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To BirdLife Cyprus elvat o 1o dpactplog N KUBEPVNTIKOG
0PYQAVIOUOC TIOU €pyAdeTal YIa TNV TTPOOTACIA TWY TTOUALWY NG
KUmpou, Twv BLOTOTWY TOUG Kal TNG BLOTTOKIAOTNTAG YEVIKOTEPAL
Euxaplotoupe Beppd tov Kov A. 1. AeBévn, to 16pupa Al AeBévn
kat To BirdLife oto Hvwuévo Baoihelo (RSPB) yia ) ot)pi&r) Toug.

BirdLife Cyprus is the most active non-governmental organization
working to conserve wild birds and their habitats and wider
biodiversity in Cyprus. The organisation is the national Partner of
BirdLife International. We are grateful for continued funding from
Mr A.P. Leventis, the A.G. Leventis Foundation and the RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK).
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Ayarmntd e,

Y€ AQUTO TO TEUXOG, QTOTIVOUE (POPO TIUNG OTOV AglivnoTo
MdapTy XEANIKAP, TOV ayarmuévo pag AleuBuvr, Tou
orolou To abog Kal N nyeoia éxouv agnoet avegimAo 1o
ONUAdL TOUG OTOV OPYAVIOUO LLAG KAl OTNV KUTTPLAKT @UoN.
O MdapTtv fTav wia Kivntpla SUvVapn miow amo TTOANEG
arnod TIC TTPOOTIAOELEG LLag Yia TN SlaTr)pnon ™¢ eUONG, Kal
TO KANPOSOTNA Tou Ba cuvexloel va pag EUTTVEEL KABWG
ouvexioulE TO €pYO LAG.

AUTO TO TEUXOG ONUATOSOTEL TO TENOG TOU €PYOU «ZWN) LE
Toug MUTTEQ, KATA TO OTOI0 EYLVaV TEPAOTIES TIPOOTIADELEG
yla Vv avaxaition g eagaviong Tou MNMupodxpou Mima kat
TNV MPOOTAcia TNG PUOIKNG LAG KANPOVOULAG ATtd ATEINEQ
OTWG Ta SNANTAPLA KAl Ol UTTOOOUEG UETAPOPAG NAEKTPIKAG
EVEPYELAG.

YTIG €MOLEVEC OeNOEG, Ba SlaBACETE Yla TA ONUAVTIKOTEPA
ETUTEVYMATA TOU €PYOU «ZWN KE Toug [UTteg». Xapn o€ auTEQ
TIG TPOOTIABELEG, O ONUEPIVOC TANBUOLOG TNG Kurmtpou

€XeL TAOCEL Ta 37 mouAld. Ta tehevtaia 5 xpovia, xoupe
KAvel onuavtika fruata. Ta anote éopata twv Ouadwyv
Avixveuonc AnAnmplaciévwy AoAWUATWY, Tou epyalovTal
akoupaoTa edw Kal 2,5 xpovia, armoteAoLV anoddeldn g
SEOLLEVONC LAG VA KATATIOAELOOUE TNV TIAPAVOLT XPNon
AMANTNPLOUEVWY SOAWUATWY 0NV UIatBpo. Xapn ot
Spdom Toug, OxL MOV £xouv owBel apetonTa {wa, ard €xel
pixTel pwg o€ éva kplowo Cua 1tou Taiavidel Ty uaBpo
uag. To aplEpwua ota TEooepa o yunwy ¢ Eupwrnng Uag
UTTEVOULLICEL TO €VPUTEPO TTAALCLO UETA OTO OO0 SPOoULLE KAl
NV Kown €uBUvn 7IoU €XOUE VLA TN SLATHPNON AUTWY TWV
{WTIKWV KaBaplotwy g puonc.

To €pyo LIFE «Zwn pe touc MUmeg» umopet va @tavel oto
TENOG TOU, AAAG N OEOUELON LAG VA TIPOOTATEVOOUIE TOUC
YUTIEG Kal TV aypla {wn) apapével To 8o woxupn. Exoupe
KATAPEPEL TIOAAG, AAAG UTTAPXOUV AKOMAL TIOAAG TTOU TTPETTEL
va yivouv. Mad(, Ba ouvexiooupe va aywvi{OAoTE YIa

™V emBlwon aUTWY TwWV ELRANLATIKWY TTOUALWY KAl TWV
OLKOOUOTNATWY TIOU LTTOOTNPIL(OLV. >ag EUXAPLOTOULE

YLa TN OUVEXY) 0AC UTTOOTNPLEN Kal TNV APOciwoY) oag oTov
okomo Uag.

Me TIG KaAUTEPEG EVXEQ LOU,
MeAng Xapahaumidong

Dear members,

In this issue, we also tribute to the late Martin Hellicar, our
beloved Director, whose passion and leadership have left an
indelible mark on BirdLife Cyprus and Cyprus’ nature. Martin
was a guiding force behind many of our conservation efforts,
and his legacy will continue to inspire us as we move forward.

As we reach the end of the “LIFE with Vultures” project, it's
time for reflection. This issue of our magazine marks the

end of a remarkable journey, one that has seen tremendous
efforts to secure the future of Cyprus’ Griffon Vultures and to
safeguard our natural heritage.

As you turn the pages, you will read about the main
achievements of the “LIFE with Vultures” project. Thanks to
these efforts, the current Cyprus population has reached 37
birds. Over the past 5 years, we have made significant strides.
The results of the Anti-poison Dog Units, which have been
tirelessly working for the past 2.5 years, are a testament to
our commitment to combat the illegal use of poison baits.
Their work has not only saved countless animals, but has also
shone a light on a critical issue that plagues our countryside.
The spotlight on all four vulture species of Europe reminds
us of the broader context in which our work exists and the
shared responsibility we have in preserving these crucial
scavengers.

The “LIFE with Vultures” project may be ending, but our
commitment to protecting our vultures and wildlife is
unwavering. We have accomplished much, but there is still
more to do. Together, we will continue to fight for the survival
of these extraordinary birds and the ecosystems they support.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to
our cause.

With best wishes,
Melis Charalambides

C

H pwtoypapia amabavatidel pa onuavTiky) oTiyur), kabwg n opdada Tou €pyou «Zwn UE Toug [Umee» Bploketal o0to Adoog
Mépou, TNV NUEPA TN APIENG TNG TPWTNG TTAPTdag yunwy artd TV lomavia. H Stdowon Tou o ameAoULLEVOU APTTAKTIKOU
TtouAloV TG KUTTPpoU Kat 1 KATATOAEUNOT TNC TTAPAVOUNG XPNong SnANTNeiwyY Sev EMITUYXAVOVTAL AITO TN KA LEPA OTNV
AAN. Artattel okAnpr) SOUAEL, ETTLUOVN, UTTOLOVT, apooiwaon kal xpovo. MNiow amod aut My npoomnddela Bpiokovtal
AVOPWITOL E KOO OPAA KAl OTOXOUG. EK(PPAlOUE TIG EINKPLVELG EUXAPLOTIEC LAG 0 OAOUG TOUC £TALPOUC TOU £PYOU «Zwn
e Toug MNUTeg» Kal To Poowrtikd Touc—To BirdLife Cyprus, v Yriinpeoia Onpag kat Mavidag, To Vulture Conservation
Foundation kat to Terra Cypria—yla Tov xpovo, TV a@ooiwon Toug Kal TNV TEXVOYVWOla TOUG, KAl TTOU £PEPAV ELC TIEPAC
auTo To LWTIKNG onuactiag €pyo. Mépa amd TV opada Tou €pyou, KuBepvnTikol (popeic 0mtwg N Aotuvopia Kumpou, To Meviko
Xnuelo Tou Kpatoug, ol Kiviatpikeg Yrmpeotieg kal to Tunua lewpylac urmpéav KataAUTeG OTNY AVTILETWITION TNG ATEIANG
™¢ dSnAnmplaong. To €pyo emionua oAokAnpwvetat Tov lovAlo 2025.

The photo captures a significant moment in the “LIFE with Vultures” project as the project team stands together in the Pafos
Forest, on the day of arrival of the first group of vultures from Spain. The rescue of Cyprus’s most threatened bird of prey
and the fight against illegal poison use do not happen overnight. It requires hard work, persistence, patience, dedication, and
time. Behind this effort are people with a shared vision and goals. We express our heartfelt thanks to all “LIFE with Vultures”
project partners and their staff—BirdLife Cyprus, the Game and Fauna Service, the Vulture Conservation Foundation, and
Terra Cypria—for their time, dedication, and expertise, which have made this crucial work possible. Our gratitude also goes
beyond the partnership, to the national authorities that have played an instrumental role in the anti-poison fight, namely the
Cyprus Police, the State General Laboratory, the Veterinary Services and the Department of Agriculture. The project comes
to its completion in July 2025.

Av BENETE KL £0€EIG VA LOLPACTEITE TIG PWTOYPAPIEG 0AG TTOU OXETI{OVTAL E TNV KUTTPLAKY) (PUOT), WTOPEITE va Hag TiG oteileTe oto elena.markitani@birdlifecyprus.org.cy
Got any interesting bird and nature photos from Cyprus that you would like to share with us? Please send them to elena.markitani@birdlifecyprus.org.cy
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H npoomnaBeia dtaocwong Tou
Mupoxpov Nma otnv Kunpo:
Ta KUpLa emTtelypata
Working to save the Griffon Vulture
i Cyprus: Key successes

Ménw AmnoatoAidou, AlceUBuvtpla
Melpo Apostolidou, Director

H agpooiwon kat n xpnratodoTnon armoTeAOUY

TOUG KATAAUTEG VLA LA ETITUXNLEVT TIPOOTIAOEI
npootaociag kal dlatrpnong g pUONG. XNV
TepMTWoN Tou TTlo AmENOUEVOU £(0UG TTOUALOU
omyv Kumpo, Tou epAnuatikou Mupodxpou Mona
Gyps fulvus, To 2019 Tav N xpovia rou &exkivnoe a
HUEYAAN TIPOKANON Yia TN SLAOWOo Kal TNV avakapn
Tou eidouc.

Tpelg MEPBANNOVTIKES N KUBEPVNTIKEG OPYAVWOELS
(BirdLife Cyprus, Terra Cypria - The Cyprus
Conservation Foundation kat to Vulture Conservation
Foundation) kal eévag kpatikog popeag (Yrmpeoia
Onpag kat MNavidag) evwoav T SUVALELS TOUC VLo TNV
QAVTILETWITLON TWV KUPLWYV QTTEIAWY TIOU AVTIUETWTTI(EL O
evartopelvavtag mAinbuopog tou Muna oy Komnpo, e
OTOXO TNV QIOTPOIY) TNG 6aPAvIong Tou amod To vnot.

AUTY 1) APOCIWIEVN OUAdA EQPAPOTE OTOXEUEVEG
dpagelc Slatrpnong 0To MAALCLO TOU £€pYOU “Zwn e
Toug lUmeq’, To oroio éhaBe xpnuatodotmon (60%)
arno 1o npoypaupa LIFE g EE. Ao tov Oktwfpto
Tou 2019, n opdda £pYOU TIETUXE ONUAVTIKA 0POOT A
yia ™ Helwon Twy emumédwy BvnouotnTag Kat yla Ty
evioxuon Ttou TorikoU TANBUoUOU WOTE VA AIOTPATTEL
N eEapavion Tou eidouc.

Dedication and funding are catalysts for conservation
action worldwide. In the case of the most threatened
bird species in Cyprus - the iconic Griffon Vulture
Gyps fulvus, 2019 was the year when a challenging
conservation effort would begin.

Three environmental non-governmental organisations
(BirdLife Cyprus, Terra Cypria - The Cyprus
Conservation Foundation and the Vulture Conservation
Foundation) and a governmental institution (the
Game and Fauna Service) joined forces to tackle the
main threats facing the remaining Griffon Vulture
population, with the aim to prevent its extinction from
the island. This dedicated team implemented targeted
conservation actions under the “LIFE with Vultures”
project, which received financial support (60%) by the
EU’s LIFE programme.

Since October 2019, the project team has achieved key
milestones in the fight of reducing mortality rates of
the population and in re-enforcing the Griffon Vulture
population in Cyprus to prevent the extinction of this
species.

lllegal use of poison baits is the main cause of vulture
mortality, therefore the project team focused its efforts

© Silvio A. Rusmigo




H mapdvorn xpron SnANTPLoUEVWY SOAWUATWY
elval n kUpla attia BvnopodTag Yo Toug YUTeG.
Emopuévwe, n opdda Tou €pyou eTIKEVTPWONKE og
OpATELC KATA TWV dNANTNPLWY, SOUAEVOVTAC O€ TIOAANA
entmeda: o TV evalcONnToNoinoM WS TNV evioyuon
NG ETTROATIC TOU VOUOU Kal TNV avénon toco Twy
TIPOANTTITIKWY 000 KAl TWV KATATTAATIKWY UETOWV.

2UAAOYN OESOUEVWV OXETIKA HE TN XPNOM
SNANMPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY

Ma va KaTavonooupe Ta altia ¢ Spapatikng pelwong
ToU MANBuouoU Tou Uma, N opada Tou £pyou
ONULOLPYNOE LA Ao SESOLEVWY IE TEKUNPLWUEVA
TIEPLOTATIKA ByNnodmTag artd 1o 1996, Méow

™G AvVAAUONG AUTWY TWV GESOUEVWY WTTOPOUE Va
OXESOLACOUE KAL VA UAOTTIO)OOULLE OTOXEVMEVA ETPA
dlampnong kat dpdoelg evalobntonoinonc.

Y UVOAIKQ, €XOUV KATAYPAMEL 72 TEPLOTATIKA
Bvnodmtag Tou Muma petaty 1996 kat Maiou 2024.
H kUpla attia Bvnodmtag nrav n dSnAnmpelaon (56
Katayeypaupevol Bavatol), evw 1N deUTePN IO ouXVH
alTia NTav oL TPOCKPOUTELS Kal OL NAEKTPOTTANE(EQ

o€ LTTOBOLLEG NAEKTPLKNG evEpyeLlag (€& BavaTol).

Ta meplocdTEPA TTEPLOTATIKA dSNANTNPLaoNS
KaTaypaenkay evtog TG ENMIKPATELAG TOU £idoug, e
KATTOLAL TTEPLOTATIKA VA KATAYPAPOVTAL OTOV JTUPTIVa

NG EMIKPATELAG, OTIOU TO £(00C PWALALEL KAl KOUPVIALEL.

Katavonon tng onuaciag tou Mina kat
gualoONTOTOINOoTN OHASWV-OTOXWV Kal
Kolvou

OL yUTEC TPOOPEPOLY dWPEAY UTINPETIEC KABAPLOUOU

©:Silvio A. Rusmigo

on anti-poison activities working on many levels, from
awareness raising to enhancing law enforcement,
increasing both preventative and responsive measures.

Gathering knowledge around the use of
poison baits

To help us understand the reasons behind the dramatic
decline of the Griffon Vulture population, the project
created a database of documented mortality incidents
since 1996. Through analysis of this information, we
can better design and implement targeted conservation
measures and awareness raising actions.

A total of 72 Griffon Vulture mortality incidents have
been recorded between 1996 and May 2024, with the
highest mortality cause being poisoning (56 recorded
deaths) and the second highest being collision and
electrocution cases on electricity infrastructure (six
deaths). Most of these poisoning incidents were
recorded within the home range of the species, with a
few incidents recorded within the core range, where the
species nests and roosts.

Understanding Vultures’ importance and
increasing awareness among target groups
and the public

Griffon Vultures provide a free cleaning service in
nature, due to their diet. A study undertaken by the
Vulture Conservation Foundation showed that if all
the dead livestock animals that are not intended for
human consumption in Cyprus were provided to a
healthy population of 200 Griffon Vultures, instead of
transported to the incineration plant, this could result

.
© Silvie A. Rusmigo
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™G QUONG XApnN 0N dlATPOEN) ToUS. Mia HEAET

TIou ektovnOnke arod to Vulture Conservation
Foundation €&¢elée OTL, ediv OAa Ta vekpd (wa 1ou dev
nipoopidovtal yla avepwrivn katavaiwon oty Kumpo
TIPOOPEPOVTIAV O €vayv Uyl mAnBuoud 200 yurwy,
avTi va petapepBolv og povada amoTe@Pwaong, auto
Ba pmopovae va 0dnyNoeL o€ pelwon Katd 43-61%
™G AtOOoTAONC KETAPOPAC, KABWS KAl TWV OXETIKWY
EKTTIOMTTWV AEPiwY TOU BEPPOKNTTIOU Kal TOU KOOTOUG
HUETAPOPAC.

ErumtAéoy, ol dpactnpldmTeg avauxng mou
oxeTilovTtal e Toug YUTIES, KUPlwS amd Touploud Tou
efwTepkoU, Ba WTopovoaV Va ArmoPEPOLY ETNOLA
€00da Uoug €648,818. Na va emiteuyBel autod sival
ONUAVTIKO KAL Ol TOTIKES KOWVOTNTEG VA EUTTAAKOUV
Kal va avTiAn@Bouy TN onuacia Twv YUTIWY WG
PUOLKWY KaBaploTwy, eVIOXUTWY TOU TOUPLOHOU Kal
HETOU €E0IKOVOLNONG KOOTOUC YIa KTNVOTPOPOUC KAl
YEWPYOUC.

