time. It was March 2014, and Kouki and | had
just finished our training. | would say that Kouki was
not very fond of me yet, probably because | was the
reason that he got separated from his trainer. | received

a call that there was a dead sheepdog close to Meteora.

So, | loaded the car and we set off. This was the first
time | was bringing Kouki to a real incident. We started
with the dead dog that we knew was already there and
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VEKPA EVTOUA KATW ATTO TO SOAWLA TA CUAAEYOULLE,
ylatt elvatl kal autd myn meEpATEPW dnANTMPlaong

YLOL KATTOLO EVTOLLOQAYO {Wo. AV eVTOTIOOUE KATTOLO
AMANTNPLACLEVO (WO 1) TO SOAWMA Elval KATTOLO
OANOKANPO KOUPAPL EKEL «TTEpUTAEKOVTAL Alyo TA
npaypata. MNp€nel apyika va LeTapepBEel 0TO AypOTIKO
KINVIATPELD, WOTE va ANgBouV Ta kataAAnAa delypata
YLO TOEKOAOYIKEC AVAAUOELS. TN CUVEXELD, TO KOUPAPL
TIPETIEL VA TAPEL Ue KATAAANAO TPOTT0, OTTWS 0pllouv oL
odnylec Tou Yrmoupyeiou AypoTikng Avamtuéng, wote
QUTO va PNV elvat mpooPAactpo o aiia wa Kal va
OTAUATNOEL eKEl O KUKAOG TOU BavATOU. TN CUVEXELQ,
QKOANOUBEL N ATTOOTOAY) TWV SELYUATWY VLA AVAAUON, N
KaTaBeon UNVUONC Kal 1 TTPOAVAKPLTIKY) dtadikaaotia rmou
TIPQAYLATOTTIOLOUV Ol APLLOSIEC UTINPETIEC.

YTApXEL KATTOLO TTIEPLOTATIKO JTOU EUELVE XAPAYEVO
OTN MVAKN;

A.: MéxplL onuepa exw epeVVNOEL 47 TTEPLOTATIKA
OAnTplaong kat Ta Bupdpatl €va mpog eva. ANG

NV TIPWTN 00U POoPA dev TV Eexvag note! Htav
Mdaptioc Tou 2014 kat eyw Kat 0 KoUKl LOALG £XOUIE
TEAEWWOEL TNV ekTtaldevomn pag. Oa éAeya OTL aKOLN

dev e oupabouoe 1BlalTePA UIAC KAl oLV 1 «attia»
TIOU XWPLOE artd ToV eknmaldeutn tou. Me naipvouv
TNAEPWVO OTL UTTAPXEL VAL VEKPO TOOTTAVOOKUAO
OXETIKA KovTa ota Metéwpa. Malpvw v amdeaon,
POPTWVW TO auToKivNTO Kal Eekvape! Aprvw tov Koukt
YLO TIPWTN POPA 0 AANOIVO TIEPLOTATIKO. ZeKWVAE ATt
TO OKUAL TT0oU E€pajie OTLNTAv NON ekel kal ouveyilovtag
Bplokouue dAAa 3. Karmota oty xavw tov Kokt
nilow amod evav Bauvo. MNpoxwpdw Alyo kal Tov BAETW
va kaBetal dimha amd eva owpod anod kpeatal 8 KNG
SdoAwpata ouvollkd! Eketvn v ekova vopllw dev Ba
v &exaow mote! Autrv Aoutov N reputoAia oppayloe
™V dnuovpyta g opadag pag!

© Tasos Bounas

continuing we found three more. At some point, | lost
Kouki behind a bush. I walked to find him sitting next to
a pile of meats! 8 kilos of poison bait! | will never forget
that image! This was the patrol that sealed the creation
of our team!

V.: loli has been fortunate enough and hasn’t had
any major incidents with many dead animals so far.
However, all incidents are very unpleasant and are
unfortunately unforgettable, because one comes face
to face with all the malice and cruelty of man.

What has been the public’s and the countryside
communities’ attitude towards dog units?

D.: Since placement of poison baits is a practice that
affects all of society and all land users, | can say that the
public has embraced the dog units and shows trust in
them. After so many years, where, for example, together
with farmers we buried their poisoned sheepdogs,
there is a relationship of mutual trust. Dog units offer a
solution to a problem of society that did not exist until
now! They bridge the gap between rural communities
and conservationists.

V.: People usually are very impressed and are grateful
for the help, emotional support and sympathy that we
provide on a problem which, in most cases, no one pays
attention to.

What is it like having a dog as a work partner?

D.: Itis a “love and passion” relationship, if | may call

it that. In essence, it is like marrying the dog! You may
have other friends, but he only has you. You are the
leader of his herd! You should never lose this role, as he
is a working dog with a very dangerous job. It is a full
time relationship that requires dedication.

B.: H I6AN €xel TV KAA TUXN LEXPL OTLYHNG VA NV €XEL
TIETUXEL KAVEVA UEYANO TIEQLOTATIKO LLE TIOAAA Vekpa (wa.
Mapoia autd, OAA Ta TEPLOTATIKA glval TTOAU SuocdpeoTta
Kal Evouv dUOTUXWCE atéxaota, ylati Bplokecal mpdowTo
ILE TIPOOWTTO E OAN TNV Kakia kat v aypldmTa Tou
avBpwrou.

