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Outcomes of the International conference on
achievements and challenges in wildlife crime

Introduction

The European Union has recognized the illegal killing of birds as a main threat to birds and other
biodiversity, consequently, prioritising the increase in measures and their effectiveness to
combat illegal killing, trapping and trade of birds.

The illegal use of poison is widely recognized as one of the most servere issues related to illegal
killing of birds and is confirmed to be among the top direct threats to protected species in
Europe. The Multi-species Action Plan to Conserve African-Eurasian Vultures (Vulture MsAP),
which was adopted by the CMS in 2017, also recognises measures against electrocution and
collision with energy infrastructures a high priority to vulture conservation.

The International Conference on achievements and challenges of wildlife crime that took place
in Limassol between 22-24 May 2024, focused on three main threats and steps towards their
solution: illegal use of poison, trapping and killing as well as electrocutions and collisions on
energy infrastructure. Increasing the efforts against wildlife crime, on both EU and national level,
can have a significant impact on reducing mortality rates of species and in combination with
conservation actions this can lead to recovery of populations, such as the Griffon Vulture and
other raptor species.

The Conference brought together experts that work in the area of wildlife crime for a networking
get-together to exchange best-practices around this topic. The Conference provided an
opportunity to share up-to-date achievements and challenges across the Balkan and the
Mediterranean regions and enhance collaboration between LIFE projects.

The Conference was organised by BirdLife Cyprus and the Vulture Conservation Foundation
under the framework of the LIFE project “LIFE with Vultures CY” (LIFE18 NAT/CY/001018)
implemented in Cyprus, and the BalkanDetox LIFE project (LIFE19 GIE/NL/001016). It covered
three major aspects of wildlife crime, common throughout the Mediterranean and Balkan
regions; trapping, poisoning, electrocution & collision. The Conference also supported the
closing actions of the LIFE with Vultures CY project and the shaping of future actions in Cyprus
against wildlife crime.

The challenges associated with investigation and prosecution of wildlife crimes were presented
by relevant competent authorities across the region, giving them the opportunity to share their
experience and expertise in overcoming these challenges. With such discussions, the conference
aimed to contribute to regional connectivity between the relevant law enforcement authorities
for combating wildlife crime, which is also one of the priorities of the BalkanDetox LIFE project.

One of the main pillars of the BalkanDetox LIFE project is reinforcement of institutional
capacities regarding investigation and management of poisoning incidents through the provision
of specialised training for law enforcement agents. To this end, the Vulture Conservation



Foundation has established with the support of the MAVA Foundation and Junta de Andalucia,
the Wildlife Crime Academy (WCA) in Spain. The WCA is an educational programme that
combines a number of key elements in which the participants are given the opportunity to learn
about all important aspects related to investigation and management of incidents associated to
wildlife crime. This Conference provided an opportunity to share the impact that the WCA
experience has had on practices in investigation of wildlife crime across several regions, sharing
success stories as well as learning opportunities.

Main conclusions

Crime against wildlife is a major threat to biodiversity, and is a set as a priority to be addressed
by NGOs, enforcement agencies (Europol, national police forces) and international conventions
(Convention for Migratory Species).

When adequate resources and investment are spent, it works —illegal poisoning of wildlife, for
example, has been decreasing in Spain and in the Balkans, while illegal trapping of song birds
has also decreased significantly in Cyprus.

Three areas are key to see progress in the fight against wildlife crime

1) there should be adequate legislation (sufficient in most of Europe),

2) there should be adequate enforcement and enforcement agencies should be equipped
and motivated to investigate wildlife crime, which is often difficult to investigate, and,
most importantly,

3) prosecutors and judges should be aware of the impact and dimension of wildlife crime
and should take far more cases to court to restrict the current impunity.

Joining forces and coordinating between all these stakeholders is a must, as is communication
focussing on prevention of wildlife crime.

The 80 participants in the conference - members of biodiversity conservation NGOs, the
judiciary, police and the government, representing over 10 countries, have agreed to keep
working together to solve wildlife crime, implementing some of the above solutions.

lllegal trapping and poisoning:

In concrete forms, the participants agreed that:

- the Vulture Conservation Foundation’s Wildlife Crime Academy is a great conduit for the
above which fosters collaboration, and so it should continue. The EU’s LIFE funding
programme has just decided to continue to fund it, and further financing should be sought
after.

- the establishment of formal or informal national working groups and/or forums on wildlife
crime is often a good way to progress on this issue, as coordination among national
authorities is key. Often the development of national action plans help achieve concrete
goals.



- in terms of the enforcement agencies, improving wildlife crime investigation techniques
and capacity is a must. This often involves setting up specialized police units on wildlife,
including the establishment of anti-poison dog units, and understanding well the motives
and drivers of wildlife crime. Progress in the fight against the illegal killing of song birds can
be significantly boosted from accurate evaluations of socioeconomic drivers (following
examples from Cyprus)

- Having adequate capacity to detect poison and other toxic substances (central reference
labs with toxicological capacity) is necessary. This goes hand in hand with the establishment
of operational protocols defining modus operandi, which respects the chain of custody and
allows for evidence to be present to the justice

- Poisoning of wildlife has also a human health dimension, as substance used can be lethal
to mankind

- Monitoring progress in the fight against wildlife crime is also important. The establishment
of centralised databases, and baselines, is fundamental for efficient and effective
monitoring. Tracking wildlife with GPS tags often provides a quick method to identify
wildlife crime, sometimes proving crucial in enforcement procedures.