To unvupa ya m onpacta tou MIma, TG ameleg

TIOU QVTIETWTTEL KAL TIG APVNTIKES ETTUTTWOELS TWV
ANANTNPLACLEVWY SOAWUATWY EXEL PTATEL O€ €va upL
KOWO amod Kuvnyougs, KINVOTPOPOUG, eVALAPEPOEVOUG
opelg kal pabnteg. Meploadtepa anod 4.100 nadla
€XOLV evnEpwWBEel yla Tov MUma PEow OXOAKWY
ETUOKEPEWV KAl EKTTALOEVTIKWY dpaoctnplottwy, 1.250
artoua péow ekdnAwoewy, 700 ktnvotpogol kat 500
KUVINYOL MECW OIALWY KAl EKONAWOTEWY, KAl TTAVW ATt
45.000 dropa HECW KOWWVIKWY SIKTUWYV kKat MME.,

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

in a 43-61% reduction in travel distance as well as
associated CO2 emissions and transport costs.

Additionally, vulture-related recreation, primarily from
overseas tourism, could generate €648,818 in revenue
annually, supported by community perceptions of
vultures as environmental cleaners, tourism boosters,
and cost savers for livestock breeders and farmers.

The message on the importance of Griffon Vultures,
the threats they are facing and the negative impact of
poison baits to wildlife has reached a wide audience of
hunters, farmers, stakeholders, pupils, and the public.

We have reached over 4100 children through school
visits and education activities, 1250 people through
events, 700 farmers and 500 hunters through talks and
events, and over 45,000 people through social media
and the press.

Improving wildlife crime response

The Griffon Vulture population in Cyprus is being driven
to extinction due to the persistent use of poison baits
in the countryside. The project team focused its efforts
on the implementation of anti-poison actions, including
increase of law enforcement for this illegal activity.

Investigating a poisoning incident and ultimately
pursuing prosecution requires collective effort,
coordination, and collaboration among various relevant
authorities. The effective investigation of wildlife

BeAtiwon TG avtatoKkplong ota eYKANHata
Kata g aypag {wng

O mAnBuopog tou M oy Kumpo kiveuveUel

e eEapavion AOyw TNC EKTETAIEVNG XPTONG
AMANTNPLAoUEVWY SOAWUATWY otV UnaBpo. H opdada
£PYOU €0TIAOE TIC TTPOOTIAOELEG TNG OTNV UAOTTOMON
Spdioewv Katd Twv SnNANTNPlwy, CUUTEPINAUBAVOLEVNG
™C evioxuong TG EMPBOANG TOU VOUIOU KATA TNG
napdvoung avtng 6paotnpLOTNTAC.

H Slepeivnon evog neplotatikol dnAntnpiaong kat

N TToWIKN Slwén armattel CUANOYIKT) TTPOOTIABELA,
OUVTOVIOMO KAl OLVERPYAOTA METAED TWV APUOSIWY
apxwv. Méow eEEOIKEVIEVWY EKTTAUOEVOEWY Kal
EVIOXUONG TNG OLVEPYAOIAC TWV APXWY, KATAPEPALLE
Va aUENOOUE Ta ETTIEdA AVTAIOKPLONG O
MePLOTATIKA Bvnoomtag tou uma. EnutAéoy, to
£PY0 ONLULOUPYNOE ETUXELPNOLAKO TIPWTOKOAAO VLA TN
dlayelplon meploTatikwy dSnAnmpelaong otnyv utalbpo,
TO o710l0 UTTOYPAPNKE OTIC 27 louviou 2023, amnod v
Yrnpeota ©npag kat Mavidag, v Actuvoulia Kumpou,
TIc Kinviatpikeg Yrmpeoleg kal To Mevikod Xnuelo tou
Kpatoug. Tn ouvtaén tou MNpwTtokOANOU OUVTOVIOE TO
BirdLife Cyprus.

ErutAgov, OAEG ol 6pAoelg TTou CUPPBAANOLY 0N

LK OTIPOBEOUN LElwaon TS XPHong SNANTNPLACLEVWY
SOAWUATWY OTNV UTIALBPO eVTACOOVTAl O€ £va EBVIKO
ObIkS Xapm Katd twv AnAnmplwy. Autdg o OdIKOG
Xaptng, mou Bploketal el TOU TAPOVTOC OTO TEAIKO
OTASLO OAOKAPWOTG TOU, ATOTEAEL TO KABOSNYNTIKO

crime plays a critical role in reducing the use of
poison. Through specialised trainings on wildlife crime
investigation and the enhancement of collaboration
between competent authorities we managed to
increase the response levels when it comes to Griffon
Vulture mortality incidents.

Through the “LIFE with Vultures” project, we
established an operational protocol for the management
of poisoning incidents in the countryside. This protocol
guides the actions of all involved authorities when
responding to and managing poisoning incidents in

the countryside, thus ensuring the successive chain

of custody circulation and effective investigation
processes. This protocol was agreed upon and

signed on June 27, 2023, by the involved competent
authorities: the Cyprus Police, the Game and Fauna
Service, the Veterinary Services, the State General
Laboratory, while the overall effort was coordinated by
BirdLife Cyprus.

In addition, all actions contributing to the long-term
reduction of bait use in the countryside are framed by a
National Anti-poison Roadmap. This Roadmap, which is
currently at its final stage of completion, is the guiding
document for all involved stakeholders in combating the
illegal use of poison baits in the countryside.

Another key tool in the fight against poison has been
the two Anti-poison Dog Units (ApDUs) that have been
patrolling the Cyprus countryside since May 2022.
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EYYPAPO YIa OAOUC TOUG ELTTAEKOEVOUG (POPELG OTN

HUGxN KaTtd ™C TTapavorng Xxpnong SNANTNPELIOOUEVWY
SOAWHATWY oV UTTABPO.

Eva dA\\o Baoikod epyaleio O0Tov aywva KAatd Twv
AN plwy etval ot dUo Opadec Aviyveuoncg
AnAnmplaopévwy Aohwpdatwy (OAAA) TG
Yrmpeotag @npag kat MNavidag, mou meputoAoly

TNV KUTTPLOKT) UTTaBpo artd Tov Mdto tou 2022.
MéxptL oTyung, ot OAAA €xouv avtarmokplOetl o 265
KANOELS, £XOUV TTPAYULATOTIOMOEL TTavw ard 800
TIPOANTTTIKEG TIEPUTOALES Kl €XOUV CUANEEEL 98 KIAA
AMANTNPLACLEVWY SOAWUATWY artd OAn v Kurmpo.
H oupBoAn Toug oV mPOANYN dNANTNPIAoEWY
ayplac {wng stvatl artoAUTWE OUCLAOTIKN, KAl T
guvexNC Tapouaia Toug oty LnaBpo dladpapatilel
KaBopLoTIkO pOAO 0NV eualobnTooinon Kat TV
IPOANYN.

O avtiktumog OAWV aQUTWV TWV OPATEWY KaTd

TwV dNANmMplwV elval eppavng amod o yeyovog

OTL, Yl IpwN opd oy Kumpo, dUo LTTOBETELC
AMANTpLacewy ayplac (wnc odnyouvTtal oTo
SIKAoTMPLO, VW AANEC SUO LTTOBETELC dlepeuvwVTaAl
QUTNA TN OTLYUT amto TS apuoOdLEC apyec.

Meiwon Ovnowotntag anod to diktuo
NAEKTPLKNG EVEPYELAG

Xapn o1o £pyo “Zwn e Toug MUrmeg” kat ) xprion
SOPUPOPIKWY TIOUTTWY OTOUC YUTIES, EXOULIE TIAEOV
Ll TTLO EeKABapN EIKOVA VLA TIG TIEPLOXES LYNAOU
KIVOUVOU NAEKTPOTTIANELAC KAl TIDOOKPOUTEWY Yid
TouC YUTeg otnyVv Kumpo.

To BirdLife Cyprus die&nyaye avaiuon yla tov
EVTOTIIOLO TWV YPAUWY LETAPOPAC NAEKTPLKOU
PEVATOC TIOU TTAPOUCLALOUV TOV UEYOAANUTEPO
KlvOUVO TTPOOKPOUCEWY Yla Toug YUTeS. Meoa amo

Ta 6ESOUEVA TTIOU CUANEXBNKAV artd TOUG TTOTTOUG

14 yunwy, WTOPETALLE VA KABOPIoOUE TIG KUPLEC
TITNTIKEC SLAOPOES TOUG KAL VA EVTOTIIOOUE TIEPLOXES
LE autnuévo kivduvo mpookpouanq. Tov AekeURPpLo
2024, n Apxn HAekTplopou Kumpou oe cuvepyaola ue
™mv Yrmpeota Onpac kat MNavidag &ekivnoe epyaoleg
YLOL TN ONUAVOT YPAULWY UNAOU KivOUvoU Yla
TIPOOKPOUTELC. > UVOAIKA, 12,5 XIANOUETPA YPAULWY
NAEKTPIKOU pevatog oto Mapapudit kat to pdyua
Tou KoUppn Ba onuavBolyv, TTPOKEEVOU Va elwBEel
0 kivbuvog nmpodokpouonC.

Ot dopupoptkol moprol armokdAupay emtiong

OTL N NAeKkTpOMANELa amoteAel T devTepn altia
BvnodmTac yia toug yureg oty Kompo. Méxpl
otyng, N AHK dev €xel KatapEpel va e@papuooel
QUTOTEAECUATIKA LLETPA KATA TNG NAEKTPONMANEIAG.
Qo1d00, N opdda Tou €pyou Ba ouvexioel va TElel
UEXPL N KUTPOC va amoKToEL €Va AOPANEC EVEPYELAKO
SIKTLO Yla TouC YUTTEG.

So far, the ApDUs have responded to 265 calls, have
competed over 800 preventative patrols and have
collected 98kg of poison baits from all over Cyprus.
Their contribution in preventing wildlife poisonings is
absolutely essential and their constant presence in the
countryside plays a key role in awareness raising and
prevention efforts.

The impact of all these anti-poison efforts is evident
from the fact that for the first time in Cyprus, two cases
of wildlife poisoning are being taken to court, while

two more cases are currently being investigated by the
competent authorities.

Minimizing energy grid mortality

Thanks to the “LIFE with Vultures” project and the use
of satellite tags on Griffon Vultures, we now have a
clearer picture on high-risk electrocution and collision
areas for Griffon Vultures.

BirdLife Cyprus conducted an analysis to identify
which power lines pose the highest risk of collision for
Griffon Vultures in Cyprus. Through the data obtained
from the GPS tags fitted to 14 individuals we were
able to determine the vultures’ main flyways and
identify locations with increased risk of collision. In
December 2024, the Electricity Authority of Cyprus in
collaboration began marking powerlines that have been
identified as high-risk for collisions. In total, 12.5km of
powerlines around Paramali and Kourris Dam will be
marked with anti-collision devices making them visible
to flying birds.

Satellite tags also revealed that electrocution is the
second cause of mortality for the Griffon Vultures in
Cyprus. So far, the Electricity Authority of Cyprus has
not managed to implement efficient anti-electrocution
measures. However, the project team will keep
pressuring until Cyprus has a safe electricity grid for
Griffon Vultures.

Enhancing feeding opportunities for the
vultures

Stemming from the spread of the mad cow disease
(bovine spongiform encephalopathy crisis), EU
regulations prompted changes in carcass management,
affecting scavenger species negatively. However,
recognizing their needs, the EU introduced regulations
allowing carcasses to be left for vultures under certain
conditions. In Cyprus, four feeding stations and an
additional station established under the “LIFE with
Vultures” project, currently operate to support the
dietary needs of the vulture population. While feeding
stations aided vulture population recovery on a

global scale, concerns arise regarding their long-term
ecological impact on vulture foraging behaviour and
health. In response, farm feeding stations, which are

| © Silvio A. Rusmigo
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Evioxuon twv sukaipwwy tpopoindiag yia
TOUG YUTTEG

H eEamAwon ¢ VOoOoU TWV TPEAWY ayeAAdwV (kplon
NG OTIOYYWOOUG EYKEPANOTIABELAS TWV BOOEIOWV)
odNynoe oV loaywyn kavoviouwy mg EE mou
EMEPEPAV AANAYEC 0N Slaxelplon TwV vekpwy {Wwv,
emmnpeadovTac apvnTIKA TA TTWIATOPAYA EON.
Qotooo, avayvwpllovtag Tig avaykeg toug, n EE
ELONYAYE KAVOVIOUOUG TIOU ETTTRETTOUV TNV TTIARAULOVN)
TWV VEKPWYV {WwV 0Tn @UOoN YLa KaTtavaiAwon anod
YUTTEG UTTO OUYKEKPIUEVEG TTPOUTIO0E0ELG. 2NV KUTpo,
TE€ooepIC TAloTPEG KAl WA eTTAEoV TaioTpa, N omola
ONoupynBnke oto Aaiolo Tou €pyou “Zwn) UE TOUG
[Umed”, AettoupyoUy OTEPA YLa VA KAAUOULV TIG
SLATPOPIKES AVAYKES TOU TTANBUCLOU TWY YUTTWV.

Evw ol Talotpeg BorBnoav omyv avakapbn twv
TIANBLOUWY YUTTWY O TTIAYKOOULA KALLLAKA, UTTAPXOUV
QAVNOUXIEC OXETIKA |UE TNV UAKPOTIPOBETN OLKOAOYIKT)
TOUC ETdPAON OTN CUTTEPLPOPA TPOPOANPILag Kal
™y vyela Twv yurtwyv. Q¢ artdvtnon, ot taloTpeg

€ KTNVOTPOPIKEG LOVASEC, TIOU €lval LUKPOTEPOL
oTabpol OTTOU 0L KTNVOTPOPOL UTTOPOUV vVa SlabBETouV
TA VeKPA {Wa ToUg, TIPOTPEPOUV OTOUG YUTIEC TNV
eukalpla va uloBETMOOULY TTLO (PUOIKEG CUVIBELEC
TpopoAnPiag Aoyw ¢ armpoBAenTG dlabeoudTag
TPOPNC o€ KABe TaloTpa. Metd artd a&loAdynon

™G WoXUoUoag EUPWTTAIKNC Kal €BVIKNG vouobeaiag,
UTTORANBNKE TTPOTAON OTIG KMVIATPIKES YT PETieS yia
™ Snuoupyia ™C mMpWwG TAloTPAC 08 KTNVOTPOPIKY
povada oty Kumpo og iAoTIKN BAon, e aToxo TV
TIAPOXT) ACPAANOUC TPOPNC OTOUC YUTIEG, O TIEPLOXES
KOVTA O€ KTNVOTPOPIKES LOVADEC.

Evioxuon tou mAnOuouou He YUTTEG Ao TNV
lonavia

O nAnBuouog tou [uma oty Kumpo eixe Non gtdoet
oe Kplowa xapnAd emnimeda ota teéAn ™G dekaeTiag Tou
1990 kat dev prmopoloe va avakaPel Xwplg apeon
av&non otov aplBpd TWV TTOUALWY Kal TNV TAUTOXPOVN
pelwon Mg BvnouomTac.

H petagopd ayplwy TTIOUALWY arod uia meploxn

ge AAAN elval Ja ouvn BN TTPAKTIKN TIAYKOOUIWS

yla TV evioxuom Kal Slatr)pnon Twy ITANBUoUWY
QTENOUEVWY ELOWY. Mg ToV eEAPETIKA UELWUEVO
TIANBLoKO Muma otV Kumpo, Toug apyoug pubuoug
avarmapaywyng Kal Ta uPnAd mooootd BvnoloTTag
AOYW CUXVWY SNANTNPLATEWY, N AVBPWITIVN
napeupaon elval arapaltnm yla My avakaupn tou
mIAnBuouou.

2 UVOAIKA 44 yUrteg, Ttou dwplomkav armd myv

Meplpepelakn KuBepvnon ™g E&tpepadolupa o
Anuokpatia g Kumpou, petagepbnkay amd my
lomavia oV Kimpo og dlaotnua ToLwy ETWY Yl
™V evioxuon tou Torikol TANBuopoL. Metd TV

smaller stations where livestock breeders can dispose of
their livestock carcasses, offer vultures the opportunity
to practice more natural foraging habits due to the
unpredictability of food availability at each farm feeding
station. After evaluating existing EU and national
legislations, a proposal to the Veterinary Services was
made for the creation of the first farm feeding station

in Cyprus on a pilot basis, aiming to provide a safe food
source for Griffon Vultures, in areas near livestock units.

Strengthening the Vulture population with
Vultures from Spain

The Griffon Vulture population in Cyprus had already
reached critically low numbers in the late 90s and could
not recover without an immediate increase in numbers
of birds and a simultaneous reduction of mortalities.

Translocating wild birds from one area to another is a
common practice worldwide to bolster and conserve
threatened species populations. With Cyprus’ dwindling
vulture numbers, slow reproduction rates and high
mortality rates because of frequent poisonings, human
intervention is essential for population recovery. Forty-
four vultures, which were donated by the Extremadura
Regional Government to the Republic of Cyprus, were
transported from Spain to Cyprus over three years to
bolster the local population. After arrival, they were kept
in acclimatization cages in Limassol district and were
under the care of Game and Fauna Service for six to ten
months. Before their release, all Griffon Vultures were
fitted with GPS transmitters for monitoring and timely
intervention in case of emergencies.