Mowa n avtanokplon artd To Koo Kat Idlaitepa armo TG
KOWVOTNTES TNG unaibpovu;

A.: Muag kat Ta 6.8. elvatl iia IipakTikY) 7Tou TIAATTEL OAN
TNV KOWwVia Kat OAOUC TOUC XPNOTEC YNG, LITOPW Va TIw
OTL €XOUV AYKAALATEL TNV OLLASA KAL TNV ELTTIOTEVOVTAL
QItoOAUTA. MEeTd amd tooa XpOovLa, TToU YIA TAPAdELY LA

Exw Bael padl e Toug KINVOTPOPOUS TA ONANTNPLACLEVA
TOOTAVOOKUAQ TOUG, EXOUIE QVarTTUEEL Ula oxeon apotBalag
euriiotoouvng. Ot O mpoo@epouv AUon o€ éva TPORANUa
™G Kowwviag mou peExpL twpa dev urmpxe! lepupwvouv
Ba éAeya TO XAOMA LETALL TWV avOpwrwy TG unaibpou
KAl TwV avBpwrwy 1ou acxoAouvTal e T dlatpnon

™G PUONC.

B.: O kdopoc ouvnBwe evtunwotddetal oAU Kat ival
EUYVWLWY Yia TN BonBela, urmtoom)pién Kat CUUTTOVIA
TIOU TOUG TIPOOPEPOULE O EvVa TIPORANLLA OTTOU OTIG
TIEPLOCOTEPEC TWV TIEPUTTWOEWY, Kavevag dev Toug dlvel
Kaula mpooox).

Mwg givat va €xelg éva oKUAO YLaL CUVEPYATN);

A.: ETutp€te HoU TNV EKQPAON EvVaL LA OXEOT) «AyAIm G
Kal TaBougy. Tov okUAO Tov «Jtavtpeleoaly! Eol prtopet

Va EXELG Kal AANOUG IAOUC, AANG AUTOC EXEL LLOVO €0EVA.
Eloal o apynyoc e ayeAng tou! INote dev mPETTEL va XAOELG
QUTOV TOV POAO LULAC KAl TIPOKELTAL YIa VA OKUAO epyaciag
LE IOl TTIOAU eTTikivouvn SoUAELd LdAloTa. Elval o oxéon
apoaiwong kat TANPoUS anmacyoAnong!

B.: Elvat pla povadikn) eprelpla, mou emnpeddel oxL LOVo TV
ETTALY YEALLATIKT 00U (W) aAAA Kat OAN TNV UTTOAOUTN COU
{WwN), PEPVOVTAC TA TAVTA AVW KATW (e TNV KaAn vvolal).
Ekelvol mou pofouvtal Tn SETUEVON OUWCE KAAUTEPA Va
QITOPUYOUV VA £X0UV £VAV TETOLO cuvepydat!

Tt Oa €éAeyeg o€ AUTOUC TTOU TOTTOOETOUV SnNANTNPLACUEVA
SoAwpata oty UntaBpo;

A.: YuvnBidw va AMéw oTL To «dirmodo Bnplo» elvat to
ovVadIko IKavo va KaTaoTpEPel Ta avTda... 2To dimodo
Bnplo Aoutodv mou Balel poOAeg arhd pwtaw «I TATI:» kat
oToug piloug Tou uTteVBUL W OTL N olwr elval cuvevoxn!

B.: Tt va melg o karmolov mou dev oefetarl tn {wn;

Tt oupBOUAEG Ba €816 o€ €vav VEO Kal (0WG TOV TPWTO
XEPLOT [Lag TéTolag opadag oty Kumpo;

A.: Tepd otoudxl! Oa det moAl Bavato, Ba avaykaoTel va
IUTEL OTOV TPOTO OKEWPNC TOU SpAoTN YIa VA EPEVVNTEL TO
TIEPLOTATIKO, O AVAYKAOTEL VA APLEPWTEL KOUULATL artd TNV
Puyn tou! AANA kaBe Solwpa ou Ba Bplokel Ba EEpel oTL
€0WOoE [ia {wn Kat auto To aloBnua Alyot prmopouv va to
VIWOOULV!

EoU propel va €xeLg kat
AAAoug PIAoUG, aAAd aAUTOG
EXEL pOvo eogva. Eioat o
apxnyog g ayeAng tou!
You may have other friends,

but he only has you. You are
the leader of his herd!

B: It's a unique experience, affecting your
professional and your personal life, bringing
everything upside down (but in a good way).
Those afraid of commitment, had better avoid
having such a partner!

What would you say to those placing poison
baits in the countryside?

D.: | usually say that the only one capable of
destroying everything is the “two-legged beast”.
To the two-legged beasts who place poison, |
simply ask ‘'WHY?" and to their friends | remind
them that silence is complicit!

V.: What can you possibly say to someone who
does not respect life?

What advice would you give to a new handler,
and perhaps the first one of a Cypriot Anti-
Poison Dog Unit?

D.: They need a strong stomach! They will

see a lot of death, they will have to enter the
perpetrator’'s mind to investigate the incident,
they will have to devote part of their soul. But,
for every poison bait they will find, they will
know that they have saved a life and this is a
feeling only a few people can experience.

