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About the project

LIFE with Vultures is a targeted conservation project for the protection of the
Griffon Vulture in Cyprus. In this four-year endeavor (2019-2023), BirdLife
Cyprus, the Game and Fauna Service, Terra Cypria — The Cyprus Conservation

Foundation and the Vulture Conservation Foundation have joined forces to
tackle the main threats facing the Griffon Vulture and prevent Cyprus’ most
threatened bird of prey from going extinct. The project has a €1,375,861
budget and is co-funded (60%) by the EU’s LIFE programme. Find out more at:
www.lifewithvultures.eu
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Treated incidents of Griffon Vultures in distress (2020-2024)

Summary in Greek / NepiAnPn ota eEAAnVIKA

Y10 mAaiolo tng dpaong C1.1 tou €pyou “LIFE with Vultures CY”, otdxog ntav n peiwon tng Bvnouotntag
tou Muma (Gyps fulvus) anod neplotatikd SnAntnpiaong péow TNg mapaywyng Kat dtavoung BaAttodkio
mpwtwv Ponbswv. H &pdon aut OUUMAnpwvel Ttn Aswtoupyia Ttwv Opadwv  Aviyveuong
AnAntnplaopévwy AoAwpdtwy (ApDUs) mou augdvouv Tig mBavotnteg evioniopol dnANTnpLacUEVWY
rumwv.

Ta BaAwrodkia mepAapBovav Bactkd KTNVIOTPLKO €EOMALOMO Kol GOAPUOKEUTIKO UALKO yla TNV AUEON
napoxn npwitwv BonBelwyv, kabBwg kat puALaSLo pe Aemttopepeig 0dnyieg xpriong. MNepimou 70 BaAltodkia
napnxénoav tov Maptio 2023 kal SlavepuBnkov OTOXEUHEVA OE TIEPLOXEG OTIOU amavTATAL 0 MUTTAG, OTIWG
vpadeia kat mepimoha tng Ynnpeoiag Onpag, Kowotikd ZupBoUAla, TOmkoUg A0TUVOULKOUG oTaBpoUG,
8001KoU ¢ oTaB o, aypoTIKOUE KTNVLATPOUG KoL LEAN TOU POYPAUUATOC TtapakoAolBnong tou BirdLife
Cyprus.

Ma tv opbn xpnon Twv BaAltowv, opyavwbnke ekmaldeuTIKO oepvaplo amo to BirdLife Cyprus pe tnv
UTIOOTAPLEN TOU KTNVLATpou Kwvotavtivou Avtwviou. Tuppeteiyav Asttoupyol tng Ynnpeoiag Onpoag, tou
TuAUOTOoG Aaowv Kal Twv Bpetavikwv Bdoswv, ol omolol ekmatdevtnkav otn owotn Slaxeiplon kal
mapoyn mpwItwv Bondelwv og KABNAwWUEVA TTOUALA.

Kata tnv mepiodo 2020-2024 kotaypdadnkav SVo meplotatikd mou adopoloav [UTEC oL omoiot
XPELAoTNKAV avBpwrivn mapéufaon Kat Ktnviatptkn ¢povtida. O MNimag e to dvopa “Aptepic” (aplOpo
SaktuALSLoU LLM), mou eixe eloaxBel otnv KUmpo amo tnv lonavia to 2022, evioniotnke akivntog HECW
GPS oe daotkn meploxn. Aev umnpxav evoeilfelg SnAntnpiacng A TPAUUOTLONOU, OTOTE eV XPELAOTNKE N
epappoyn mpwtwv Bonbelwv oto medio. To MOUAL peTadEpONKe Apeoa o KTNViaTpo yla epiBain kat
LETA amo UEPLKEG NUEPEC OTO KEVTPO MepiBalPng ayplag {wng tng Yrnpeoiag Onpag kat Navidag, omou
amnoBepanelTnKe MANPWCS Kal aneleuBepwOnke tov Anpiio 2023.

O 8eUtepog Mmag, pe to ovoua “Moko” (apBud daktuAdlov CAL), evtomiotnke e€aoBevnuévog Kat
KaBnAwuévog otnv meploxy Aywou lwavvn. Kot oe auth tnv mepinmtwon 6ev umipxav evoeifelg
SnAntnplaong A TpaupaTIopoU, OTOTE SV XPELAOTNKE N Edappoyr MPWTWV Bonbelwv oto medlo. To MouAl
UETADEPONKE AUECA O KTNVLOTPLKA KAWLIKA Yl teplBaAdn kot £metta oto kKévtpo mepiBaAng dyplog
{wng NG Ymnpeoiag Onpag kat Navidag. Mapouciale VEUPOAOYIKA CUUMTWHATA, XWPLG OHWE va
StamiotwOel n attia. AmeheuBepwbnke tov Anpiiio 2025.

E€etdoelg ota SU0 MOUALA Ao TG KTNVIATPLKEG YIINPeoileg £6waoav 0pVNTLIKA OMOTEAECATO O EAEYXO YLa
yplnn twv mtnvwy, PeudomavwAn ) mupetou tou AutikoU Neilou. Ta eninmeda poAUBSou oto aipa frav
KOTW Ao TO 0pLo TOELKOTNTAG.