The “LIFE with Vultures” project has managed to set a
solid foundation for a continued conservation effort for
halting the extinction of the Griffon Vulture in Cyprus
and boosting its population. The collaborations built and
the tools we created during the project are key in the
continuation of this effort and should be the catalyst for
this effort in the forthcoming years if we want to enjoy
the spectacular flight of this emblematic species in our
Cyprus sky and enjoy the ecosystem services these
birds provide freely to us humans.

The progress made in saving the island’s most
threatened bird species from going extinct and tackling
key threats would not have been possible without the
active involvement and support of dedicated people
and bodies. A big heartfelt thank you goes out to all
the funders who supported this work, the collaborators
and colleagues who worked tirelessly, everyone
involved in the transfer of Griffon Vultures from

Spain, the instructors of the Wildlife Crime Academy,
all the people who have helped save Griffon Vulture
individuals when they were in need, all stakeholders
involved in the investigation and prosecution of wildlife
crime, farmers, livestock breeders, hunters, hunting

AP TOUG, MapEEVay g KAWPROUC EYKALATIOLOU
otV enapxia Agpeocol kat ftav uTtd TV EPoVTIda

™¢ Yrnpeaotag Onpag kat Mavidag yia €8 €wg

Séka pnvec. Mpv v ameheuBEpwon Toug, OAOL oL
YUTTEC €EOTTALOTNKAV E SOPUPOPLKOUC TTOUTTOUC YIA
TIapakoAoUBnom Kal £yKalpn MapEUBaon o€ EPTTwon
EKTAKTNG AVAYKNC.

To €pyo “Zwn e Toug MUreg” katapepe va O€oEL Lua
otaBepn) BAOM YlA TN CLUVEXION TNG TTPOOTIADELAS
SlamENONC Kal TNV QUToTPOT TS €€apAaviong Tou
[Una oV Kumpo, kaBwg Kal yla Ty evioxuon tou
mIANBuoLoL tou. Ol cuvepyaoleg Tou OIKOSOLUNBNKaY
KAl Ta epyaAeia mou dnpoupynBnkay katd T SLApKeLa
TOU £€PYOU QITOTEAOUV KAELSL yila TN OLUVEXION AUTNG
NG TIPOOTIABELAC KAL TIPETTEL VA AEITOUPYT|OOUV WG
KATAAUTEC VIO TA ETTOPEVA XpOVLa, av BEAOULE Va
ouveXIOOULE va armoAAUBAVOULE TO €(60¢ auTd aToUG
KUTTPLAKOUC 0UPAVOUG KAl VA ETTWEEAOUUACTE ATTO TIG
OLKOOUOTNUKES UTINPECIEC TTIOU LLAC TIPOTPEPOUV.

H mpoodog mou onuelwBNKe yia T dldowaon Tou TIo
QTEIAOUIEVOU €(60UC TTOUALOU TOU YNOLOU Kal TNV
QVTILLETWITION TWV KUPLWY artel\wy dev Ba NTav duvat
XWPIC TV eVEPYO CUULETOXN KAl OTNPEN APOCIWUEVWY
AVOPWTTWY Kal (POPEWV.

‘Eva peydAo Kat eyKapdlo eUuxaploTw armeuBuveTal

o€ OAOUG TOUC XPNIATOSATEC TTOU 0TNPLEAY AUTO

TO £PY0, OTOUG CUVEPYATEC KAl CUVADEAPOUG TIOU
EQPYAOTNKAV AKOUPAOTA, 08 OAOUC OO0l CUMETEXAV
OTN HETAPOPA TWV YUNWV amd Ty lomavia, otoug
ekmadeuTeg TG Akadnuiag EykAnuatog katd g
Ayplac Zwng, og 0Aoug 6ool forbnoav otn dlaowaon
YUTTWY OTAV KATTOLA TIOUALA XPELaoTnkay BonBela, o
OAOUG TOUC EITAEKOUEVOUG OTN Slepelivnom Kal SLwen
EYKANUATWY KATA TNG ayplac (wnc, 0ToUC YEWPYOUG,
TOUG KTNVOTPOQPOUC, TOUC KUVNYOUC, TOUG KUVNYETIKOUG
OUANOYOUG KAl TIG KOWOTNTES eVIOC TNG ETIKPATELAS
Tou [UTa, ou €8elEav evalaPEPOV YA TO £€pY0, OTOUG
TIOA{TEG TTOU ertkovwvnoay pe Ti¢ OAAA yia va
QAVAPEPOUV TIEPLOTATIKA SNANTNPLACEWY otV UItalBpo,
o€ OAOUG TOUC EKTTAUOEVTIKOUG, TTTNVOTIAPATNPNTEG,
LOONTEG KAl EVALCONTOMOMNLEVOUC TTIOATEC 0 OAN TNV
KUTTpO TT0U CUUETEXAV OTIG ETTIKOWVWVIOKES SPATELC
TOU €PYOU Kal £ylvay TIPECREUTEG TOU [UTTA, OTOUG
€0ENOVTEC TTOU OUMUETEKQV OTIG armtoypageC Tou [uma
OAC QUTA TA XPOVLA, KAl TEAOG, OTOUG AVAPPLXNTES TTOU
ouvepydoTNKay padl Lag yla avaKToouV JTOUToug 1
VEKPOUC YUTIEC amd SUOTIPOOITOUC YKPEUOUC.

associations and communities within the Griffon Vulture
range who have taken an interest in the project, citizens
who have contacted the Anti-Poison Dog Units to
report on poisoning incidents in the countryside, all

the educators, birdwatchers, pupils and concerned
citizens throughout Cyprus who engaged with the
project’s communication efforts and became vulture
ambassadors, all the volunteers who participated in

the Griffon Vulture censuses all these years, and finally,
the climbers for their willingness and their action on
retrieving lost tags or dead vultures from otherwise
unreachable cliffs.

© Silvio A. Rusmigo
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OL TEOOEPLG UTTEPOXOL YUTTEG

™G Eupwring
Europe’s four magnificent vultures

‘EAeva Mapkitavr, YrieUBuvn Emikovwviag

Elena Markitani, Communications Coordinator

Ot yurecg elval {wtikng onuaoiag yla Ta olkoouoTuata
™CS Eupwmg. Xdpn oTic LovadIKES TOUS SLATPOPIKES
ouvnBeleg, CUPBAAOULY OTNV AVAKUKAWON BPEMTIKWY
OUCLWV KAl QTTOTPETIOUV TNV £EATAWON AoOevelWwY
Katavaiwvovtag Ppoglua wwv. Xty Eupwrm

{ouv Téooepa €ldN YUTIQ, TO KABEVA LE LOVADIKA
XAPAKTNPLOTIKA KAl LOTOPIEC TTpooTaciag.

lunaetog - O o omaviog yumag g
Evpwnng

O Tunaetdg Gypaetus barbatus eival YwvwoTog yla

TNV EVTUTIWOLAKT) TOU ELLPAVION KAl TIC LOVASIKES
SlATPOPIKES TOU oUVNBELEC. Me Avolyua PTEPOUYWY
TIOU (PTAVEL Ta 2,83 PETPA, TPEPETAL KUPLWG LLE
KOKQAQ, Ta ortola plxvel amo peyaia un yia va ta
OTIAOEL KAl VAL TPAPEL |Ue TOV BPETTTIKO LUEAO TOUC.
Kata tov 190 kat 200 awwva, o MUmaeTog éptaoce ota
POBUPaA e£apaviong AOyw eVIovNnC KaTtadlwing yla
KUVIYL TpOTalwy Kal Elwong oToug TANBUCOUC TwY
Onpapdatwy. Ot avopwrtol TaAaloTepa mlotevay OTL
TOL TTOUALA QUTA OKOTWVAV KTNVOTPOPIKA {wal OTTWC
apVvLa (€E0U Kal TO YEPHAVLIKO Ovopa YLa TO €160¢
Lammergeier mou onpaivel ‘o yumag Twy mpoRatwy’),
KatL 1tou dev LoyUeL. OL TIPOOTIABELEG EMTAVEICAYWYNC
Tou eldoug Eekivnoay ) dekaetia tou 1970 e
afloonuelwTeg emituyieg oTiq ANTTELS KAl apyoTEPA 0NV
lontavia, cupBaliovtag oTadlakd otV avakapn
TOU MANBUoHOU. >Nepa, o MUTTAETOC amavta o
UKPOUG TANBuoLoug ota MNupnvaia, ) Ziepa Nepada,
TIc ANTteLg, Tnv Kopotkn katl v Kpnm, He Toug
TANBLoKOUG va auEavovTtal oTadLaKA.

O TUTaETOS KABWC WPLAlEL aANalel Xpwia OTo
PTEPWLA Kal aTTO OKOUPOC YIVETAL AEUKOG, VW UEPLIKEG
(POPEC TO PTEPWLLA TOU elval «BaévVo» TTOPTOKAAL
KaBwe Ta MOUALG ouvnBI{ouV Va KAVOUV UTAVIO O€
AOUTPA TToU elval mAovota o€ o&eldla Tou onpou. H
SlATPOPN TOUC Kal 0 Apyog pUBLOC avartapaywyng
(xpetdlovtal €wce Kal 8 xpovia yia va pTacouy o
QAVATTAPAYWYIKN NALKIA) TOUC KABLOTOUV LovadIkoUg Kal
{WTIKNE onuactag yla to olkooUoTNUA ECA OTO O7olo
ouv.

Vultures are vital to Europe’s ecosystems, acting as
natural recyclers by consuming carrion and preventing
the spread of diseases. Europe is home to four
vulture species, each with unique characteristics and
conservation stories.

Bearded Vulture - Europe’s rarest vulture
The Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus, also known

as the Lammergeier, is renowned for its striking
appearance and distinctive feeding habits. With a
wingspan of up to 2.83 meters, it primarily feeds on
bones, dropping them from great heights to access the
nutritious marrow. The Bearded Vulture faced near-
extinction due to intensive persecution for trophy
hunting and declining prey populations during the
19th and 20th centuries. People used to believe the
birds killed livestock animals such as lambs (hence

the German name Lammergeier which means lamb
vulture). Reintroduction efforts began in the 1970s with
notable successes in the Alps and later in Spain, slowly
rebuilding their populations. Today, these vultures

are found in small populations in the Pyrenees, Sierra
Nevada, Alps, Corsica, and Crete, with their numbers
gradually increasing.

These vultures undergo significant colour changes as
they age, starting with dark feathers that turn white,
sometimes stained orange by iron oxide-rich baths.
Their diet and slow reproductive cycle, taking up to
eight years for breeding success, make them unique and
critical to their ecosystems.

Cinereous Vulture - Europe’s largest vulture
With a wingspan reaching three meters, the Cinereous
Vulture Aegypius monachus is Europe’s largest vulture.
The Cinereous Vulture is characterized by its impressive
size and distinctive appearance, featuring a dark brown
plumage, broad wings, and a bald, bluish-grey head and
neck. Known for nesting in trees and cliffs, these birds
exhibit monogamous behaviour, building large nests
reused annually for breeding. They possess specialized
adaptations like a special type of haemoglobin in their

Maupoyurnag / Black Vulture © Bruno Berthemy
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Aomnpoyunag / Egyptian Vulture ©

Bruno Berthemy

Maupoyurnag - O peyaAUtepog YUTTAG NG
Euvpwnng

Me avolyua @TepoUywV TIou TAVEL TA TPlA UETPA, O
Maupdyurag Aegypius monachus sivat o PeyaAUTEPOC
yurnag g Eupwrmc. Mépa amd to eVTUMWOtakd Tou
LEYEDOC, EXEL XAPAKTNPLOTIKY) EUPAVION, [UE OKOUPO
KApe PTEPWIA, PAPDIEG PTEPOUVYES KAl YUIVO,
YKPLOYAAAVO KEPAAL Kal AaLtd. QG LLOVOYALKO
eldog, Ceuyapwvel e To dlo Taipt yia pa dwn,
PTIAXVOVTAC MEVANEG PWALEC O SEVTPA 1) YKPEUOUG
TIC oTtoleg emavaypnolLorololy Kabe xpovo. Xapn

o€ a 1olaitepn eEEAKTIKT) TTPOOAPOYT, Uia ELOIKT
aloopatpivn oTo atlpa Toug 1ou SIEUKOAUVEL TNV
QITOTEAECUATIKT] ArtoppO@NON 0ELYOVOU, UTTOPOULV Va
TieToV 0€ PEYAAa UPOUETPA.

AV Kal TA LETPA TTOU A@ONKAV VLA AVTILETWITION TS
SAnmMplaong ™g ayplag wng elxav we amoTéAeoua
™V Taxeia avakappn Tou idouc o duTikY) Eupwrm,
oL TTANBUCUOL KATEPPEVTAY OE TIOAEC XWPES TNG
avatoAlkng Eupwrng, cupmepAaUBavoLEVNC

™G KUmpou. 21UEPQ, O CUVOAIKOG EUPWTTAIKOG
AVATTAPAYWYLKOG TTANBUOUOG (CUUTTEPIAAUBAVOEVNG
™™g Toupkiac kat ¢ Pwalag) ival mepirtou 1800
Cevyapta. Xy Kurmpo, ta Atyootd (euydpla 1tou
PWALAlaY 0Ta Kwvopopa devTpa ota A0 Tou
Tpoodoug kal Tou lMNevtadaktuAou efapavioTkav
nepl Ta uéoa ™g dekaestiag touv '60. MeTtd armo 1o
TUKPO aUTO PABN A, 1) QITOTEOTT TNS €€aPAaviong Tou
Mupdypou [UTa, Tou Hovadikou AoV idoug yura tou
QITOMEVEL OTO Vol pag, elval éva otobynua mou amAd
&V UTTOPOULLE VA XAOOULE.

AoTnipoyurnag - O HOVOG TAYKOOHIWG
anet\oVpEVOG YUTIAG TG Evpwrng

O Aonpoyurag Neophron percnopterus yvwoTtog we O
LOVOG YUTIAG OTOV KOGOIO TTIOU XPNOLUOTIOLEL pyaleia,
elval o pkpoTeEPOC Yurtag ™¢ Eupwrmg, mou sivat
(KAVOC MAALOTA Va SLaVUEL LEYAAEC ATITOOTATELG KATA TN
LeTavaoteuon. Ta tedeutaia 40 xpovia, o TANBUCLIOG
ToU AoTtpOyuTta otV Eupwrn €xel UTTOOTEL SpapaTikn
petwon kata 50%, pe akoun o oofapn pelwon

80% ota Baikavia. 21uepa, epimou 1o 80% tou
evarnopelvavtog mAnBuopol ™g Eupwrmc Bploketat
omV IBnpikn Xepodvnaoo, evw AAAoL TAnBuaopol elval
QTTOMOVWEVOL KAl KATAKEPUATIOUEVOL AuTol ot YUTteg
AVTILETWTTIOUV TIOAUAPIOES ATTEINEG KATA KOG TWV
METAVAOTEUTIKWY TOUC SLASPOUWY, OTIWES ATTWAELL
Blotonwy, pelwon Slabeoung TPoPNG, TIPOCKPOUTELG
Kat NAEKTPOTMANEIQ 0TO SIKTUO NAEKTPIKNC EVEPYELAC KAl
OAnmMplaon amd euToEAPUAKA.

H Slatpoer) Tou AoTTpOYUTIA TIOKIAEL Kal artoTeAe(Tal
Kuplwg armd Popiua, KaBwg Kal UKpd BNAaAoTIKY,
VEAPA TIOUALA, Papla, avuyd Katl odrmia gpouTa.
[kavol va eTouv €wg Kal 80 YIAOUETpA TNV NUEPA
AvadnNTWVTAG TPOQT), CUXVA TIEPLUEVOUV TOUG

blood, facilitating efficient oxygen absorption during
high-altitude flight, where they soar on thermal currents
in search of carrion.

Although measures taken to tackle wildlife poisoning
resulted in a rapid recovery of the species in western
Europe, populations collapsed in many eastern
European countries, including Cyprus. Today, the total
European breeding population (including Turkey and
Russia) is approximately 1800 pairs. In Cyprus, the few
pairs that nested in big old pine trees in the forests

of Troodos and Pentadaktylos mountains disappeared
around the mid-60s. After this bitter lesson, preventing
the extinction of the Griffon Vulture, the only vulture
species remaining on our island, is a bet we simply
cannot afford to lose.

Egyptian Vulture - Europe’s only globally
endangered vulture

The Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus notable

as the world’s only tool-using vulture, is Europe’s
smallest and only long-distance migratory vulture. The
Egyptian Vulture population in Europe has experienced
a steep 50% decline over the past 40 years, with

an even more severe 80% decrease on the Balkan
Peninsula. Currently, about 80% of Europe’s remaining
population resides on the Iberian Peninsula, while other
populations are isolated and fragmented. These vultures
face numerous threats across their migration routes,
including habitat loss, reduced food supply, collisions
with electrical infrastructure, and poisoning from
agricultural chemicals.

Egyptian Vultures are opportunistic feeders with a
diverse diet primarily consisting of carrion, but they
also consume small mammals, young birds, fish, eggs,
and rotting fruit. Capable of flying up to 80 kilometres
a day in search of food, they often wait for larger
vultures to finish eating before scavenging the leftovers
with their thin beaks. This species is unique among
European vultures for its migratory behaviour, traveling
to Africa during the winter. Consequently, they breed
later in the year, laying two eggs on average in April

or May, with pairs building nests together on cliffs or
rocky areas. In Cyprus, the Egyptian Vulture is a scarce
passage migrant, seen in single numbers during autumn
migration.