H ouada mc Biktwplac Kat g 10Ang

ExeL SnuLoupynBel e urtooTPIEN Tou
[poypaupatog tou MNpaotvou Tapeiov evavtia
ota SnAnmnplacuEva SoAwata atn AUTIKY
Makedovia Kat n opdda tou Anunten ka

ToU KoUKl e umootplén tou [NpoypdiUatod
LIFE+ «H Entotpogn tou Aompomncdpn»

Kot LIFE «Zwn) yia tov AoTtpordpn.

Victoria’s dog unit was created with
support from the Green Fund against
poison baits in Western Macedonia and
Dimitri’s dog unit was created with support
from “The Return of the Neophron” LIFE+
project and the “Egyptian Vulture New
LIFE” LIFE project.
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Mwgn
texvoloyia GPS
oUMUBaArAEL oTNV
npooTaoia TWV

YUTTWV

How GPS
technology

is key to securing
the future

of vultures

Franziska Lorcher, Vulture Conservation Foundation

H mapakoholBnom peyaAwyY TOUAWY pEow GPS
Eexivnoe oTIg apxeg TG dekaetiag Tou ‘90 Kal yvwpLoe
HUEYAAN QVATTTUEN Ta TEAEUTAlA XPOVIA. 2NV APXN,

OL TIOWTTOL YTAV APKETA UEYAAOL OE EYEOOC Kal

Ntav dlabéoiuol LOVo e pmatapleg, mpayua mou
OTLOLVE OTL LOVO O€ UEYAAA TTOUALA Imopovoay

va TormoBeTnOoUV. I1UePA, OL TTOUTToL auTol elval
TIOAU TTlO Kpol Kal eival e§0mALoUEVOL UE NALAKOUG
OUAAEKTEC VIO ETIAVAPOPTION TWV LITATAPLWY, TTIPAYA
TTOU TOUC KABLOTA KATAAANAOUG KAl YLa UKPOTEPA
TIOUALA. [ToUALA TToU XPNOLoTIo VY avodIKA

PEVATA AEPQ, OTTWGE OL YUTIES, TIPOTPEPOVTAL YL
nioprtoug GPS, kaBwg to Bapog Tou mourou dev
QUTOTEAEL TIEPLOPLOTIKO TIAPAYOVTA KAL Ol TTIOWTTOL €lval
QPKETA eKTEDEEVOL OTNV NALAKY) akTivoRoAla Kat
enavagoptidovtal. AvaAoya e ToV TUTTO TTIOUTToU,
WtopoLV va kataypagpouy pexpet kat 10.000 otiyuata
NUepNotwe. Autd Ta dedopeva, Kabwe Kal To emimedo
LoxVU0C TNG LtatTapiag, LETamEPOVTAL LECW SOPUPOPOU
1 Tou SIKTUOU GSM 0TI €peLVNTIKEC OAdEG. Ol
TiouTTol WtopoUy va Iapaielvouy o€ Aeltoupyia yla
QPKETA XpovIa Kal Sev elval aouvnBLoTo €va ATouo va
napakoAouBeital yia 3-4 xpovia 1 Kal TTEPLOTOTEPO.

Ta dedopéva mou ouyKevTpwvovTal oxetilovtal e

™ BloAoyia, TNV okoAoyla kat tn dlatnpnon Twv
MoOUALWV. Katapyxdg, elval éva eEalpeTikod epyaleio ya
™V TapakoAoUBnon g eunpepiag tou mouAovw. Tooo
Ol MEAETNTEC OO0 KAl AUTOUATOOMIEVA CUCTALATA
ENEYXOU EAEYXOLV TaA HESOUEVA, TA OTTOLA LETAPEPOVTAL
TAKTIKA LEOW TwV SIKTVWY GSM / GPRS. Edv Tto mouAl
dev Kiveltal, €av n BepLokpacia owHUaATog ECEL TTOAU
XAUNAG 1] Ta SEOOUEVA TOU ETUTAXUVOLOUETPOU OV
Selxvouv oroladnmote dpacTPELOTNTA, EUPavideTat
ua eldortoinom. Xapn o€ auTES TIC TTANPOQOPLES, La
ouada medlou pmopel va eldomomBel eykailpwg yia

Va PETAREL 0NV TIEPLOXY) KAl VA OWOEL EVA AdUVALO
[Uma n, av 1o MoUAL Bpebel vekpod, n opada mopel va

GPS tracking of big birds started in the early 90s and
saw an exponential growth in recent years. In the early
days, the tags were quite big and were only available
with batteries, which meant that only big birds could

be fitted with these tags. Today, tags are much smaller
and are equipped with solar panels that can recharge
the batteries, making them also suitable for smaller
birds. Soaring birds like vultures are well suited for
these GPS tags, as the weight is not a limiting factor
and the tags are well exposed to the sun and are re-
charged accordingly. Depending on the type of tag, up
to 10,000 fixes per day can be recorded. These data, as
well as battery power level, are transferred via satellite
or the GSM network to the research teams. The tags
can remain operational for several years and it's not
uncommon to follow a single individual for 3-4 years or
even longer.