H &paon C1.1 evioyuoe TNV ETOLLOTNTA KAL TNV LKAVOTNTO TAPEUPACNG O MEPLOTATIKA SnAntnplaong,
umnootnpilovtog amoteAeopatikd tn Statrpnon tou sidouc.
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Treated incidents of Griffon Vultures in distress (2020-2024)

Introduction

In an effort to reduce mortality among Griffon Vultures (Gyps fulvus) resulting from poisoning
incidents, Action C1.1 of the “LIFE with Vultures CY” focused on the production and dissemination of
anti-poison first-aid kits. This action complements the operation of Anti-poison Dog Units (ApDUs)
under Action C1.2, which increases the likelihood of detecting poisoned vultures while they are still
alive but incapacitated.

The purpose of the kits (see image 1 in Annex) was to provide basic but essential first aid to stabilize
affected birds until they can be transferred to specialized veterinary care.

To ensure their effective use, BirdLife Cyprus organised a specialised training (see image 2 in Annex)
with the support of the vet Constantinos Antoniou. Participants to the training were Game and Fauna
Service wardens, officers from the Department of Forests, and wardens from the Sovereign Base
Areas. Participants received specialized training on administering first aid to grounded vultures,
including safe handling techniques and the application of the kit’s contents.

The first-aid kit included basic veterinary equipment for the immediate treatment of a poisoned bird,
as well as a leaflet with detailed instructions for use. In total, approximately 70 first aid kits were
prepared in early March 2023. Each kit was equipped with basic tools and veterinary drugs (Syringe,
VetWraps, NaCl solution, Carbovet gel, alcohol, anti-parasitic solution and atropine required for the
emergency treatment of poisoned or injured vultures. The kits were strategically distributed across
key locations within the Griffon Vulture’s range. Recipients included GFS patrol units, Community
Councils, local police stations, forest stations, and other frontline personnel such as rural
veterinarians and BirdLife Cyprus monitoring programme participants.

Report on treated incidents between 2020 - 2024

Between 2020 — 2024, there were two recorded incidents involving Griffon Vultures that required
human intervention and veterinary care.

The first case involved a Griffon Vulture with ring number LLM, named Artemis. This individual had
been released in Cyprus in September 2022 as part of the restocking efforts, having been born in
Spain in 2021.

The bird was detected via GPS as being unusually inactive in a dense forest area close to the core
range of the species. Several attempts were made to capture it. For a few days, the GPS tag lost
satellite connectivity and ceased transmitting, thus delaying the team to locate the bird. Eventually,
on 7 March 2023, the vulture was located and retrieved (see image 3 in Annex). Upon collection, there
were no signs of poisoning or physical injury, and thus, the first aid kit was not required. The bird was
immediately transported to a veterinarian, where it received prompt care. After a short stay at the
clinic, it was transferred to the Game and Fauna Service rehabilitation center for acclimatization and
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Treated incidents of Griffon Vultures in distress (2020-2024)

monitoring. The vulture was successfully released on 7 April 2023 in the presence of a local school
group, as part of the project’s educational and awareness-raising efforts.

The second incident concerned a Griffon Vulture with ring number CAL named Poco, also born in
Spain in 2021 and released in Cyprus in September 2022. The GPS tag from this bird showed it was
unusually inactive in the Agios loannis area. Game and Fauna Service made several attempts to
capture it while it was still capable of flight. It was only after its condition deteriorated that it was
successfully captured during the night on 11 March. As in the previous case, there were no strong
indications of poisoning and the bird’s condition did not necessitate immediate use of the first aid kit
on the spot. However, the vulture was promptly transported to a specialized veterinary clinic, where
it received thorough examinations and around 10 days of intensive care at the veterinary clinic (see
image 4 in Annex). On 20 March 2023, it was transferred to the rehabilitation facility of the Game and
Fauna Service (see image 5 in Annex), where it remained for approximately 40 days. The bird exhibited
some neurological symptoms during its recovery. Despite comprehensive diagnostics, including X-
rays and tests for lead poisoning, the exact cause of its condition could not be determined. Following
a full recovery, the vulture was released on 30 April 2025, again in the presence of a local school group
to help raise awareness about wildlife protection and the threats facing vultures.

Both birds were tested negative for Avian influenza, Newcastle disease, and West Nile. Xrays did not
show injuries or shots. Lead levels were 24pug/kg for Vulture LLM and 60 pg/kg for Vulture CAL.

Conclusion

The implementation of Action C1.1, which included the workshop, and the preparation and
distribution of first-aid kits has strengthened the capacity of field personnel to respond to poisoning
and injury incidents affecting Griffon Vultures. Evidently, such incidents may occure and prompt
reaction might save the life of a bird. While the first aid kits were not directly used in the two recorded
interventions, their strategic availability and the associated training ensure preparedness for future
cases where immediate care may be critical for survival. The successful rescue and rehabilitation of
the two vultures also highlight the importance of rapid response mechanisms, continuous monitoring
through GPS technology, and collaboration for species conservation.
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Annex — Images from the activities mentioned in this report

Image 2: First-aid workshop for wildlife
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Image 4: During veterinary care at the clinic (GV CAL)
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Image 5: Birds CAL (left) and LLM (right) at the Game and Fauna Service rehabilitation center
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