Griffon Vulture - Europe’s most social vulture
The Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus is known for feeding

in groups and forming large colonies for roosting and
breeding, which can host hundreds of individuals.
Despite experiencing a significant decline during the
20th century due to wildlife poisoning, hunting, and a
reduction in food supplies, it has become Europe’s most
populous vulture species today, boasting approximately
35,000 breeding pairs. The Western European
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HEYAAUTEPOUC YUTIEC VA TEAELWOOUY TO PAYNTO

TOUC TIPLV OUAAEEOUV TA UTTOAE(ULATA UE TA AETTTA
TOUC PALLPN. AuTO TO €ldoc elval Povadiko UETAEY
TWV YUTWV T Eupwmc kKabwg LETAVAOTEVEL OTNV
APPLKT Yla VA TTEPATEL TOV Xelwva. QQC armOTEAEOUA,
avarmapdyovTal apyoTepd UECT OTOV XPOVO, YEVVWVTAG
SV auyd KaTd pETo Opo Tov Artpidlo 1) Mdlo, ue

Ta (euydapla va xtidouv ewALEG padl oe Bpdxoug 1
Bpaxwdelg meploxe. Xty Kumpo, o AoTtpoyunag
napampeltal cuvnBwg o€ LovoUc aplBolg Kata ™
POVOTIWPLVN LETAVAOTEUOT.

Mmnag o Mupoxpoug - O 1o KOWVWVIKOG
yurnag ¢ Evpwrng

O Mupoxpoug Mumag Gyps fulvus Tpépetal o€ OUAdES
Kall pwALalel Kal Koupviddel o€ LEYANEC QITOLKIES TTOU
uropet va aptBuouy ekatovtadeg atopua. MNapd
ONUAVTIKT HElwom oToug TANBUCOUC TOU KATA

Tov 200 awwva Adyw dnAntnplaonc, mupoBoAlouwy
Kal pelwonc e dtabéoung tpoeng, o Mupdxpoug
[Unag etvat TAéov To 7o TOAUAPLBLIO €idog yuma

™¢ Eupwmg, e mepirou 35.000 avamapaywytka
Cevydpta. O TTANBUCUOC EXEL AVAKALPEL ONUAVTIKA

€ OPLOLEVEC TIEPLOXEC 0N OUTIKY Eupwrm, Wlaltepa
oty lomavia, ™ faAAia kat v MNMopTtoyarAia pe yUpw
ota 30.000 avamapaywykd Euyapla, K Twy OTolwv
ta 25.000 Bplokovtal oy IBnpkn Xepodvnoo. XV
avaToAlkn Eupwrmn, o mAnBuouog apbpel mepiimou 600
Cevydpla.

H avakaudm tou Mupodxpou Muma om duTikn Eupwrm
elval armoTéAeaa SLAPOPWY dPATEWV dLATNPENONC
TIOU €XOUV LETPLATEL LUE ETUTUXIA OPLOUEVES ATTO

TIC MpoavapepBeloeg anmelleég. Movo 1 lomavia
LTTOOTNPICEL EVA ONAVTIKO UEPOG TOU TTANBUCOU

ue mepimou 17.500 avartapaywylka euydpla, Vi N
FaAAia poevel mepimou 600 Ceuydpla. Ta Mupnvaia
Kall AAAEC Tteploxeg ™C TaAAlag €xouv ertiong det
ONUAVTIKEC AUENOELG O0TOUC aplBLIoLG Tou [Mupdxpou
MUma. AUTEG ol eTtiTuyiec dtathpnong uroypappilouy
NV KAvOTNTA ToU £(00U¢ VA AVAKAUTTTEL OTAV
AapBavovtal emapkr) LETPA, TTou dlaapaiilouy OTt
TA EVOLAUTTUATA TOUC KaL Ol TINYEC TPOPNG TOUC
npooTatevovTal amod TIG QUOUEVEIC EMUTTWOELS TWV
avBpWIMIVWY SpaocTNPLOTTWV.

O Mupoxpoug Mumag sival eEAPETIKA KOWWVIKO £00¢,
Wlaltepa Katd TIg SIATPOPIKES KAl AVATTARAYWYLIKES
TOUC ouvNBeleg. Katavalwvel KUpLwG Ta TTilo

UOAOKA LEPN TWV {WWV, OTTWC UUEC Kal OTIAGXVA,
XPNOULOTIOLWVTAS TOV LLAKPU TOU A0 YLa Va pTACEL
Babia peoa oo koupapt Tou {wou. Xe avtiBeon ue
aA\a €ldn yuma, o Mupodxpouc Munac avadnTtd tpoen
Kall pwALalel o€ oadeg, cuXVA oXNUATI(OVTAC QTTOLKIEC
0€ AITOKPNUVOUG BPAXOUC, KATL TTOU OLEUKOAUVEL

TIC KOWWVIKEG AAANAETIOPATELC TWV TIOUALWV. O
KOWWVIKOG TOU XAPAKTNPEAG OxL Lovo Bonba oty

population has notably increased, particularly in Spain,
France, and Portugal, with about 30,000 breeding pairs,
including 25,000 on the Iberian Peninsula. In contrast,
the Eastern European population consists of around
600 pairs.

The resurgence of the Griffon Vulture in Western
Europe is a result of various conservation efforts

that have successfully mitigated some of the above-
mentioned threats. Spain alone supports a significant
portion of the population with approximately 17,500
breeding pairs, while France hosts around 600 pairs.
The French Pyrenees and other regions have also seen
considerable increases in Griffon Vulture numbers.
These conservation successes highlight the species’
ability to recover when adequate measures are in place,
ensuring their habitat and food sources are protected
from the adverse impacts of human activities.

Griffon Vultures exhibit highly social behaviour,
particularly in their feeding and breeding habits. They
mainly consume the softer parts of carcasses, such as
muscles and viscera, using their long necks to reach
deep into the carcass. Unlike other vulture species,
Griffon Vultures forage and breed in groups, often
forming colonies on steep cliffs, which facilitates their
social interactions. This social nature not only aids in
their feeding efficiency but also plays a crucial role in
their breeding success, contributing to the stability
and growth of their populations across Europe. Thanks
to the LIFE with Vultures project, the Griffon Vulture
population in Cyprus has increased and is now at 37
birds. However, use of poison baits, collisions and
electrocution still pose a serious threat for the species.

furnaetoc / Bearded Vulture
© Hansruedi Weyrich

QTTOTEAECUATIKY €€€UPEDT TPOPNC, AAAA Ttallel eTtioNng
KaBOoPLOTIKO POAO OTNV AVATTAPAYWYLKT) TOUG Emtituxla,
OUMBAAOVTAC 0N 0TABEPOTNTA KAl TNV avVAITTuEn
TWV TANBUOUWY Toug o€ OAN TNV Eupwrm. Xapn

OTO €pYyo «Zwn L Toug [UTeg», 0 TANBLUOUOC Tou
Mupdypou Muma oty Kumpo €xel av&nBel kat onuepa
apBpet 37 moultd. Mapodia autd, n dnAntnpiaon, ot
TIPOOKPOUOTELC KAl 1 NAEKTPOTTANELa €akoAouboUV va
QITOTEAOUV OOBAPES ATTEINEG VIA TO £(00C.

[Mupoxpoug Mumag / Griffon Vulture © Pilar Oliva-Vidal

[Mupodxpoug Mumag / Griffon Vulture © Pilar Oliva-Vidal

[urnaetocg / Bearded Vulture © Hansruedi Weyrich
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Maptiv XeAAkap - Mua {wn)
APLEPWHMEVN TN datnpnon

™G PUONG
Martin’s legacy: A life dedicated
Lo nature conservation

O Maptly, 0 ayarmnuevog pag AteBuvtng, cuvadeApog,
HEVTopag Kal plhog, dev eival mAgov padl pag.

O Mdptwv €puye ard ™ (wn oTig 15 louviou 2024,
UETA QIO €VA AUTOKWVNTIOTIKO SUOTUXNA. ApLlEpwaoe
™ {wn Tou oTNV MpoaoTtacia ¢ euong ™g Kumpou,
KaL N ETILPPOT) TOU £XEL APNOEL aveEltmAo onuadt oto
TEEPIBAANAOVTIKO Kivnua Tou vnotou.

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

Martin Abbas Hellicar, our beloved Director, colleague,
mentor, and friend, is no longer with us.

Martin tragically passed away on 15 June 2024,
following a car accident. He committed his life to
the preservation of Cyprus’ natural heritage, and his
influence has left an everlasting impression on the
island’s environmental landscape.

O MapTtv yevwnonke otig 22 PePpouapiov 1968

oto Durham tou Hvwpévou Baolhelou kal peyaiwos
o€ a olkoyevela €L matdwy. Ot yoveic Tou, Epik

Kat Mapykapet, yvwplotnkav oto ESyBoupyo kat
eykataotabnkayv oy Kumpo to 1969. Exovtac
HEYaAWael oty LTTIABPO, 0 MAPTIV AyarNoe

puoN amo [Kpn NAkia. MaAlota, Tou dpede ouxva va
a@nYETal pia armo Tig MAdIKEG TOU AVAVNOELS, OTAV
EVTOTILOE VLA TTPWTN POPA LLa apoevikn MNarmmabkia

0€ €Va AAOTIWLEVO XWPAPL KOVTA 0TO AAAL AuTO TO
UKOO TTIOUAL €lxe mavTta Eexwplot B€on oV Kapdla
ToUu MdpTLy, KaBwe NTaV To TPWTO (00C TTOU KATAPEPE
va avayvwploel e n fondela evoc odnyou Kal eVOg
CeLYaPLOL KIGALWY. To TTOUAL EKEVO TAV N ATTaEXN ULAC
VEAC EVAOYXOANONC Yla Tov MdpTLy, N omola eEeAlxOnke
o€ ABog yla I dlatrpnon g eUoNg EPA atd TV
TIAPATANPENOT TTOUALWV.

O Maptwv onoudaoce owkoloyia oto NavernotLo Tou
Lancaster, kal €kave UETATTTUXIAKO OTO [averotiuLo
Tou York oto Hvwuévo Baoiheto. Ot omoudég auteg
€0eoav Ta BPENLA YIA TNV ETMAYYEAUATIKY TOU
nopela, evw N ouvexng dipa tou yla pabnon elxe wg
QITOTEAECUA TNV QTOKTNON SIOAKTOPIKOU T{TAOU artd
1o lNaveromuo Kimpou, 01ou LEow TS SatplPng
Tou dlepelivnoe TNV enidpaon g BOoKNONG 0
BLOTTOIKINOTNTAL.

Mpv artd MV €évapin ™C MEPBAANOVTIKNG TOU
Kaplepag, o Martin epydotnke wg SnUooloypapog

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

Martin was born on 22 February, 1968, in Durham,
UK, and grew up in a family of six children. His parents,
Eric and Margaret, met in Edinburgh and relocated to

Cyprus in 1969. Growing up in a rural area near Nicosia,

Martin developed a love for nature from an early age.

Martin frequently told the story of the day he spotted
a male Stonechat for the first time at the age of 15, in
a muddy field somewhere near Dali. This bird, the size
of a sparrow, held a special place in Martin’s heart as

it was the first species he successfully identified using
a bird guide and binoculars. The Stonechat sparked a
new passion for Martin, leading to an interest in nature
conservation beyond just birdwatching.

Martin studied ecology at Lancaster University,
followed by a Master’s at York University. This scholarly
pursuit laid the foundation for his work in conservation,
guided by his belief in the sustainable management

of our countryside. His continuous thirst for learning
culminated in a PhD from the University of Cyprus,
where his thesis explored the impact of grazing on
biodiversity.

Before the start of his conservation career, Martin
made significant contributions as a journalist. He
wrote and presented the news at CyBC, Cyprus’ public
broadcasting service, for a number of years after which
he joined the English-speaking newspaper “Cyprus
Mail” in 1993 and eventually became its chief reporter.
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OUVELOPEPOVTAG OTOV TOMEA TNG dNUoCLoypapiac.

Eixe pOAO CUVTAKTN KAL TTAPOUCLACTY ELOT)TEWY OTO
PIK yia apketd xpovia, evw artd to 1993 epydotnke
oV ayyhopwvn epnueptda Cyprus Mail, érou ev
TEAEL AVEAQPBE PONO APXIOLVTAKTY. H kavotntd Tou va
ETUKOWWVEL e AITAG KAl KATAVONTO TPOTIO TIOAUTTAOKA
TEEPIBANAOVTIKA (NTATA KAL VA KATAVOE( TNV TTIOALTIKN
SLVALKY) TOL VooV armodeiybnke kaBoploTikn oTav
Eekivnoe va epydletal oto BirdLife Cyprus to 2003.

Ao vV (6puon tou BirdLife Cyprus to 2003, otav o
OPYQAVIOLOG artaoXoAOUOE OVO SUO ATOUA TIPOCWTTIKO,
o Mdaptiv énatée KaBoploTikod POAO 0T SLAOPPWON
TOoU opyaviouou. YIo Ty nyeota tou, étav to 2016
€ywve AleUBUVTNG, O OPYAVIOUOC UEYAAWOTE PTAVOVTAG
Ta 16 dtoua, yla ta onola 0 MapTy NTav nepreavoc.
MNioTeue oTOUC TTABLAOEVOUG KAl APOCIWUEVOUS
avBpwroug ou ardpTiday TV opdda Tou BirdLife, kat
WC ETUKEPAANC TNG opadag, ppovTile va urootnpidet
Kal Vo eVOUVAUWVEL OAA Ta [EAN TNC OUAdAS, WOTE va
OUVELOQPEPOLV OTO LEYLIOTO TWV SUVATOTNTWY Toug. O
Martin gfye pa mo xaAapn mpooeyylon oty lepapxia.
Q¢ AleuBuVTNC, CUULETEIKE evePYA KAl OUVERAAAE O€
OAEQ TIG HPACTNPELOTNTEG TOU Ypaelou, eVvw evBappuVE
TO TIPOOWTTKO VA AVAAALBAVEL TIPWTOROUALEG dTav
xpetadotay, eridelkvUovVTag TNV IOt TOU TNV KOW
euBLVN Kay, TTavw art’ VA, 0Tn cuvepyaoia. Katd ™
dldpkela ¢ Ontelag Tou Mdaptly oto BirdLife Cyprus,
0 OPYQVIOUOG TIETUXE ONLAVTIKA 0pOONUA YLId TN
dlatmpnon Mg euoNG.

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

His skill in simplifying complex environmental issues and
understanding the island’s political dynamics was crucial
when he joined BirdLife Cyprus in 2003.

From the founding of BirdLife Cyprus in 2003, in a
small office with only two staff members, Martin was
instrumental in shaping the organization. Under his
leadership, when in 2016 Martin became Director,

the office team grew to 16 members of staff, for who
Martin deeply cared and felt proud of. He believed in
the passionate and dedicated individuals that made

up the organization, mentoring and encouraging

them to grow in their roles. His leadership style was
inclusive and supportive, fostering a collaborative
environment where every team member felt valued
and empowered to contribute to their fullest potential.
Martin had a loose view on hierarchy; as a Director,

he would actively participate and contribute to all
office activities, and encouraged staff to step up when
needed, demonstrating his belief in shared responsibility
and, above all, teamwork. During Martin’s time at
BirdLife Cyprus, the organization achieved significant
conservation milestones.

Reduction in Bird Trapping: With support from the
BirdLife partnership (BirdLife Europe, RSPB - BirdLife
in the UK, NABU - BirdLife Germany, BirdLife
Switzerland), Martin spearheaded efforts that resulted
in 92% reduction in bird trapping levels with the use of
mist nets since 2002. Despite ongoing challenges, his

Meiwon Twv enutédwy mayideuong MTouAwWVY:

Me v unootpén etaipwy tou BirdLife (BirdLife
Eupwring, RSPB - BirdLife oto Hvwpévo BaotAelo,
NABU - BirdLife ot lepuavia, BirdLife EABetiag), o
MdapTlv NyNBNKe TwWV TPooTtabelwy mou odnynoav

o€ pelwon katd 92% ota enimeda nayidevonc pe ™m
xpNon dxtuwv artd To 2002. Mapd TIg ouvexIlOUEVES
TIPOKANOELG, Ol ABIAKOTIES TIPOOTIABELES TIDOATTILONG
ouVERaAav 0N Pelwon TG mapavoung Bavatwong
TIOUALWV, UE aTTTEC BEATIWOELS OTNV ETTROAT TOU VOUOU,
T000 0N Anuokpatia 6oo kat ot Bpetavikeg Baoelg,
KaBwc kal ota emimeda evalobnTooinoNg Tou Kowou.