The gathered data feed into several aspects of

bird, and more specifically vulture, biology, ecology
and conservation knowledge. First, it is a great

tool to monitor the well-being of the tagged bird.
Conservationists, scientists as well as automated check
systems proof the data, which are regularly transferred
via GSM/GPRS. If the bird does not move, if body
temperature drops low or the accelerometer data
show no activity, an alert comes up. Thanks to this
information, a field team can be alerted timely to go
on site and save a weak vulture or, if they bird is found
dead, make sure that a proper post-mortem analysis
can be performed, if the carcass is found as soon as
possible after the bird dies.

In the Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus reintroduction
project in the Alps, 106 birds were tagged with a GPS
device, of which 22 died or had to be recaptured. Half
of them could be re-released and most likely, most of
them would not have been found on time had they
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Sdlaopalioel OTL Ba vivel vekpoia og meplmtwon mou 1o
TIOUAL €xeL BpeBel ouvTola PeTa Tov Bavato Tou.

Katd 1o nmpodypapua ertavévtaing Munastwy Gypaetus
barbatus otic AATTELS, TomoBeBNKav oot GPS

oe 106 mouAld, ek Twv omolwv 22 mebavay M

ETIPETIE VA EMAVACUAANPOOUV. Ta Lod amd autd
areAeUBepwONKaY Kat rbavotata, Ta MEPLOcOTEPA
artd auta dev Ba eixav Bpebel eykaipwe, edv dev eixav
epodlaoTel e moutd GPS (Daniel Hegglin, pers. comm.).

Ta dedopéva GPS pag fonBoulv va Katavorooupe
TIC TIEPLOXEC TPOPOANPILAC KAl TIC UETAVAOTEVUTIKES
SLAdPOUEC TWV TIOUALWY, KAl VA EVTOTTIOOULLE

TUXOV ETUKIVOUVA NAEKTPIKA KAAWSLA, OTUAOUG 1)
avepoyevwnTpleg. Ta dedopéva autd eival laitepa
ONUAVTIKA KaBwe Katadelkvouy 1toU UTTAPXEL N
HEYAAUTEPN avAyKN Yla SPACELC dlatr)pnong Kat
ETITPETIOVV O€ EMIOTNMOVES VA UEAETIIOOULV TN
OULTTEPLPOPA TWV TTIOUALWV.

ErttAéov, ta dedopgva GPS eival éva e€alpeTiko
epyaleio emikolvwviag katl evatobntormoinong.

‘Orolog erbupel pmopet va akoAoubnoel To Tagidl Tou
QYN UEVOU TOU TTOUALOU 0TO SLadikTuo Kal dedopeva
VPNANCS AVaAUONC ITOPOUV XPNOLLOTTIOMBoUY yia

™ Snoupyla eVTUNIWOIaKWY avamapaoTACEwWy TOU
TPOTIOU |LE TOV OTTOLO TA TTIOUALA XPNOLLLOTIOOUY Ta
Bepud avodika pevaTa Kat TeTouV aToug oupavouq.

Me OA\a AUTA TA TIAEOVEKTNLATA, EVAL ONUAVTIKO

va BULOUOOTE OTL 1) TOTTOBETNON TTIOUTTOU OF £val

TIOUAL TIPETTEL VA VIVETAL TIOAU TIPOOEKTIKA, KABwE M
AavBaaopevn TonoBetnon tou e€onAlopuol Ba uopoloe
Va EXEL COPBAPEC ETTUTTWOELG OTNV UYEIQ TOU TTOUALOU.
Yrdpxouv ac@aleic uebodol ol omolec €xouv doklaoTel
EUPEWC. 2UVIOTATAL N TTPOCBNKN VoG adUvajlou
onueiou ot {wvn, €T0L WOTE, OTNV TEPMTWon 1ou

€vag TToWITog dev elval ma og Aettoupyla, autn va
OTIAOEL KAL O TIOWITOC VA TIECEL ATTO TO TIOUAL.

To Vulture Conservation Foundation (VCF) 161 mapeixe
U0 moproug otov MNTtnvoloyiko kal TV Yrnpeaoia
Onpag kal Mavidag, mpaypa To ortolo Hag ETITPETTEL VA
TIAPAKOAOUBOUE TIG KIVIOELG OU0 VEAPWY YUTIWY, TNG
NepeAng kat Tou Tkapou. Xapn oTov TToUmno, n opdada Tou
npoypappatoc LIFE with Vultures sixe mapampenoet ott
N Ne@éhn Bplokotav otny TOAN ™G AgUecoU Kat nTav
oge B€0m va MAPAKOAOUBEL Kal va TpooTaTeVEL TO TTIOUAL
arto To £0aPOG EVOOW Bplokotay ekel. XTo mAaiolo Tou
npoypapparog LIFE with Vultures, 28-35 yurnec nepimou
Ba €EOTTAOTOUV [UE TTIOUTTOUC XPNOLLOTIOWWVTAS €va TUTTO
(wwnc (leg loop harness) mou katd v aron) pag eival
M TUO PIALIKY) ETIAOYY TTPOC Ta {Wa. AVUTTOOVOUE Va
0ag TIOPOUCIACOUE KATTOLOUC EVOLAPEPOVTES XAPTES
arTo TIG KIVNOELG TWV VIOTILWY, AAAA KAl TWV VEWV YUTTWV
mou Ba eloaxBouyv and ™y lomavia.

not been fitted with a GPS tag (Daniel Hegglin, pers.
comm.).

The GPS data further helps us understand foraging
areas and migration paths as well as identify dangerous
electrical lines, poles or windmills, etc. This data is
especially important to inform conservationists where
the biggest needs for actions are or for scientists who
want to study the behaviour of the tagged birds.

Additionally, GPS data are also a great communication
and awareness-raising tool. People can follow the
journey of their favourite bird online and high-
resolution data can be animated creating impressive
illustrations on how birds use thermals and fly in

our skies.

With all these advantages, it is important to remember
that fixing the tags on a bird needs to be done very
carefully, as wrong fitting of the harness could have
severe effects on the bird’s health. Safe methods exist
and have been tested widely. It is recommended to add
a weak point to the harness, which will break after some
years so that tags that are no longer working can

fall off.

The Vulture Conservation Foundation (VCF) already
provided two tags to BirdLife Cyprus and the Game and
Fauna Service, and now we can follow the movements
of young Nepheli and Ikaros. Thanks to the GPS tag,
the LIFE with Vultures project team were able to realise
that Nepheli was roosting in the busy city of Limassol
and were able to monitor and protect the bird on the
ground. Around 28-35 Griffon Vultures will be tagged
within the LIFE with Vultures project using the leg

loop harnesses, which is, in our view, the most animal
friendly option. We are looking forward to show you
some exciting maps for the movement of the resident
and translocated vultures in the near future.

LIFE UNDER GRIFFON WINGS

Epappoyn
BEATIOTWYV
TIPAKTIKWYV Yld
N dtaocwomn Tou
Mupoxpovu Nina
oTtn Zapdnvia

Implementation
of best practices
o rescue

Griffon Vultures
m Sardinia

Juyypawn ano v opada tou npoypauuatog LIFE Under Griffon Wings
Written by the LIFE Under Griffon Wings project team

Xapn o€ 6pdoelg dSlatmenoNg, 0 TANBUOUOC TWV YUTIWV AVAKAUTTTEL O€ TIOANEG XWPEC OE
OAOKANPN TV Eupwrn. H dladoon Twv emTuXLwyY aAAd Katl TS YVwWoNG ToU artoKTATAL LETA aTto
TETOLEC TIPOOTIABELEG ATTOTEAOUV ONUAVTIKO TTAPAYOVTA YId TNV ETUTUXIA LEANOVTIKWY OPATEWV.
>N 2apdnvia, orou o Mumac avtipetwrtidel mTapOUOLEC ATTEINEG e auTteg otV KUrpo, eva avaloyo
TIPOYPAUA LLE XpnuaTtodotnon amno to LIFE vAomoleltal e emttuyia.

Thanks to conservation actions, vulture populations are recovering in many countries throughout
Europe. Learning from and building on the successes of these coordinated efforts is key for the
success of future actions. In Sardinia, an island with the same challenges facing the Griffon Vulture
as in Cyprus, a similar LIFE-funded project is currently being implemented with success.

>mv ltaila, o Mupdyxpoug Mumag mepthapBavetal
otov Kokkivo Katdhoyo yia ta MouAtd wg

Kploipwe Kivduvevov (Rondinini et al., 2013), evw

0 EVATTOLEIVAVTAG (PUOLKOG TANBUOOG TNG XWPAS
Bploketal o Xapdnvia. To mpoypaupa LIFE UNDER
GRIFFON WINGS (2015-2020) otoxeveL 0n
BeAtiwon Tou kabeotwTtog dlatrpnong tou MNupdxpou
[Uma o 2apdnvia péocw dpacewy yla TV avénon
™G PEPOVOAG LKAVOTNTAC TOU EVOLAITLATOS TNS
Yapdnviag, ™ dnuoupylia ao@aiwy cuvenKwy yla
10 €(d0oC¢ Kal TN BeATiwon ™MC EAKUCTIKOTNTAG TWV
evolATNATWY Yla Tov ura.

MéxpL oT|LEPA OL ETUTUXIEG TOU TIPOYPAUATOG Elval:
Mo mpw™n Popa otV ITaAia, epapUdoTnKe O
EVPWTTAIKOC KavovIopog 142/2011 mou eruTpenel TNV
TOTTOBETNON KOUPAPLWY {WWV EKTATIKYC KTNVOTPOMIAC
0€ IOWTIKES TAIOTPEC YUTTWY EYKEKPIUEVES ATTO TIC
APHOBLEG APXES VIO TNV TIAPOXY) CULTTANPWUATIKNG

In Italy, the Griffon Vulture is included in the Red List
as critically endangered (Rondinini et al. 2013), with
the last natural population persisting on the island of
Sardinia. The LIFE UNDER GRIFFON WINGS project
(2015-2020) aims at improving the conservation status
of the Griffon Vultures in Sardinia by increasing habitat
carrying capacity, safety and attractivity.