Anpoupyia tou umnaibplou xwpou padnong «Okuo
Moo @lieg»: > To TAalolo Twv TPOooTIABElWY Yia
£0aLOONTOMOMON O LA TIEPLOXT) OTTOU N TTAPAVOUN
niayidevon mouAlwy opYLadeL, To BirdLife Cyprus,

UTTO TNV KaBodrynon tou MdpTly, dniovpynoe Eva
unaiBpto xwpo padnong oto Opévapod. Ot «Okuo
Moo@IAES elval 1) TTPWTN LA OTOXEVUEVN TTPOOTIABELQ
Snovpyiag kat Slatrpnong evog TAOUGCLOU Kal
TIOIKIAOLOP(POU OLKOTOIIOU TTou UTTIooTNPIEL PUTA,
EVTOUA, TIOUALA Kal GAAa aypla {wa, KaBwg Kat evog
uTTaiBpLoL ekTTAdEVTIKOU XWwpou. ESW, olkoyeveleg Kal
LA Arto TIG TOTUKES KOWVOTNTEC KAl TIEPAL UTTOPOUV
va emoke@BoLy, va Ldbouv Kat va aAANAeTIdOpaoouV
LLE TOV (PUCLKO KOO0 YUPW TOUG, HEoa arod Ta
EKTTAUOEUTIKA LAC TTPOYPAIUATA, TA £PYACTIPLA KAL TIC
EKONAWOELC UG,

Mpootaoia, dlaxeiplomn Kal amokataoTaon

nieptoxwv: O MApTv EpYAOTNKE Yia ToV KABopLopod
TWV XNUavTkwy [Meploxwy yia ta MouAld kat ™
BlomokiAOTNTa WC TTPOOTATEVOUEVWY TtepLloxwy Natura
2000, woTe va armoAaUBavVouV KaBeaTWS VOULIKNG
npootaciag. Q¢ aToTEAETUA, OAEG Ol 2NUAVTIKEC
Meploxeg yia ta MNouAld kal ™ BlomolkihotnTa evtog
™¢ Kumplakng Anuokpatiog kal eVvtoc Twy Bpetavikwy
Baoewv €xouv evtaxBet oto diktuo Natura 2000 1
EXOUV XApaKTNPLOTEl WG 1ooduvaped. Kat 0mwc 1ol
KaAd yvwplle 0 MapTLy, 0 KaBoplopog LLag ITEPLOXNS
WG TIPOCTATEVOEVNG Elval LOVO TO TTPWTO Priua.

M’ QUTO TOV AOYO, TOVIZE CUVEXWC KAl AKOUPAOTA TN
onuacio g nmpootaciag kal TNS owotg SLaxXElplong,
Kal EpYAOTNKE OKANPA YA TNV EQAPLOYN UETPWY

TIOU QVTQTTOKPIVOVTAL OTIC OKOAOYIKEG QITALTNOELG
BACIKWV EWBWV Kal OKOTOTIWYV. Yoot pIEe oBevapd

™ QUACEN Kal TNV TapakoAouinon Twy TEPLOXWY,

Ta ornola elvat armapalmta yia v afloAdynon

TNC ATTOTEAECHATIKOTNTAC TWV SIAXELPIOTIKWY
npoonafelwy. H eUITAOKN Kal 1 CULETOXT) TWV
TOTIKWY KOWOTNTWY AmoTEAEcaV BEUENIO TNG
TIPOCEYYLONG ToU, avayvwpllovtag otin dlatmpnon
™S UONG elval TILO ATOTEAECUATIKY Kal SLapkng otav
€lval CUMLETOXLKY) KAl TIEPLEKTIKT). EmtAgoy, umtootnpi&e
€VOEPUA TNV QTOKATAOTAON UTIORABUIOUEVWY
OLKOTOTWY KAl OIKOOUOTNHUATWY, TIOTEVOVTAG OTL Ol
MpooTafeleg Slatnenong ™S eUoNng Ba MpPEeneL va

relentless advocacy helped curb the illegal slaughter of
birds, with tangible improvements in enforcement, both
in the Republic and in the SBAs, and to raise awareness.

Creation of Thkio Mosfilies: As part of raising
awareness and changing hearts and minds in the heart
of the trapping hotspot of Famagusta district, BirdLife
Cyprus set up its first ever nature reserve in Frenaros
under Martin’s guidance. “Thkio Mosfilies” is our first
targeted effort to create and maintain a rich and diverse
habitat that supports plants, insects, birds, and other
wildlife as well as an outdoor education space where
families and children from the local communities

and beyond can visit, learn and interact with the
natural world around them through our educational
programmes, workshops and events.

Site protection, management and restoration: Martin
worked for the designation of Important Bird and
Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) to Natura 2000 sites so that
they enjoy legal protection status. As a result, all IBAs
under the effective control of the Republic of Cyprus
and within the Sovereign British Bases have been
included in the Natura 2000 network or designated as
equivalent. And as Martin very well knew, designation
is only the first step. It is for this reason that he
constantly and tirelessly stressed the importance of
protection and proper management. Beyond the much-
needed protection, Martin worked hard to achieve the
implementation of measures that meet the ecological
requirements of key species and habitats. He also
advocated for site wardening and monitoring, which are
essential to assess if management efforts are working.
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ETIKEVTPWVOVTAL OTNV EVIOYXUOM KAl AITOKATAOTAON
™G PUONG, Kat OXL ATAWC 0NV TTPOANM TTEPAUTEPW
KATAOTPOPNG.

Avaxaitiong g ekagaviong tou Mupdyxpou MNomna:
Eva and ta epANUatika €pya tou orotou nynenke

o MdapTv NTav n avaxaltion g €agpaviong tou
Mupoxpou Muma. Ao évav mANBUopo LOALG 10 yurtwy
10 2020, 0l GUVTOVIOUEVEG TIPOOTIADELEG UE ETUKEQPAANG
Tov MdapTiv €xouv auénoel Tov mMANBUoUO os 38
TIOUALA XAPT OTO TTPOYPAUA «ZWwT) UE Toug [UTeg» e
xpnuatodommon and my EE. Ot §pdoelg Tou €pyou
TEPNAUPBavaV TV avVTILETWITION TNG SnANTnplaong
oV LTTIABPO, TOV HETPLAOUO TWV TTPOCKPOUCEWY

Kal TNG NAEKTPOTIANEIAC e EVEPYELAKES UTTOOOMES Kal
™V evioxuon tou mAnBuopou. O MapTly mioTteue OTL
owdovtag Tov [UTa UToPOoUE VA QITOKATACTY|OOULLE
OLKOAOYIKEC dladlkaateg mpog dpeAOG TNG Kowwviag
UAKPOTIPOOETIAL.

Eunvéovtag Tig vedtepeg vevieg: O MdapTtly mioteue
akpadavta otny eknatdevon. MioTteve ot cVVdEON
TWV TTASWWV e TN pUON Kal 0TV KAAAEPYELQ

ULOG YVNOLaG TIEPLEPYELAG Kal evouvalobnong yia

TOV (PUOIKO KOoUo. ERAeTe TNV ekrtaldevom kat Tig
OUOCLAOTIKEG EUTTELPLEG OTN PUOT WG EVa LOXUPO
EPYAAEID YA TN SLALOPQWON EVEPYWY, TIEPIBAANOVTIKA
OULVEIONTOTIOMNUEVWY TIOATWY. YTIO TV Kabodnynaon
TOU, TO EKTTALOEVTIKO TTpoOYypaa tou BirdLife

Cyprus eEeAixOnKe apKeTA, LECA QIO TNV TIPOCANUN
eKTTALOEUTIKOU AelToupyoU. QG ammoTEAEDLA, KAOE XpOVO
OUULETEXOUV OTA EKTTALOEUTIKA [LAC TIPOYPAULLATA
yUpw ota 1.500 radid, ta ormola pabaivouv yla tov
(PUOLKO KOO0 YUPW TOUG EVTOC KAl EKTOG OXOALKWY
alBovowv.

To kKAnpododua Tou MdapTv BplokeTal oToug
TTANBUOLOUC TWV JTTOUALWY KAl 0TOUC BLOTOTOUC TTOU
EPYAOTNKE TOOO OKANPA VA TPOCTATEPEL, TOOO OTNV
Kumpo 000 kat mépa and autny, Leow Tou BirdLife
International. Ta mouAtd dev yvwpilouv clvopa, Kal
oUTe 0 Martin, o onolog NTav mAVToTE £VOEPLIOG
UTTOOTNPIKTNG Kal avadnTtouoe EUKALPLES Y SIKOLWVOTIKTY)
ouvepyaoia. AlEBeTe va Lovadiko TAAEVTO VA (PEPVEL
TOUG avBpwWIToUC KOVTA, va evBappUVEL ToV SLAAOYO Kal
va olkodopel ouvalveon xwplc avtutapabeon.

Ebxe pa Baba katavonon g AemtertiAentng
LOOPPOTIAC TNG PUONC Kal TTIloTEVE TABLAoMEVA OTL
Sev TPETTEL va EEXVALE Ta KOvA €N, €lte aUTO NTav
éva Xmoupy(tt efte pia Mammabkia. H vmepdortion Tou
YLa LA LOOPPOTINHEVN TIPOCEYYLION OTN SlaThPNoN
™G @uong Bactlotav otV EKTINoN Kat v
TIPOOTACIA TWV KOWWV ELOWY, SIOTL —OTWG UaC AEVe
Ol ETTIOTNOVEG— Ta KOoWvda €idn ouxva natlouv tov
HEYAAUTEPO PONO 0N SlATPNON TNS VYELAC TwV
(PUOLIKWY OUOTNUATWV.

Engagement with and involvement of local communities
were foundational to his approach, recognizing that
conservation is most effective and long term when it is
inclusive and participatory. He also strongly supported
the restoration of degraded habitats and ecosystems,
and believed that conservation efforts should focus

on enhancing and restoring nature, rather than just
stopping further harm.

Saving the Griffon Vulture from extinction: One of
Martin's notable flagship projects was the conservation
of the Griffon Vulture. From a population of just 10
vultures in 2020, concerted efforts led by Martin have
increased their numbers to 38 thanks to the EU-
funded project “LIFE with Vultures”. Project actions
included tackling poisoning, mitigating collisions and
electrocution with energy infrastructure, and restocking
the population. Martin believed that by saving the
Griffon Vulture we can restore ecological processes for
the benefit of our society over the long term.

Inspiring the younger generations: Martin was a strong
advocate for inspiring the younger generations. He
believed in getting children more connected with nature
and instilling in them curiosity and empathy towards
the natural world. He saw education and meaningful
experiences in nature as a powerful tool to shape
active, environmentally conscious citizens. With his
leadership, BirdLife Cyprus’ educational programme
flourished, which included the recruitment of an
Education Officer. As a result, BirdLife Cyprus connects
with around 1,500 children annually, fostering in them
an appreciation and admiration for the natural world.

Martin's impact endures in the bird populations and
habitats he devoted himself to conserving in Cyprus
and beyond through the BirdLife Partnership. Birds
know no borders, and neither did Martin who was
always a strong supporter and looked for possibilities
for bi-communal cooperation. He had a unique talent
for bringing people together, fostering dialogue, and
building consensus without confrontation. He also

had a profound understanding of nature’s intricate
balance and believed passionately in not forgetting the
common species, whether this was a House Sparrow
or a Common Stonechat. His advocacy for a balanced
approach to conservation was rooted in appreciating
and protecting the commonplace, not least because
(as scientists tell us) it is the common creatures that
often play the biggest role in keeping the natural system
healthy. He argued that we must consider the landscape
as a whole, including the less picturesque and ‘special’
places. Martin would refer to the ugly reality of the
retreat of nature and the undermining of ecosystems
as a case of “death by a thousand cuts,” with many of
these cuts going unnoticed and unchallenged.

Yroomplle OTL pEmel va eEeTAlOULE TO TOTTO OTO
OUVOAO TOU, CULTTEPIAQUBAVOLLEVWY TWV ALYOTEPO
YPAPIKWY Kal 1dlaitepwy meptoxwy. O MdapTtv
ouVNBOLE Va aVaEPETAL 0NV UTTORABULON Kal TNV
KATaoTPOoMn TC pUOoNG WG Lia eplmtwaon apyou
Bavatou, e TOANEC amtd AUTEC TIG TTANYEC VA TTIEPVOUV
QITAPATNPENTEC.

Mag Aetrtet oAU o Martin, mtou dev NTav Lovo o
AlEUOULVTNC LAC, AAAA KAL AYQTTNEVOC TUVADEAPOG,
Hévtopag kal eihog. To LeTadoTikd Tou XIoUUOopP, N
KaAooUvn Kal 1 alolodotia tou emmpealay OAOUG
YUpw Tou. To 1taB0¢ Tou NTaV €LPAVES, ite otav
QOYXOAOUVTAV LLE TIC TIOAUTTAOKOTNTEC TNC TTOALTIKNG YLld
™ dlatrpnon g eUONG elte OTav artoAaupave Ty
QUTAN Xapd NG apatnEnong JTOUAWY LE GIAOUG.

Oa ouvexloouEe TO OPAA KAl TO TTAB0G TOU LECA ATtd
TO €pYO Hag, akoAouBwvTag Ta Bruatd Tou.

Avarnavoou ev lprvn, Martin. To €pyo cou, To vVeuua
00U Kal N aydarmn oou yla I guon Ba cuvexioouv va

ag kabodnyouv.

H opada tou BirdLife Cyprus

I

°© Silvio A. Rusmjigo 1

We deeply miss Martin, who was not just our Director,
but also a colleague, mentor, and friend whom we
cherished. His infectious humour, kindness, and
optimism spread to others. Martin's passion was
evident, whether he was dealing with the intricacies of
conservation policy or enjoying the simple pleasure of
birdwatching with close friends.

We will carry forward his vision and passion in our
ongoing work, following his footsteps.

Rest in peace, Martin. Your work, your spirit, and your
love for nature will continue to guide us.

The BirdLife Cyprus team
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Autn, rotelw, slvat n ayarmuevn Hou
pwToypaplia Tou OXeTICETAL
ue 1o BirdLife Cyprus...

Alopyavwoaple Lo ekdNAwaon o
Eva KATaoKNVWTIKO Xwpo aTo Tpoodog.
2noape SiXtua ylo va TilACOULLE
LEPIKG TTOUMG Kat va ta Sel€oupie
OTOUC TTAPEUPLOKOLEVOUC.

OMn uépa oxedov Sev midoapie timorta,

QAAG KaTaPEPQLLE VA TTIACOULLE QUTOV

TOV UUKPO [NELTETOO, TOV OTTOI0 LOAIC
elxa ByaAel artd ™V UQACLATIVN TOAVTA.

To ayopl ¢ pwtoypaiac Ssv Lmopolas
va TILOTEWEL OTL TO TTOUAL NTav aAnBwvo,
Kot Buudpial va pwtdel ToTe B «LEYOAWTEL,
UNV LITOPWVTAC VA TILOTEWEL OTL UITOPOUTE
va elval Tooo UKEO...

Mdptiv XeAAkap

This, I think, is my all-time favourite
BirdLife Cyprus-related image...

We were doing an event at a Troodos camp site. We had
set up some nets to catch some birds to show to people.

We caught almost nothing all day, but we did get
this little Coal Tit and I have just pulled it out
of the cloth holding bag.

The boy holding his hands together and asking me
questions just could not, | think, quite believe the bird
was real. | think | remember he asked when it would
‘grow up; not believing it could be so small...

The look of wonder on the boy’s face is just amazing.
And look at his parents and the other adults around
him enjoying and marvelling at his enthusiasm.

Priceless.

Martin Hellicar ,,
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Hpwideg e matovosc:
AvVTIHETWITION TNG TAPAVOUNG
SnAntnpiaong ayprag {wng
HE TIC Opadeg Avixvevong
AnNAnTnplacpEVwY AoAWUATWY
Heroes on paws: Battling illegal

wildhife poisonings i Cyprus with

Anti-poison Dog Unats

MapBa Métpou, Acttoupyog Mpoypappatwy Atatrhpnong ™ Puong
Martha Petrou, Conservation Projects Officer

Ta SnAnmplaopeva SOAWUATA LaoTi{ouV TNV KUTTPLAKT)
UTTABPO €6W Kal OEKAETIEG KAl QTTOTEAOUV ia artod TIG
KUPLEC aUTiEC BYNOLOTTAC VIO TIPOCTATEVOMEVA €(6M
o0To vnol, orwg o MuTag kal o 2laeToc. Amote oLV
emlonc amelAn yla katowkidla {wa kat yla my
avBpwrvn uyela. Ma Ta SoAWUATA XPNOILLOTIOOUVTAL
QITAYOPEULEVA KAL TIOAU TOEIKA (PUTOPAPAKA, KAl
HOALG 1,5 ypaupdpla armd OpLOLEVES amd AUTEC TIG
TIAPAVOLLEG OUCIEC TTOPOUV VA OKOTWOOUV £WG

Kal 5 avBpwrouc. Ta {wa me@Touy ouxva Buuata
dAntnplaong Kay, Adyw TG TOEKOTNTAS TWY OUCLWY,
Onloupyeital pia aiuvoida Bavdatou, mou odnyel o
AN plaon dekddwv (Wwwv, KaBwS eva (Wo mopel va
Toapel armd To SNANTNPLACHEVO KOUMAPL EVOC AAAOU
Bupuatod.