This is what the project has achieved so far:

Implementation, for the first time in Italy, of EU
Regulation 142/2011 which allows for carcasses of
extensive livestock to be left in private feeding stations
authorised by the competent authorities for feeding
scavengers. The area in which farm feeding stations
can be authorised is limited to few Natura 2000 sites
located in northern-western Sardinia. When the health
authorization is issued, farmers get financial support for
the use of an electric fence to enclose the identified
farm feeding area.
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TPOYNG O€ TTWHATOPAaya ién onwg o MNumag. H
TIEPLOYN OTNV OTolal WTOPEL VAl ETUTPATTEL 1) AELToLpYIa
TAOTPWYV TtepLopldeTal O€ LLEPIKES TIEPLOXES TOU SIKTUOU
Natura 2000 rou Bplokovtal oTo BoPelodUTIKO LEPOG
Tou vnotov. Otav n apuodla apxn ekdwaoel adela

yla ™ Asttoupyla pag WWTkNg Talotpac, o
KTNVOTPOMOG AABAVEL XpNLATOdOTNON YA TNV ayopd
KaL XPNon NAEKTPLIKNC TIEPLPPAENS Yla VA TTEPLPPALEL
TO AOELOSOTNEVO TEUAXLO, WOTE VA UTTOPETEL VA
Asltoupynoel w¢ TatoTpa.

ErteuyOnke LETPLAOUOC TOU TIPORANUATOC TNG
EMNEWNG TPOENC XapN 0N AElToupYia U0 KEVTPIKWY
TAOTPWV Kal 36 IBLWTIKWY TAOTPWY TIOU EXOUV
adelodotnBel pExpL onuepa. MexpL onuePQ, OAEC
oL TaloTpeg €XOLV TTAPATKEL CUVOAIKA 58.684 kIAd
Blopalag we tpopn yua tov [ura.

Mitigation of food shortage thanks to the activation
of two centralized feeding stations and 36 farm feeding
stations which have provisioned so far a total of 58,684
kilos of biomass.

Activation of one anti-poison dog unit which, starting
from June 2016, has patrolled 1300 km of the project
area in 150 preventive inspections and has responded
to 38 on-call inspections. In 7 cases there was enough
evidence to investigate on the crime of suspected illegal
use of poison and in two cases a formal accusation was
issued.

Restocking program: 63 vultures have been released
so far, of which 55 (87.4%) are regularly spotted in the
project area, 4 (6.3%) have not been spotted since their
release and 4 (6.3%) have died.

H Campeda eivat éva peydio
0pOTTESIO 0T BOPELOSUTIKY)
Yapdnvia émou €xouv
&nuovpynBel oMot atabpol
TPOPOdNTNONG,.

Campeda is a large plateau in the
North West of Sardinia, where
several farm feeding stations have
been set up.

TeOnke oe Aettoupyla pa Opada Y KUAWY Avixveuong
AnANTPopEVWY AOAWIATWY, N ortola Eekivnoe Tov
lovvio 2016 kat péxplL oruepa €xet kahupet 1.300
XIOLETPA, £XEL CUUETAOXEL 0 150 TPOANTTTIKES
TiepUTOALEQ Kal €xeL avTamokplBOel oe 38 KANOELQ YA
ENEYXO. 2€ 7 QIO AUTEG TIC TIEPUTTWOELS UTTNPXAV
ETTAPKY) ATOSEIKTIKA OTOLYEla yia T dlepeivnon
TOU TiBavoU £YKALATOS TTApAvouNng XP1ong
SNANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY Kal 08 SUO AITO AUTEC
TIC TIEPUTTWOELG KOOONKe emionun katnyopla anod
TIC QPXEG.

MpoypaLa eloaywyng Mumwy: Méxpl oTyung
Exouv areAeuBepwOel 63 TUTMEG, €K TWV OTTOlWY
55 (87,4%) mapatnpolvTal TAKTIKA TNV TTEPLOXN
TOU TIPOYPAUATOC, 4 (6,3%) Sev €xouv mapatnenOet
LEXPL ONUEPA artd TNV NUEPA ATTEAEUBEPWONG TOUC
Kat 4 (6,3%) €xouv meBavel.

Ol epyaocteg yla my evioxuon tou Kévtpou
MeptBahync Ayplag Zwng €xouv oAoKANPWBEL kal Ta
TIOOOOTA EMPBIWONG 6 WVEG LETA TNV AITEAEUBEPWON
Twv Muntwv 1ou ehapav meptBaiym eivat 71,4%.

XdApn 0g AUTEC TIG CUVTOVIOUEVEG TIPOOTIADELEG,

0 TANBUoK6S Tou MNupdxpou MUta ot Xapdnvia
autnbnke ard 95 datopa pe 35 xwpokmnTika (evyapla
10 2015 o0g 230-250 atopa pe 57 xwpokmTIKA
Cevyapla 1o 2019.

ErtutAéov, v avolén tou 2019, dUo eviAlka TTOUALA
AoTmpoyurta Neophron perchopterus gpwAlaoay 0ToUC
YKpPEUOUG Tou Ttapkou Porto Conte, ot BopeloduTikn
>apdnvia. Ta U0 TOUALA TPEPOVTAL TAKTIKA OTNV
KEVTPLKY) TaloTpa. To (UKPO TOUG EKKOAAMPONKE Kal
meTage amod TN QWALA ETUTUXWS OTA TEAN 2enmtepBpilou
Tou 2019. Autn NTav Kat N IIpwIn popd 10U
AoTIPOYUTTAC PWALAOE EMITUXWS 0N 2apdnvia,
Kabwg To €ldog dev oupmeplhapBavetatl otn Alota
PWAealoOVTWY €1BWV Tou vnolou. Elval emopévwg éva
Tapadelya avBopunIC eEAmAWoNG, Kabwg Kal TNC
BeATiwoNG TG EAKUOTIKOTNTAG TWV EVOLATUATWY Yld
TITWHLATOPAYA TIOUALAL.

To mpoypapua LIFE UNDER GRIFFON WINGS LIFE14
NAT/IT/000484 e mpoUmoAoytouo 1.733.385 eupw
ouyxpnuatodoteital katd 60% armo to npoypaua LIFE mg
Eupwraikne Evwong. H didpketa tou mpoypduuatod ivat 5
xpovia (XentéuBploc 2015 - Avyouatog 2020) e popelg
vhomoinang to Mavemomuio Universit degli Studi di Sassari wg
ENMKEPAANG ETAPOG KAl CUUBOAAOLEVOUS eTalpouG Toug EFS
(Ente Foreste della Sardegna), BOSA (Comune di Bosa), CFVA
(Corpo forestale e di vigilanza ambientale della Regione Sardegna)
omV ItaAla.

Mabete neploodtepa oto www.lifeundergriffonwings.eu

AoTpoyurag / Egyptian Vulture © Bruno Berthemy / VCF

The work for the reinforcement of the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center has been concluded and the
survival rates of rehabilitated vultures 6 months after
the release are equal to 71.4%.

Thanks to these coordinated efforts, the Griffon Vulture
population in Sardinia increased from 25 individuals
with 35 territorial pairs in 2015 to 230-250 individuals
with 57 territorial pairs in 2019. Moreover, in the
spring of 2019, two adult Egyptian Vultures Neophron
percnopterus settled and built a nest in the cliffs of

the Porto Conte Regional Park, in northern-western
Sardinia. The two birds regularly fed in the centralized
feeding station. Their juvenile successfully fledged in
late September 2019, and is the first Egyptian Vulture
to be born in Sardinia, as the species is not listed among
the breeding birds of the island. It is thus an example of
spontaneous colonization, and of the increased habitat
attractivity for scavenger birds.

The LIFE UNDER GRIFFON WINGS project LIFE14 NAT/
IT/000484 with a total budget of 1,733,385.00 euro is 60%
co-funded by the LIFE program of the European Union. The
project’s duration is five years (September 2015 - August 2020)
and is implemented by University Universit degli Studi di Sassari
as a leading partner and EFS (Ente Foreste della Sardegna), BOSA
(Comune di Bosa), CFVA (Corpo forestale e di vigilanza ambientale
della Regione Sardegna) in Italy.

Learn more at www.lifeundergriffonwings.eu
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Mwg va to avayvwpioelg

ID Challenge

EvnAikog Vs veapog lNomnag
Adult Vs juvenile Griffon Vulture

Jane Stylianou, YrieuBuvn Kataypapwv MNtnvoloyikou
Jane Stylianou, BirdLife Cyprus Bird Recorder

O Imag etval To LeyaAUTEPO APTIAKTIKO TIOUAL TTOU
PWALalel oty Kumpo. Mpokettal yia eva TepdoTio TIOUAL
Kal elvarl EUeavwe EYOAITEPO artd Ta AAAA APTIAKTIKA
TIOU PWALAOLV €6W), OMWES 0 2TILAETOC Kal TO AUTAOYEPAKO.
MBavotata Ba deite eva Muma kabwg MeTd, lowg Tavw
arto TNV Emokorm, Kovid oTov autokivnTtodpouo Aeuecou-
Mapou 1 oty Konada Atapidou. Ot MUmeg metouV e

TIOAU apyd Kal Bapld (pTEPOKOITLLATA, Ta Ortola KABE TOC0
SlakoémTovTal armod AgpOYAOTONUA UE TIG PTEPOUYEG
EANAPPWG ONKwHEVEC ae pNnxo V. Mol cuyvd Ba Toug
SoUE va AVELOYALOTPOUV Kal OTaV Ol (PTEPOUYEG TOUC
elval TEVTWHEVEC palvovTal PLUTEPEG. TeEVIKA OLLWG Ol
(PTEPOUYEG Elval TTOAD TTAATIEG KAL TA TIPWTEVOVTA
(PTEPA OTO AKPO TNC PTEPOUYAG LOLALOUY E «OAXTUAGY.

The Griffon Vulture is the largest breeding bird of prey
that we have in Cyprus. It is a huge bird and is clearly
larger than the other raptors that breed here - the
Bonelli’'s Eagle and the Long-legged Buzzard. You are
most likely to see one in flight, maybe over Episkopi,
flying over the nearby Limassol
to Paphos motorway or
in the Diarizos Valley.
Griffon Vultures
fly with slow
and deliberate
movements often
gliding with their
wings slightly
raised - head on
this gives them a
shallow V shape.
They are often seen
gliding and if the wings
are outstretched they can
seem pointed. Overall though the wings are very
broad and the primary feathers seen at the end
of the wing resemble out-spread “fingers”.