ANPOOEVEG NPWIGEC OTNV KATATTOAELNOMN TNG
TIAPAVOLNCS XPNONG SNANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY
elval dvo okuAitoeg patoag Border Collie. Exovtag
eruAeyel ya ekmaidevon and HOAIC Alywy eRdopadwy,
N Sofie kat n Dixie eknadevmmkayv oV EAAASa

yia tov mpwto 1,5 xpdvo ™ {wng TOuG UE OKOTIO

va YIVOLV oL TTPWTEG U0 OKUAITOEG avixveuomg
MANTNPELACUEVWY SOAWMATWY (6.5.) otnv Kurpo.
KAeldl oty oAokAnpwon twv Ouddwy Avixveuong
AnAnmpacpevwy AoAwuatwy (OAAA) eivat ot

lllegally placed poison baits have plagued Cyprus’
landscapes for decades, making up one of the leading
causes of mortality for protected species on the
island, like Griffon Vultures and Bonelli's Eagles. Lethal
substances used in poison baits also pose a threat

to domestic animals as well as human health. The
substances used tend to be banned pesticides, with
extremely toxic levels, as just 1.5 grams of some of
these illegal toxins can kill up to 5 people. Animals fall
frequent victim to such baits, and due to the toxicity of
the substances, a chain of death is created, since one
piece of bait can poison several dozens of animals, as
one animal feeds off the poisoned carcass of another
victim.

Unlikely heroes to combat illegal poison use: two
border collie pups. Selected from just a few weeks
old, two sisters Sophie and Dixie, underwent daily
training in Greece for over a year to become Cyprus’
first ant-poison detection dogs. Of course, key figures
to the completion of the Anti-poison Dog Units are
their handlers Andreas Christophorou and Andreas
Koumbaris, wardens of the Game and Fauna Service
who welcomed the dogs as part of their families and
began daily patrols together in May 2022. Since their
operation, these two units have become key to the fight
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Bnpo@UAaKeg xelploteg TNC Sofie kat ¢ Dixie, o
Avdpeag Xplotopopou Kal o Avopeag Kouprmapng,
Ol OTTO(0L KAAWOOPLOAY T OKUALA OTal OTTiTIa

TOUG Kal Eekivnoay KaBMUEPLVES TIEPUTOALEG OTNV
unaBpo artd Tov Mato tou 2022. Ao TV evapin
™G Asttoupylag Toug, ot Suo OAAA ™ ¢ Yrmpeolag
Onpac kat MNavidac amoteAoUV oNUAVTIKO KOUUATL
OTOV AYWVA KATA TOU EYKATLOTOC KATA TNS AYPLag
{wnc oy Kumpo, KataypdeovTasg CUCTNUATIKA Yid
TIPWTN (POPA TNV €KTAON KAl TN ouXvVOTNTA TNE XPNONG
OANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY 0TV LTTaALBpo.

O Vo OAAA TepUTOAOUV KABONUEPIVA TTIEPLOXES OF
OAeQ TIC emtapyiec ¢ Kurmplakng Anuokpatiag érnou
EXEL Kataypapel UYMAT ouxvotNTa SNANTNPLACEWY 1)
TIOU EUTTITTOUV OTNV ETIKPATELA TOU [UTQ, TIPOKEUEVOU
Va LEWOOLV TIC TIBavotnTeg SNANTplaong autou

TOU AItelAOUEVOU £(00UG. AUTEC OL TTEPUTOALEQ
TIPQLYLLATOTIOLOUVTAL TIPOANTITIKA, VLA VA EVTOTILOTOUV
TUXOV SOAWLLATA, AANA Ka yia va au&nBel n mapoucia
uag appodlag apyng oty Unal®po, n onola Jmopet va
AELTOUPYNOEL WG QTOTPETTIKOG TTAPAYOVTAS YA OO0UG
XPNOoLooloLV dnAnmplacpeva doAwpata. [Neputoiieg
TIPAYLATOTTIOLOUVTAL €7TLONC KAl LETA amd KATAYYEALEG
TOU KOWOU OXETIKA e TNV UITAPEN SNANTNPLAOUEVWY
SOAWLATWY N TIBAVWS SNANTNPLACUEVWY {WWV. ATTO
Tov Mdawo Tou 2022 €wc tov AekéuPplo tou 2023,
TTAvW arod 1o 65% twv avaeopwyv oTtic OAAA éylvav
QIO KUVNYOUC, KTNVOTPOMOUG KAl KATOIKOUG XWPELWY,
KABLOTWVTAC AUTEC TIG OUASES AVOPWTTWY ONUAVTIKO
HEPog T dladikaaotag avixyvevong 6.9.

2 dlaotnua 20 pnvwy (Mdtog 2022 - AekéuBplog
2023), ot duo OAAA mpayaATonoinoayv CUVOAKA

534 TTPOANTTTIKES TIEPUTOALEC, O€ €81 Ao TIC OTTolEq
Bprkav eupnuata SNANTPELACUEVWY SOAWUATWY

kal {wwv. MNpaypatononoay entong 177 meputolieg
UETA QO KATAYYEAES amd To Kowo, og 82 aro TIg
ornolec evrorlomkay eupnpata SnAntnplaonc. Autd

TA EUPNLLATA APOPOUV CUVOAIKA 85 dnAntnplaciueva
{wa (ek Twv omoiwv Ta 49 Ntav okUALd) Kat oxedov 70
KIAG SNANTNPLACUEVWY SOAWUATWY, TTOU AITOTEAOUVTAY
KUPLWG artd KOMUATIA KPEATOG Kal auyd. Katd mv dla
neplodo, Bpednkav vekpol TEVTE YUTIEG, OL OToloL Etxav
AMANTNPLAOTEL e TNV Tapdvoun oucia carbofuran, evw
EKTILLATAL OTL SNANTNPLACTNKAY KON 8 - 9 YUTIES, TWV
omolwyv Ta koupapta dev Bpednkav.

OL TTEPLOXEC UE TA TTEPLOCOTEPA EUPNLLATA

AN plaong katd Toug 20 Unveg Asltoupylag Twv
OAAA MTav kuplwg otnv entapyia Aepecou pe 34
TEEPLOTATIKA, akoAoLBoUEVN Ao TV enapxia [Mapou
ue 20 meplotatikd. Karmola amd autd ta mepLoTaTika
Kataypaenkay o€ 22 mPOOTATEVOUEVES TTIEPLOXES

Tou Siktuou Natura 2000, ek TwV OMOWV OKTW
avayvwpldovtal w¢ onUavTIKES yia Tov [UTa.

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

against wildlife crime in Cyprus, systematically recording
for the first time the extent and frequency of poison
bait use in the countryside.

On a day-to-day basis, both units patrol areas from

all districts in the Republic of Cyprus that are known
for high poisoning frequency or fall within the Griffon
Vulture range to reduce the poisoning possibilities

of this near-locally-extinct species. These patrols are
done on a preventative basis to detect any hidden baits
but also to increase the presence of an authoritative
body in the countryside, which can act as a deterrent
factor to those who use poison baits. Patrols are

also completed as a response to reports from the
public regarding findings of poison baits or potentially
poisoned animals. Between May 2022 and December
2023 over 65% reports made to the ApDUs came from
hunters, livestock breeders and village locals, making
them an important part of the detection process.

Over a period of 20 months (May 2022 to December
2023), the two units have completed a total of 534
preventative patrols in six of which they recorded
findings of poison baits and poisoned animals. A
further 177 patrols as a response to reports from the

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

© Silvio A. Rusmigo
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OL TePLOCOTEPEC TIEPUTTWOELS SNANTNPlaong
kataypagpnkay Letaly XemtepBpiov kat NoguBplou,
EVW AUENUEVA TTIEPLOTATIKA KATAYPAPOVTAL KAl TOV
Mdalo. AUTEG oL UNVIALEG SIAKUUAVOELG UTTOPOUV Va
epUNVeLBOLY, AappBavovtag urtogn ta kivntpa miow
arto ™ XPNON SNANTNPLACHEVWY SOAWULATWY, KABWG
Ta SOAWLLATA TTIOU TOTTOBETOUVTAL TO POWVOTTWPO
TOavVOTATA CUVOEOVTAL [E TNV KUVNYETIKN
dpaoTNELOTNTA, EVW Ol TTIEPLOCOTEPEC TTEPUTTWOELG
dANTplaonc TNV avolén kal To Kailokaipt
oxeTilovtal e TV €€0AOBpeUOT AAETTOVOWY

Kal adEOTIOTWY OKUAWV.

H olUvdeon petaty xprong 6.6. Kal KUVNYETIKNG
dpaoTNELOTNTAC EVIOXUETAL IO TO YEYOVOG OTL TA
45 aro ta 88 neplotatikda e evoeitelg SnAnmmplaong
KaTaypa@nkay KaTd TV KUVNYETIKN Tieplodo Kkal
EVTOC TTEPLOXWV KuvNyilou. Onwg katedelgayv Kal
KOWWVIKEG LEAETEC TTOU TIPAYLATONTOMONKAY OTO
TIAQLOLO TOU €pyou «Zwn e Toug MUTES», 0 KUPLOG
AGYoC Ttiow artd ™ xpnon 6.6. Katd TNV KUVNYETIKN
neplodo elval ol avTidIKieg ETAEY Kuvnywy. AUTO
ouVNBWE aPopPA LA pelonela Kuvnywy mou
ETUOLWKEL VA EAEYEEL OPLOUEVES KUVNYETIKES TIEPLOXEC,
QITOPEVUYOVTAC TNV UNTEPTIANBWPA GAAWY KUVINYWY,
OTOXEVOVTAG TA KUVNYETIKA OKUALA UE SNANTNPLACEVA
SOAWHATA KAl AITOTPETIOVTIAG TNV KUVNYETIKN
SPAOTNELOTNTA OTNV TIEPLOXT), LELWVOVTAG £TOL

TOV QVTAYWVIOUO OTO KUVIYL.

AN\OL AOYOL YIa TOUC OTTO(0UC OTOXOTTOLOUVTAL Ol
KUVNYETIKOL OKUAOL TTEPIAQLBAVOUV TNV ATTOTPOTT TNG
€L0080U TOUC O€ IBIOKTNOLEG KAl KAANEPYELES, KABWC
Kal TV TpooTtacia Hovadwy KINVoTpolag anod
TuBaveg eVOXANOELG 1 ETBETEIC 0TO {WIKO KEPAAALO.
Map’ OAa autd, N TAEIOVOTNTA TWY KUVNYWV
avTtiBetal oBevapd otn Xpron SNANTNPLACUEVWY
SOAWUATWY, KaBWC ot (dlol pmopel va urmootouy
ONUAVTIKEC ATTWAELEG OTAV TA KUVNYETIKA TOUG OKUALA
dnAnmnpalovtat. Movo to 2023, kataypdpnkay

98 meploTatikd NANTNEIAONG KUVNYETIKWY OKUALWY,
APBOC TTOU TIBAVOTATA AVTTTPOOWITEVEL UOVO £va
UKPO TTOOOOTO TNC TIPAYMATIKOTNTAC, KABWS devV
avagepovTal OAa Ta mePLoTATIKA 0TI OAAA.

ONPEeUTES, OMWC AAETTOUBEG KAl AdEOTIOTA OKUALG,
yivovtal ertilong ouyva otoxol Twy 8.0. o€ pla
(rmapavopn) mPooTIABELa EAEYXOU TWV TTANBUOUWY
Touq. Ta KivnTpa autg TC TIPAKTIKNG TEPIAALLBAVOULY
OUXVA TNV TTPOoCTAC(a TWV KTNVOTPOPIKWY {WwV,
KaBwe Kal Tn Pelwon TG BnPeUTIKAG Tiieong o€
Onpapata onwe nepdikia kat Aayot. Antd tov Malo
Tou 2022 £wg Tov AekepPplo Tou 2023, ot OAAA
kateypaav 19 meplotatikd e evoelfelg
AANnTNplaong mou cuvdeovTay mOAVWGE |UE TOV
EAEYX0 TTANBUOoHOU Bnpeutwy.. Ta meploTatika
QUTA KataypagovTal cuvNBwWG Kata TV replodo
aAVarTapaywyns g alemoug (lavoudptlog - Mdtog),
0€ TIEPLOXEG OTTOU ATTAYOPEVETAL TO KUVIYL 1) KOVTA

public were also completed, in 82 of which there were
poisoning findings. These findings amount to a total

of 85 poisoned animals (of which 49 were dogs) and
almost 70 kilograms of poison baits which make up
over 750 pieces of mostly meat pieces and eggs. In this
time period, five Griffon Vulture carcasses were also
found and determined to have been poisoned with the
illegal pesticide carbofuran, while a further eight - nine
individuals are also estimated to have been poisoned,
but their carcasses were never recovered.

Hotspot locations of poison findings over these 20
months of operation of the ApDUs were mainly in
Limassol District with 34 incidents, followed by Paphos
District with 20 incidents. Incidents with findings were
also recorded in 22 Natura 2000 areas, out of which
eight are recognised as important areas for Griffon
Vultures.

Most of the incidents with poison findings were
recorded between September and November while

a notable spike in incidents is also observed in May.
These monthly variations in poisoning cases may be
explained by the motives behind their use since baits
placed in autumn are likely linked with hunting activities,
while most poisonings in spring and summer are likely
targeting foxes and stray dogs. The link between poison
use and hunting activities is reinforced by the fact that
45 out of the 88 recorded incidents with poisoning
indications were found within the hunting season and
within hunting zones. As recorded by social studies
conducted under the framework of the LIFE with
Vultures project, the main underlying cause behind the
use of poison baits during hunting season is rivalries
among hunters. This usually involves a minority of
hunters that gatekeep certain hunting areas from being
overpopulated with other hunters by targeting hunting
dogs with poison baits and deterring hunting activities
in the area, thus reducing hunting competition. Other
reasons hunting dogs are targeted include preventing
their entry on properties and cultivated areas as well as
keeping them away from livestock units due to potential
disturbances or attacks on the livestock. However,

the majority of hunters feel strongly against the use

of poison baits as they can also suffer big losses when
their hunting dogs get poisoned. In 2023 alone, 98
hunting dogs were reported to have consumed poison
baits, a number that is likely just a small percentage of
the reality since not all incidents are reported to the
ApDUs.

Foxes and stray dogs are also frequently targeted with
poison baits as an illegal method of predator population
control. Motives for this practice often include
protection of livestock from attacks by stray dogs

and foxes as well as reduction of predatory pressure

on game species such as chukar partridges and hare.
Between May 2022 and December 2023, the ApDUs

© Silvie AuRusmigo

“ Anpoa svetf“ npwlﬁeq
aTnVv KG.TGJTO)\SUJ‘]O’H

LTINS moavo' NG Xpong
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€ KTNVOTPOPIKES LLOVADEC.

[MapOTL TIPOKELTAL YIA TIPOKATAPKTIKA CUMTTEPACHATA,
Ta dedopéva and T Aettoupyla twv OAAA detyvouv
ua mBavn petwon ot xenon 6.8., Kabwe o UETOG
APLOUOC TIEPLOTATIKWY dnANTelaonc ava unva (ya
TOUC UNveg Malo - AekéUBplo) petwbnke and 5 to
2022 oe 3,5 10 2023. Ot Aoyol rmiow armd aum ™
petwon prtopel va mepthapBavouy Ty av&non g
gualodNTOMOMONC TOU KOWOU YIa TO (NTNHA UECW
TWV TIPOOTIABELWY TOU £PYOU, KABWGE KAL TNV AUENEVN
niapousia Twv opddwy otV UnatBpo, ™ dlepelivnon
TWV TIEPLOTATIKWY KAL TIC TIPOOTIABELEG ETTLBOANC TOU
VOLIOU QJTO TIG ApLOSIEG APXES YA TN SLaXElplon Twv
EYKANUATWY KaTtd ™T¢ ayplag {wnc.

Ot OAAA dladpapatidouy Kplolo poAo oTIg
npooTmdBeteg dlatrpnong tou Muma oy Kompo,
KavovTag TNV UTTABPO ACPANECTEPN LLECTW TNG
pelwong 6.6., aAAA Kal armoTPEoOVTAG TN XP10oM TOUG.
Ta dedopéva mou cUAAEYovTaL glval Kplola yla tTnv
niapakoAoUBnon autg TG TAPAVOUNG TTPAKTIKNG,
KaBwWGg KAl YLa TN XAPTOYPAPNON TIEPLOXWY UE AUENIUEVO
ploko dNANTplaong Kat ToV CUVTOVIOUO OTOXEULLEVWY
dpaoewy mpootaaciag.

H npootacia ™g ayplag (wng oty Kurmpo and m
dnAnmnplaon dev Ba NTav QKT XWPIC TN CUUBOAN
TOU KOWOU TIOU QVAPEPEL TIEPLOTATIKA dSnAnmplaong
oy unaBpo. Eav urnopaoteite Vv Unapén 6.6. M
evtornioete vekpd {wa e evdeielg SnAnmplaong,
TIAPAKAAOUIE VA EVNUEPWOETE ALLETA TO TOTTKO
QOTUVOLLKO TUNUA KAl VA ETIKOWVWVNOETE HE TI¢ OAAA
ota MAépwva 99267916 1) 99255086.

recorded 19 incidents with poisoning indications that
had predator population control as their potential
motive. These incidents are usually recorded within

the fox breeding period (January - May), within wildlife
areas where hunting is forbidden or near livestock units.