O mac eivat oy ovola «diXpwHOC» — UE AVOLXTO
KaeTl 0TO TTAVW EPOC TNC PTEPOUYAS
KAl 0TO KATW LEPOC TOU OWATOG
Kall OKOUPO Kae ata akpa
TWV PTEPOUYWY, YVWOTA
WE CUEYAANA KAAUTTTNPLAY.
Mpoooxn OuWE, KOVTIPA

oe duvatd W mopst

va patvetat OAo To

owpa okoupo. MNapoio
TIou dev palvovtal katd
NV TTTNOM, TO KEPAAL Kal
o Aayuog Tou Moma eivat
AeUKA. Exel ertlong éva Aeuko AN
nepaipio to onolo gatvetat " Ty >
IO KOG QTTO KOVTIVEG ATTOOTACELC, o

KaBwg Kal €va KITPVWITO PALPOC, TO XPWIA TOu orolou
WITOPEL va NV €lval LAV KATa TV ttnon.

The Griffon Vulture is basically “two-coloured” -
a pale buff-brown on the upper wing and lower
body and a dark brown on the edges of the wings
or what are more correctly called “greater coverts”.
But be careful as when seen against strong light they
can look all dark. Although not always clear when
seen in flight the head and neck of a Griffon Vulture
is white. It also has a white ruff, which can only really
be seen well when you see one from a closer range.
Likewise, it has a yellow bill, which may not be obvious

Ot veapol Mimeg xpetalovtal TEVTE 1) €81 xpovia yia va when it is seen in flight.

QITOKTNOOUV TO €VIAIKO PTEPWILA TOUG. Agv SLAPEPOLV
TIOAU Qo TOUC EVNALKES, AAANA AV KOLTAEEL KAVELG KAAA
KATA TNV TTTHON TA AKPA LLEYAAWY KOAUTTTIPLWY (Ta
E0WTEPIKA GKPA TWV OKOUPWY ONUEIWY TWV PTEPOUYWV)
dev elval avolTOXPWHA OTIWE AUTA EVOC eviALKA. AUTO
TIOU elval 1o eUKOAO va SoUE glval TO yeEYovOC OTL TO
KATW LEPOC TOU OWHIATOC OTA VEapd £lval TTlo avoLyTo-
XPWHO KAPE, TO TEPIAAiiLo Toug lvat avolxTod pmel-kagpe
Kall TO pARPOG TOUC eV elval KITPWVWITO, AAAG YKplo.

Juvenile Griffon Vultures take five or six years to get
adult plumage. They are not too different from the
adults but if looked at well in flight the tips of their
greater coverts (the inner end of the dark area of the
wings) aren't pale like those of an adult. Easier to see
is the fact that the lower part of their body is a lighter
brown, their ruff is pale brown and their bill is grey
not yellowish.
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Become a member

Q¢ opyaviopocg ou avTAel TN dUvaN Tou amod TOUG LTTOOTNPLKTES TOU, TO £€PYO LAG OgV
Ba NTav duvato xwplg TNV UITOCTNPLEN TWV MEAWV pag. Me KABe veo MEAOC, N (pwVN Kag Yivetal
7o duvaT), KAl Ol TTIPOOTIAOELEG LaAC Yia TN SLAPUACAEN TWV TIOAUTILOTEPWY TIEPLOXWY TNC KUtpou
TIO QITOTEAECLATIKEG. MTTOPE(TE KL E0E(C VA EVIOXVOETE TIC TTPOOTIADELEG LLAC VA TTPOOTATEUCOULIE
TNV KUTTPLOKT) (pUON HE TN CLUVOPOUN OaG.

BirdLife Cyprus is a membership-based organization and derives its strength from the support
of its members. With every new member, our voice becomes louder and stronger, and our
campaigning and lobbying for change becomes more effective. Become a member today and
join us in our mission to protect nature in Cyprus.

Qg néNog AapBavete:

‘Eva makéto KaAwooplopatog
To mePLodIKO TOU OPYAVIOLOU UAG, «ZKAALPOUPTA»
MpooKANOELG 08 EKONAWOELC [LAC

ATIOKAELOTIKEG EKTTTWOELG O€ TTPOLOVTA [LAC Kal
EKTITWOELG O€ AANEG ETUAEYEVEC ETIXELPTOELG

Néa yla Ta MoUALd, Toug BLOTOMOUG TOUC Kal Ta
TiPORAALATA TTOU aVTILETWTIT(OLY

OpVIOOAOYIKES EKOOTELC OTIWS 0 Mnviaiog
Yuomnpatikog Kataloyog Mouvhwy kat n Ethola
OpviBoloyikn Ava@opd (TTpoaLpeTIKN)

...Kat ylveoTe emlong UEPOG AS LOXUPTIC PWVNG OTOV
Aywva yla TNV 7IpooTacia Twv TTOUALWY.

KdaBe pENOG HeTpA Kal pag FonBa va kavoupe ™
Slagpopd. Mdabete GAOUG TOUC TPOTIOUC UE TOUC OTTOloUG
topeite va Bonbnoete ™ @uon oto birdlifecyprus.org

Membership benefits include:

A welcome pack to help you make the most of your
membership

A full year of our magazine, Cyprus Wheatear

Invitations to various birdwatching trips, workshops
and other events

Exclusive discounts on BirdLife Cyprus products and
selected shops and services

News about birds, their habitats, and the issues that
affect them

Ornithological publications such as the Monthly
Checklist and the Annual Bird Report (optional)

...and a powerful voice in the fight to protect birds

Each and every member matters and helps us make
a difference. Find out how you can become
a member at birdlifecyprus.org
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