Although this is a preliminary conclusion, data from the
operation of the ApDUs show a potential decrease in
poison bait use, as the average number of poisoning
incidents per month (for the months May - December)
dropped from 5 in 2022 to 3.5 in 2023. Reasons
behind this decrease may be the increase in public
awareness of the issue after project efforts, as well as
increased presence in the countryside, investigation
and enforcement efforts by the relevant competent
authorities for the management of wildlife crime.

The Anti-poison Dog Units have played a critical role in
conservation efforts for the Griffon Vulture in Cyprus
by making the countryside safer for them through the
reduction of poison bait presence, but also by deterring
the overall use of baits. The data collected is also critical
in monitoring this illegal practice as well as in mapping
hotspot areas of poisoning and directing more focused
conservation efforts.

The safeguarding of wildlife in Cyprus from poisoning
could not be done without the contribution of the
public who report on suspicious poisoning incidents in
the countryside. If you suspect poison baits or come
across animal carcasses with indications of poisoning
please inform the Local Police Station and contact the
Anti-poison Dog Units on 99267916 or 99255086.

© Silvio A. Rusmigo

‘Evag 0d1ko¢ xaptng yia
OLAXELPLON TWV ITEPLOTATIKWYV
SnAntnpiaong g ayplag {wng
A roadmap for managing illegal
wildlhife poisoning cases

EAévn Kapatdud, Yriebuvn Enkowvwviag, Vulture Conservation Foundation

Eleni Karatzia, Communications Manager, Vulture Conservation Foundation

Ol avnoUXNTIKES ETIUTTWOELS TNG TTAPAVOUNG
OAnmplaong ™ ayplag {wng ot BlommoKNOTNTA,

TA OLKOCUOTHATA KAL TNV avOpwrtvn Lyela £xouv
eteAlyOel o€ éva meoTIkO CTNLAL TTOU ArTauTel apeon
dpaaon. Katd 1o AleBveg Yuvedplo yia To Eykinua katd
™c Ayplag Zwng, Tou paypatornomnke omy Kimpo
Tov Mdto tou 2024, eldikol ard dlapopoug TOUELS
oudTnoav TV TOAUTTAOKOTNTA TOU TIPORANLLATOG Kal
gtepevivnoay mbaveg AVOELS.

MNati SnAntnptadetal n aypa {wn;

a va AUooupE To TTIPORANUa TS SnAnmpiaong

™G ayplag (wng, TIPETIEL TTPWTA VA KATAVOT)O0ULLE

Ta kivntpa. Evag kowog AOYog o€ TTOAAES XWPEC

etval n ekdikNTkA Bavatwon {Wwv-NPeuTwy wg
avtidpaon oe ouykpoUoelg avBpwrtou-ayplac {wng.
Ol aypOTeG Kal oL KITNVOTPOPOL cuxva alcBavovTal
OTL OV €XOLV AN ETTIAOYN VLA VA AVTILETWITIOOUY
TETOlA TTPORANUATA TTEPA artd TN XPNon dnAnmeiwy.
YTAPXOUV OWG KAl AAAEG ALTES, OTIWC OL CUYKPOUOELG
HETA&L KUVNYWV N 1N Tuxaia ékBeon oe UTOPAPLLAKA.

© Stelios Demetriou

The alarming effects of illegal wildlife poisoning on
biodiversity, ecosystems, and human health have
become a pressing conservation issue that requires
urgent action. During the International Conference on
Wildlife Crime in Cyprus held in May 2024, experts
from diverse backgrounds gathered to discuss the
complexities of this problem and explore potential
solutions.

Why wildlife poisoning happens

To solve the problem of wildlife poisoning, we first need
to understand what drives it. A common reason across
many countries is the retaliatory killing of predators

in response to human-wildlife conflicts. Farmers and
livestock breeders often feel they have no other choice
but to address such problems through poisoning. Other
motives exist too, including conflicts between hunters
or accidental exposure to pesticides.

Challenges in addressing wildlife poisoning
Despite its devastating effects, combating wildlife
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MPoKANOELG OTNV AVTIMETWITION TNG dnAnTnpeiaong
™G ayplag {wing

[Mapd TIC KATAOTPOPIKES TNG CUVETTELEG, N
QVTILETWTTLON TNG SnANTnplaonc g ayplag wng
dev elval eVKOAN urtdBeon. Mia arod TI¢ LeYAAUTEPEQ
TIPOKANOELG elval TO XAUNAO TOCOOTO KATASIKWY YA
QUTA TA EYKATILATA, OUXVA AOYW EAAEWPNC eveEPYOUG
OUULETOXNG N EMTAPKWY TTIOPWY ATt TTAEUPASG TWV
SUWKTIKWY apXWV Kal TwV El0ayYEAEWV. Xwplg loxupa
VOLUKA QUTOTPETTTIKA UETPA, O KUKAOG SNANTNPLACEWY
ouvexiceTa.

Ot MKO natlouv kploluo poAo oty evatctntormnoinon
KAl TNV TTapoxn TEXVIKNG ELTTEPOYVWILOCUVNG, AAAA
OLXVA EVOLV EKTOC TWV SLAdIKAoIWV SlEPELYVNONG
EVOC EYKANILATOC KATA TNG ayplag wng, Kal We €K

TOUTOU T QITOTEAECUATIKOTNTA TOUC £lval TTEQLOPLOLEVN.

H éAAeln ouUVTOVIOUOU LETAEY €BVIKWY apXwV Kal
N ENEWPN TTOPWV VLA SlEPELVNON ATTOSUVALLWVOUV
TIEPALTEPW TNV AVTULETWITION TOU TTIPORATLATOG.
ErtutAéov, n dlakivnon dnAnmplwv dev pubuiletat
ETIAPKWE, KAl TIOAAEC SIWKTIKEC UTNPEDLEC SV
AapBAavouy MV KAaTtaAANAN ektaldevon yla myv
QITOTEAECUATIKY AVTULETWITLON TOU (PAVOUEVOU.

Mia GAAN TTpOKANON elval 1 EAAeln cuvepyaolag
HETA&L XwPWV. [MapdAo TTOU OPLOUEVES XWPES EXOLV
ONUEWOEL ETUTUX(EG 0N dlaxelplon TS dSnAnmplaong
™S ayplag {wNG, ol OTPATNYIKEG AUTECG eV yivovTal
YVWOTEG N Sev epapolovTal aAAOU AOYW adUVAUWY
SleBVWY SIKTVWV.

BEATIOTEG MPAKTIKEG YL TNV TIPOANYN TNG
dnAntnpiaong g ayplag {wng

Mapd TG TTIOANEC TIPOKANOELG, KATTOLEG OTPATNYIKES
€xouv ammodelyOel amoteheouatikes. H mpoAnym elval
TO KAELWOL Kal EeKvA e TNV TTApAkoAoUBN oM TNC AypLag
{WNG O€ TIEPLOXES OTTOU KATAYPAMPOVTAL TTEPLOTATIKA
dAnmnplaong. Aueoeg avTdpACELS, OTTWG N XPNoNn
EKTTAUOEUEVWY OLLAdWY OKUAWY YLa TNV avixveuon
AN PlwY, WTOPOUV vVa AITOTPEEPOLY TTIEPALTEPW
Bavatoud.

H CULLETOXT) TWV TOTUKWY KOWVOTNTWY £lval éva AaAAO
oNUavTIKG Kopatt tou mtadh. Ot meptiBariovtikeg MKO
TIPETIEL VA EXOUV OTEVI ETTAPY) E TIG KOWOTNTEC TNG
vraiBpou efnywvtag Toug OTL N SnAnTPlaon ayplac
{wng dev BAGrTTel povo Ta (wa—anetiet entlong v
avBpwrtvn uyela kal Ta péoa dlaBiwong. Xty ariayn
NG VOOTPOTIlag Kal OtV mPowbnaom ao@aAECTEPWY
TIPAKTIKWY LITOPoLV va BonBroouv dpdaoelq
evatobntonononc.

H evioxuon ¢ erBoAng Tou vopou sival e€loou
ONUAVTIKT). Ot SIWKTIKEG APXEC KAl Ol OIKAOTEQ
xpeadovtal eEelOIKELEVN ekTtaidevon yla va
¥elpllovtal umoBeoelg dSnAntnplaong pe v
arnattoUpevn evalobnaota kat e€edikevon.

© Stelios Demetriou
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poisoning is no easy task. One of the biggest challenges
is the low conviction rate for these crimes, often
because law enforcement and prosecutors are not
actively engaged or lack the capacities and resources

to follow through. Without strong legal deterrents, the
cycle of poisoning continues.

NGOs play a crucial role in raising awareness and
offering technical expertise, but they are often left out
of formal investigations, limiting their impact. Poor
coordination between national authorities and a lack

of resources for investigations further weaken the
response. On top of that, the trafficking of poisons
remains poorly regulated, and many enforcement
agencies don't receive the training they need to tackle it
effectively.

Another hurdle is the lack of collaboration across
borders. While some countries have had success
in managing wildlife poisoning, these strategies are
rarely shared or replicated elsewhere due to weak
international networks.

Best practices in wildlife poisoning prevention

Even though the challenges are several, certain
strategies have been proven effective. Prevention is
key, and that starts with monitoring wildlife in areas
known for poisoning incidents. Quick responses, such
as deploying trained dog units to detect poisons, can
prevent further harm.

Community engagement is another vital piece of the
puzzle. Conservationists need to work closely with rural

MATS AINUNTTSA =

AnapalmTog eivat emiong o KAAUTEPOC CUVTOVIOUOC
HETAEL TwV €BVIKWY apxwy. Mia KeVTpLKn Baon
SEBOUEVWY YL TIC TIEPUTTWOELS dSnAntnplaonc Ba
ITOPOoUOE va BonBNoeL 0TNY avayvwpLon LoTiRwy,
otV aviaAhayn SeS0OUEVWY ETAEY XWPWV KAl OTN
SLAT@ANLON ULAC TILO OUVETTOUC KAl ATTOTEAECLATIKNC
aAvTamoKpLong.

Brjpata yia tTnv avtideTwriton g SnAntnpiaong
aypuag {wng

a va ONUELWOOUY OUCLACTIKY) TIPO0S0, Ol XWPES
TIPETIEL VA ONLLLOUPYTITOUV OAOKANPWEVA OXESIA
SpAoNC 1oV VA TTEPINALPBAVOUY ETPNOLLOUC OTOXOUG
Yyl ™ Helwon Twv meplotatikwy dnAntplaong. Auta
Ta oXedla Ba MPETEL VA AVTILETWITICOLY TNV KATAXPN oM
PUTOPAPLAKWY, Va TTpowBouv AUoELG AauBavovtag
UTTOUMN TIC TOTUKEC KOWVOTNTEG Kal va evBuypapuilouvy
TIC TTPOOTIAOELEC SLATPNONG HE TIG AVAYKES TWV
TOTUKWY ELTTAEKOEVWY (POPEWV.

OL MKO mipénet emiong va dladpallatioouy HeyalUTEPO
poAo. Avti va Bacilovtal otn Bpaxurpobeoun
XPNHATOSOTNON SPACEWY, TTIPETIEL VA ETUKEVTPWOOUV
o€ LakpomnpoBeoueg SpAaelg evaloOnTonoinong.

H TexVIKY) TOUG ELTTELPOYVWHOOUVN TIPETIEL VA
EVOWATWOEL emtlonua otig dtadikaoleg dtepevivnong
yla va Slao@aALoTOUV QTTA AITOTEAEOLATA.

H emévduon o€ TOEKOAOYIKA EpYACTPLA KAl
TIPOYPALLATA KATAPTLIONG Elval éva akOuN Kploo
Briua. H BeATiwpévn avixveuon kat avaiuon

OUOLWV UITOPEL va BonBnoel TIG SIWKTIKEG APXES Va
KATQITOAEL)OOUV TNV TAPAVOLN auth 6pactneloTnTa.

© Eleni Karatzia

communities to explain that wildlife poisoning doesn’t
just harm animals—it also threatens human health
and livelihoods. Awareness campaigns can help shift
perspectives and encourage safer practices.

Strengthening law enforcement is equally important.
Prosecutors and judges need specialized training to
handle wildlife poisoning cases with the sensitivity and
expertise they demand. Better coordination among
national authorities is also essential. A centralized
database of poisoning cases could help identify
patterns, share data across borders, and ensure a more
consistent and effective response.

Steps to tackle wildlife poisoning

To make real progress, countries need to create
comprehensive action plans that include measurable
goals for reducing poisoning incidents. These plans
should address the misuse of pesticides, promote
community-based solutions, and align conservation
efforts with the needs of local stakeholders. The
BalkanDetox LIFE project has already made strides in
this area, helping six Balkan countries develop targeted
strategies.

NGOs also need to play a bigger role. Instead of relying
on short-term project funding, they should focus

on long-term awareness campaigns. Their technical
expertise should be formally included in investigations
to ensure more effective outcomes.

Investing in toxicology labs and training programmes is
another critical step. Improved detection and analysis of
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Ol eupeleg TOEIKOAOYIKEG EEETATELC UTTOPOUV ETTIONG VA
EVTOTTI(OUV TUXOV VEECG TIPAKTIKEG KAl VA AVIXVEUOULV TIG
oualeg mou XpnolormolouvTal.

H euaioBnroroinon tou Kowvou eival e€lcou onuavtikn.
H dnAntnplaon ayplag {wng IPETEL Va avayVwPLOTEL
WG 0oBapd €yKANUA, Kal Ol EKOTPATEES EVNUEPWONG
ota MME ummopoUv va avadelouy Tov avtiktumo

NG 0N BLOTTOKIAOTNTA, TNV AvBPWITVN LYELa Kal

otV olkovouia ™g unaibpou. H umootplen Tou
KowoU elval To KAEWSL yla TNV Itpowinon L.oxupoTePNS
ETBOANG TOU VOUOU Kal AAAQYWY OTOV TOLEA TNG
TIOALTIKNG.

Y TIG AYPOTIKEG TIEPLOXES, OL TtepBaiiovTikol MKO
UITOPOULV Va eUBLYPAULIOOUV TIG TIPOOTIADELEG TOUC [UE
TA TOTUKA OUMPEPOVTA. [a mapddetya, n Lo ynon
AOPANWY EVAANAKTIKWY AUCEWY, OTIWG N TOTIOBETNON
NAEKTPIKNG TiEPippadng, wopsl va Bonbnoet otnv
TIPOANYN TWV CUYKPOUOEWY avBpwItou-ayplag {wng
XWpIC ™ Xpromn SOAWUATWV.

H entthuon tou mpofANuartog g dnAntnplaong ayplag
N antattel moAudlaoTtatn nmpoogyyion. H mpoAnyn,
Ol VOUIKEG HETappubuioelg, n evatobntonoinon

TOU KOWOU, 1] OULLLETOXT) TWV TOTIKWY KOWOTNTWY

Kal N dlebvng ouvepyaoia €xouv OAa pOAo va
dladpapatioouy. Elval pia kovn eubuvn mou Ba
ETUTUXEL LOVO €AV OAOL—QTTO KUBEPVNOELG LLEXPL TOTTIKEG
KOWOTNTEC—EPYAOTOUV padl.

Oepvovtag OAn MV texvoyvwaola pag padl kal peoa
QIO TNV AVIAAAQYT ETUTUXNLEVWY OTPATNYIKWY KAl
™ &€opevon yia dpdom, LITOPOULE VA OTUELWOOUE
TIPAYUATIKY) TTpO050. AUTO SEV APOPA OVO TN
dldowaon ™G ayplag (wng- agopd T dnuoupyia
EVOC UEANOVTOG OTTOU Ol AVOPWITOL KAl 1) pUOM
evudoKLOLV padl.

-~ :
© Eleni Karatzia

poisons can help law enforcement agencies crack down
on illegal activities. Broad toxicological screenings can
also track emerging trends and identify the substances
being used.

Public awareness is crucial too. Wildlife poisoning
needs to be recognized as a serious crime, and media
campaigns can help highlight its impact on biodiversity,
human health, and rural economies. Mobilizing public
support is key to pushing for stronger enforcement and
policy changes.

In rural areas, conservationists can align their efforts
with local interests. For example, offering safe
alternatives like electric fences can help prevent
human-wildlife conflict without resorting to harmful
poisons.

Solving the problem of wildlife poisoning requires a
multifaceted approach. Prevention, legal reforms, public
awareness, community involvement, and international
collaboration all have a role to play. It's a shared
responsibility that will only succeed if everyone—from
governments to local communities—works together.

By pooling our expertise, sharing successful strategies,
and staying committed to action, we can make real
progress. This isn't just about saving wildlife; it's about
creating a future where both people and nature can
thrive side by side.

Ermiokonmnom tou eyKANUATOG KAt

™G ayprac {wng otnv Evpwnn
Overview of wildlife crime in Europe

EAévn KapatQid, YievBuvn Enkowvwviag, Vulture Conservation Foundation

Eleni Karatzia, Communications Manager, Vulture Conservation Foundation

To €ykANua katd g ayplag (wng atoTeAEL Lia
oofapn), aAG CUXVA UTTOTIUNUEVN QITEIAT) YIA TN
ovadIkn Blomolkihotnta g Eupwrmc. Ol emUTTwoeLg
TOU elval ekTeTapeveg, ermmnpealoviag oxl Lovo ta
OlKOOUOTNATA, AAAA Kal SNULOUPYWVTAG KOWWVLIKA
Kal OLKOVOLLIKA TTpoAuaTa. EykAnuata onws n
dnAnmplaon, N AaBpobnpla Kal N KataoTpoen Twy
Blotonwy elvatl ouvBeTa (NMUATA, KAL 1) AVTLLETWITION
TOUC ATTALTEl TPOoEeYYIOELS TTou AapBavouy urtoym

TIC LOVADIKEC TIPOKANOELG K&OE TteploynC. Elte ota
Bahkavia, elte oty Itakia, Tnv lomavia 1) al\ou, eivat
OQPEC OTL 1N KATATOAEUNOT TOU €YKANUATOG KATA TNG
ayptag {wng amattet ouvepyaoia, TPooapUOCTIKOTNTA
Kat Kown O€0ELON YIa TNV TTPOOTACIA TNG (PUTIKNC
KANpovolag ™g Eupwmng.

H lonavia wg npoturo ya v
QUTOTEAECUATIKY) TTIPOANYN TOU EYKANUATOG
Kata g ayplag {wng

H lomavia €xel avadexBel wg Eexwplotod mapddetyua
OTOV AYWVA KATA TOU EYKATLATOC KATA TNC AyPLag
{wWNC, €BIKA O€ O,TL APOPA TNV TTPOANYM TG
dnAntnplaong kat ¢ niektpormAnéiag. Mépvovtag

padl KuBePVNTIKOUG OPEIC, apXeS ETTBOANC TOU VOUOU,
niepBariovTikec MKO kat TEXVIKOUG EUTTELPOYVWOVEG,

N lomavia €xel ONUEWOTEL TIPAYLLATIKY) TTp00d0.

> v Avdalouola, Yo mapadeLyld, Ol OCUVEPYATIKES
MpooTtAfEeleC TWV TeAeUTalWY 20 XpOVWVY EXAV WG
QITOTEAECUA TN HElWoN TwY BavATWY YUTIWV Ao
dnAnmplaon kata 20%. EnutAéov, n lommavia dlabetel
AUOTNPEOUC VOLLOUG TTOU artattouy Ty avaBadiion
TWV YOOUUWY LETAPOPAS NAEKTPLIKNG EVEPYELAG,
KABLOTWVTAC TIG AOPANEOTEPEC, EVW OL IBLOKTINTEC
TWV YPAUUWY Bewpouvtal uIteLBuUVOL yia TN
OUVTPNON TOUC.

H xpnon cuomuatwy GPS yla v mapakohoubnon
YUTTWV €XEL e7tionC armodelyBel kabBoploTikn yla v
QVTILETWTTION TNC dnANTNplaonc. Aut N texvoloyia
ETUTPETIEL OTIC APXES va evTomniouv ypryopa
TEPLOTATIKA SNANTNplaong, va avtarmokpivovTatl

Wildlife crime poses a serious but often overlooked
threat to Europe’s rich biodiversity. The consequences
are far-reaching, not only affecting ecosystems but
also creating social and economic problems across the
region. Crimes like poisoning, poaching, and habitat
destruction are complex issues, and tackling them
requires approaches that account for the unique
challenges in each area. Whether in the Balkans, Italy,
Spain, or elsewhere, it's clear that fighting wildlife
crime needs collaboration, adaptability, and a shared
commitment to protecting the continent’s natural
heritage.

Spain as a model for effective wildlife crime
prevention

Spain has emerged as a standout example in the fight
against wildlife crime, especially when it comes to
preventing poisoning and electrocution. By bringing
together government agencies, law enforcement,
NGOs, and technical experts, Spain has made real
progress.

In Andalusia, for instance, collaborative efforts over
the past 20 years have reduced vulture poisoning
deaths by a staggering 90%. Spain also has strong laws
requiring powerline retrofitting to make them safer, and
powerline owners are held accountable for maintaining
their infrastructure.

The use of GPS tracking for vultures has also been
instrumental in mitigating poisoning. This technology
allows authorities to quickly detect poisoning incidents,
respond effectively, and gather strong evidence for legal
cases. It's a system that has proven both innovative and
practical.

One of Spain’s greatest successes is intersectoral
collaboration of all relevant law enforcement
authorities, formed specialised environmental law
enforcement units, and the perception that poisoning is
a serious criminal activity that should be punished like
any other crime.
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QUTOTEAECUATIKA KAL VA OUYKEVIPWVOUV LoXUPA
QTOOEIKTIKA OTOLXE(OL WOTE AUTEC Ol UTTOBETELC Va
TIAPOULV ToV Opoo TNC dikaloouvN. Npokeltal yia
€va oUOTNLLA TTOU Elval TaUTOXPOVa KAVOTOO Kal
TIPAKTIKO.

Mia a7t TIC LeyahUTEPEG emITUXEC TG lomaviag eival
1 SLATOUEAKT) OLVEPYAOIA OAWY TWV OXETIKWY APXWV
EMBOANC TOU VOLOU, 1) Snoupyla eCELOIKEVUEVWY
LOVAdWY ETTBOANG TWV TIEPBAANOVTIKWY VOLOOECIWY
Kal N QVTILETWITION TG SNANTplaonc wg cofapng
EYKANUATIKNG 6pa0TNPLOTNTAC TTOU JIPETIEL VA
TIHWpPETal OWwG KABe AANO €YKAN AL

BaAkavia: mpoodog Kat TPOKANOELG

Ta Baikavia mapouactalouy eva dlattepa oUVBETO
TOTTO Yla TO €yKANUA Katd ™T¢ ayplag (wne, e
TIOWKIAEG artelNéc Omwg dnAnTMplaon, AaBpobnpla kat
napavoun nayidevon.

> Boovia-EpleyoBivn, ol mapadooiakeg
TIPAKTIKEG KUVIYLOU, 1) QVETTAPKNC ETTILROAT) VOUWV
Kal N TIEPLOPLOLEV EualoONTOTTOMON TOU KOoWvoU
OUPBAAoLY oToV LPNAG apPlBUO TIAPAVOLLWY
BaVATWOEWY TTOUALWY, TTIOU EKTLLATAL OTL EETEpVA

© Eleni Karatzia

The Balkans: progress and challenges

The Balkans present a particularly complex landscape
for wildlife crime, characterized by diverse threats that
include poisoning, poaching, and illegal trapping.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, traditional hunting
practices, inadequate law enforcement, and limited
public awareness contribute to the high numbers of
illegal bird killings, estimated at over 50,000 birds per
year, with the use of electronic lures and non-selective
hunting methods aggravating the problem.

Meanwhile, in Croatia, hunting tourism and poaching
for financial gain and cultural practices put pressure on
native bird populations.

In Greece, wildlife poisoning has proven especially
damaging, affecting raptors such as Griffon Vultures
and Bonelli's Eagles. Poison baits intended to target
pests and predators to protect livestock often have
unintended consequences, killing non-target species.

North Macedonia faces similar issues, with a mix of
poaching, wildlife poisoning, and under-resourced law
enforcement that struggles to prioritize these crimes.

ta 50.000 mmouAld e oilwe. H xprion NAEKTPOVIKWY
TIXOLULLINTIKWY CUOKEUWY KAL U ETUAEKTIKWY UEBOdWV
KUVNYLOU ETIOEIVWVEL TO TTPORANLAL

>V Kpoatia, 0 KUVNYETIKOC TOUPLOLOC Kal N
AaBpobNpla yia OIKOVOLKO OMENOG Kl TIOALTIOTIKEC
TIPAKTIKEG AOKOUV TIEOT 0TOUG AUTOXBOVEQ
TIANBUGOLIOUC TTIOUALWV.

>y EANGSa, n dnAnmplaon dyplag dwng €xet
artodeyOel Oaltepa e, ermpealovTag ApTOKTIKA
TIOVUALG OTTWwC 0 [Mupodxpoug Mumag kat o 2rlasTtoq.

Ta SnAnmnplacpeva SoAwpata, mou mpoopidovtal

yia Vv e€ovtwon erPAABWY (WY Kal BNpeuTtwy

yla TNV TPOooTacia TG KTNvoTtpopiag, EXouv ouxvd
QTPOPAETITEC CUVETIEIEC, OKOTWVOVTAC £(6N TT0UL dEV
QITOTEAOUV OTOXO.

H Bopela Makedovia avtiuetwrtidel mapopola
TIPOPRANUATA, e eva pelypa AaBpobnplag,
dNAnmplaong ayplac {wng Kal AVETTAPKWY TIOPWY OTIG
APXEC ETTIBOANC TOU VOLOU.

2mv AABavia, N AaBpobnpla kal To Tapavoo eLTTOPLO
ayplag (wng arroteAolv dladedopeva mpoAnuata,

Ta orola eridevwvovTal armd VOUOBETIKA KEVA Kal
QVETTAPKE(C KaTtayyeAiec AOyw EAAEWPNG ELTTLOTOTUVNG
OTIC APYEC.

2N 2epPla, ekTipatal Tl Kabe xpovo Bavatwvovtal
163.000 mouhid, Aoyw dninmplaong, Aabpobnplag
QUITO VTOTILOUG Kal EEVOUC KUVNYOUC, Kal Ttayideuong,
ILE TA TIOUALA VA TIWAOUVTAL OTA KPUQA, CUXVA ATto
QUTOKIVNTO O€ auTOoKivNTO.

Ta vopoBeTika mAaiola ota Baikavia ouxva
OTEPOUVTAL TNC AETTTOLEPELAC TTIOU QUTalTelTal yia TNV
QUTOTEAECUATIKY) AVTLETWITION TOU EYKANLATOC KATA
™MC ayplag (NG, eVw oL apxeg aywvidovtal ouxva |ue
TIEPLOPLOLEVOUC TTOPOUC KAl AVETTAPKN eKTTaldeuom.
Mapd TIG TTPOKANOELS, UTTAPXOULV eVOElEELC TTpOOOOU.
Epya onwc to BalkanDetox LIFE cupaiiouv otn
BeAtiwon ™g ouvepyaaoiag, otny ekmatdbevon Twv
QAPXWYV KAl 0NV eVIOXUON TWV VOLLKWY TIAALTLWV.
MpwTtofouiieg onwe to Wildlife Crime Academy
EXOUV ETTIONG KABOPLOTIKY onuacia yla Ty avamtuin
eteldlkevong kal ™ dnoupyia AETOUPYIKWY
TIPWTOKOAAWY VLA TNV AVTILETWITION AUTWY TWV

NTNUATWV.

Abaypata amo AAANEG EUPWTTATKEG XWPES

H FaAAla €xel onUELWOEL TTPOOOO OTNV KATATIOAENON
TOU EYKATILOTOC KATA TNC ayplag {wng, aAAa
etakolouBel va avtietwrilel TpokAnoelc. MNapott

Ol VOOL TNG TIPOPRAETIOUV AUOTNPES TTIOWVEC—EWG

Kat Tpla xpovia UAAKLION Kat UPNAA TTPOCTLLA—O0L
UTTOBETELC TUXVA TIEPTOUV OTO KEVO AOYW EAAELPNC
ECELOIKEVEVWY YVWOEWV ATTO TIG OIKAOTIKEC

Albania also struggles with widespread poaching and
illegal wildlife trade, combined by legislative gaps and
underreporting due to a lack of trust in authorities.

In Serbia, an estimated 163,000 birds are killed
annually, with wildlife crime taking various forms,
including bird poisoning, poaching by domestic and
foreign hunters, and bird trapping, where birds are sold
through secretive ways, such as car-to-car transactions.

The region’s legislative frameworks often lack the
precision needed to effectively tackle wildlife crime,

and enforcement agencies frequently struggle with
limited resources and insufficient training. Despite these
challenges, there are signs of progress. Projects like
BalkanDetox LIFE are helping to improve collaboration,
train law enforcement, and strengthen legal
frameworks. Efforts like the Wildlife Crime Academy
have also been key in building expertise and creating
operational protocols to address these issues.

Insights from other European countries

France has made progress in combating wildlife crime
but still faces hurdles. Even though its laws allow for
harsh penalties—up to three years in prison and hefty
fines—cases often fall apart due to a lack of specialized
knowledge among judicial authorities. Toxicological
monitoring using species like Red Kites and Griffon
Vultures has been a step in the right direction, revealing
that 93% of poisoning cases involve banned substances.

Portugal and ltaly have also taken steps to reduce
bird deaths from poisoning and powerline collisions.
However, delays in toxicological testing and
underfunded laboratories often slow their efforts.

© Eleni Karatzia
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apxeQ. Ot TOEIKOAOYIKEC avaAUoelg artd €(dn mmou
OMANTplaotKay, orwe o WaAdiapnc kat o
Mupoyxpouc MNimag, arote oLy éva Pra 7Tpog
OowWoTN KatevBuvon, artokaAUTTovVTag 0Tl To 93% TWV
TIEPUTTWOEWY dNANTNPiaoNnc apopoly SOAWLATA [UE
QTTAYOPEVEVEC OUOIEC.

H Moptoyaiia kat n Itaiia €xouv emtiong Aael
LETPA YIa TN PElWON TWV BavATWVY TTOUALWY artd
SNAnmplaon Kal armod mTPOOKPOUCELS O KAAWSLA
NAEKTPLKNG evEPYeLaG. Q0TO00, Ol KABUOTEPNOELG
OTIC TOEIKONOYIKEG EEETATELC KAL 1) UN ETTAPKNG
XPNUATOOOTNON TWV €pyaoTnpliwy ouyva
EMPBPAdUVOUV TIC TTPOOTIAOELEC.

Mua kotvr) eubuvn

H avTIUETWTTION TOU £YKANLATOC KaTtd ¢ ayplag (wng
omv Eupwrm amattel cuA\oyikn dpaon. KuBepvnoelg,
QO0TUVOULQ, [ATPOSIKATTIKOL ELTTELPOYVWLOVEC, VOLKOL
kat MKO mnpéret va ouvepyadovtal. Arapaltntol eivat
LOXUPOTEPOL VOLIOL LLE OUCLATTIKEG TTOWVEG, AAAG Elocou
ONUAVTIKEC €lval ol eKoTpaTeleC evaloONTOTTOMNONG KAt
KIVNTOTTO(N oM g TOU KOWoU KAl TWVY TOTUKWY KOWOTHTWY
yla TV QVTILETWITION TwV BaBUTEPWY ATIWY AUTWV
TWV EVKANUATWV.

H texvoloyla Lmopel ertiong va kavel ) dlapopa.
Epyaleia onwe n mapakoAouBnon HEcw SopUPOPIKWY
TIOLTTWV KL Ol KEVTPIKES BATELS OESOUEVWY [TTOPOUV
va BEATIWOOUY TOOO TIG TTPOOTIADELES TIPOANUING

OO0 Kal TNV AVTATOKPLON O€ TEPLOTATIKA. Ot BVIKEC
Kall TIEPLPEPELAKES OLADES EpyaATiag UTOPOUV vVa
LolpadovTal TN YVwWon ToUg Kal Va EVIOXUoUV TN
ouvepyaola.

H ertuxla ™g lomaviag detyvel T pmopst va eriteuyOet
OTaV UTTAPXEL LoYXUPT) VOoBEaia, oTpaTnYIKOG
OXeOLAOIOG KAl AUOTNEN ETTLROAT TWV VOUWV.
MpwTtoBouAieg onwc to BalkanDetox LIFE npoogépouv
TOAUTILA LaBnpata yia Ty ITIpoCap oy OTPATNVIKWY
OTIC TOTTIKEG AVAYKES SlATNPWVTAC TAUTOXPOVA TOV
SlaoLVOPLAKO CUVTOVIOUO.

H npootaoia g ayplac {wng Kat TwV OlKOOUOTNHATWY
™S Eupwmc dev elval armAwe €va Toriko (mua —
elval pia kowvr) evBuvn. Meow ™ ouvepyaoiag Kat

™G AVTAAAYNC ELTTELPOYVWIOCUVNC [UTTOPOULIE VA
OLKOOOUNOOULLE EVA TIO BLIOIUO LEAAOV TOCO YLd TN
LOM OO0 KAl YL TOUG avBpwItoug.

¢6 H avtipeTwrnion Tou
EYKANUATOG KATA TG AypLag
{wng otnv Evpwrnn anautei
guAAoYIKn dpaom. KuBepvnoelg,
QO TUVOUA, LaTPOSIKATTIKOL
EMITELPOYVWHOVEG, VOMLIKOL Kat
MN-KUBEPVNTIKEG OPYAVWOTELG
NIPEMEL va cuvepyadlovTtal.

Addressing wildlife crime across
Europe calls for collective action.
Governments, police, forensic
experts, legal professionals, and
NGOs need to work together. 99

A shared responsibility

Addressing wildlife crime across Europe calls for
collective action. Governments, police, forensic experts,
legal professionals, and NGOs need to work together.
Stronger laws with meaningful penalties are essential,
but so are public awareness campaigns and community
engagement to address the root causes of these crimes.

Technology can also make a big difference. Tools like
GPS tracking and centralized databases can improve
both prevention and response efforts. National and
regional working groups can share knowledge and
encourage collaboration.

Spain’s success shows what's possible with

strong legislation, strategic planning, and rigorous
enforcement. Initiatives like BalkanDetox LIFE offer
valuable lessons in adapting strategies to local needs
while maintaining cross-border coordination.

Protecting Europe’s wildlife and ecosystems isn't just

a local issue—it's a shared responsibility. By working
together and exchanging expertise, we can build a more
sustainable future for both nature and people.
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