- Prevention of wildlife crime is also key, so information campaigns and awareness
programmes are a must, including public recognition of wildlife crime, as long as these
campaigns are conducted in a rural development context, with empathy to the needs of
local communities, and always valuing the primary sector.

- Judiciary and public prosecutors play a vital role, and need to be more involved, as
currently there seems to be a generalised sense of impunity due to lack of legal
consequences. We need more solid cases to reach the (criminal or administrative) courts
and end up with a penal/administrative sanction. Best practice of Spain where specialized
unit of environmental prosecutors push the interest of the public and the country in terms
of environmental law, while work should also focus on updating the programme of the
judiciary academy to enhance the focus on this type of crime.

- Continued awareness raising is a key aspect of the anti-poison and anti-trapping effort,
especially in rural areas.

- National action plans against poisoning with measurable targets are needed to ensure
efforts and commitment by all stakeholders in the long-term.

Electrocution & Collision on energy infrastructure:

The participants of the Conference also presented and discussed the issue of mortality due to
collision and electrocution on the energy infrastructure. The main conclusions were:

- Electrical infrastructure does cause mortality and threatens endangered species all over
the world. This is going to get worse in the future with increasing need for energy and the
need to make the transition to climate-friendly energy production

- Mapping of high-risk areas absolutely essential to plan development of energy
infrastructure and mitigate impacts on biodiversity

- Guiding principles should be to avoid increasing threats through adequate planning of new
energy infrastructure, and mitigation measures to be established on existing
infrastructure

- Changing the pylon designs and burying cables should be promoted for all future expansion
of electric network. Changing wire in sensitive areas, i.e. installation of XLPE wire, should
be promoted. These provide permanent solutions while retrofitting and marking powerlines
are not considered a long-term solution and have high maintenance needs.



- All stakeholders must work and collaborate for resolving issues more efficiently

- Legislation should evolve to include liability and obligation to mitigate impacts (like in
Spain)

- Itis necessary to undertake monitoring impact of mitigation and overall progress. Tagging
of wildlife is a cost-effective method.

- Funding will be needed to continue to mitigate impacts of existing network. Green taxing
and income from new infrastructure should be used to mitigate impacts

- Technical guidelines (white papers) aid electricity agencies and companies to adopt correct
mitigation measures against electrocution and collisions on infrastructure.
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Juvoyn

H mapavoun xprion dnAnNTnplacpévwy SOAWUATWY Kol N apdvopn nayidsuon avayvwpilovtot
EUPEWG WG oL KUPLEG HEBOSOL Ttapavoung BavAatwaong dypLwy TIOUALWY, EVW AoTeAOUV EMiong
ONUOVTLKA OIELAR ylo tpootateudpeva idn ayplag {wng otnv Eupwrin. Métpa mpoAnyng ya
N Melwon meplotatikwv mpdokpouong Kal nAektpomAnéiag Ayplwv TOUAWVY oto biktuo
NAEKTPLKAG EVEPYELAG avayvwpllovtal eniong W ONUAVIIKA Brpata yla TV mpoctacio Twv
yunwv tng AdpLkig kat tng Eupaociag.

Sta mAaiola tTwv épywv LIFE «Zwr pe toug limeg» (LIFE18 NAT/CY/001018) kai «LIFE
BalkanDetox» (LIFE19 GIE/NL/001016), to BirdLife Cyprus kat to Vulture Conservation
Foundation Slopyavwoav éva SteBvég ouvedplo pe titho «EykAnua katd tng ayplag {wng:
Erutevypata kat MpokARoelg», omou napeupednkav 80 atopa amno 12 xwpes. To cuvESpLO auTO
TpaypaTonoOnke otn AgPeco otig 22 — 24 Mailou 2024 Kal ETLKEVIPWONKE O TPELG KUPLES
QMEEG KAL OTOUG TPOTOUG EMIAUGONG TOUG: TTOPAVON XpPron SnANTNPLaopévVwY SOAWUATWY,
napavoun mayidevon kot Bavatwon, kot nAsektpormAnéiec kal mpookpouoel oto Siktuo
NAEKTPLKAG EVEPYELAG. ZKOTIOG TOU oUVESPLOU NTav N avtaAlayr BEATIOTWY MPAKTIKWY yLa TNV
OVTLUETWIILON TNG TOPAVOUNG Bavatwong Kal Tn HEWon TwV EMUTTWOEWY TOU OLKTUOU
NAEKTPLKAG EVEPYELOG oTNV aypla Lwr), aAAd Kal n SIKTUWon HETAEY OPYAVLOUWY KAl EPYWV YL
TILO OTEVEG OUVEPYAOLEC.

OL CUMPETEXOVTEG avayvwWPLoaV OTL TO EyKANUA KaTA TNG ayplag {wng amoteAsl pia and g
KUPLEG amelAéG yia TN BLOMOLKIAOTNTA, Kal OTL N emiAucn tou TPoPARATOC TIPETEL val gival
npotepatotnta ylo MKO, oxetikég apuodleg apyxeg kal Siebvelc oupPacelg. AkohouBwvtag Ta
napadelypata tng lomaviag kot Twv BaAkaviwv Omou mopatnpeital onuavtkn Helwon ota
enineda SnAntnplaocng ayplag Lwng, kabwg Kat To mapadetypa tng Kompou omou ta enineda
napavoung moyideuong mouAwy €xouv pelwBel, slval epdavég OTL Ue EMAPKELG TTOPOUC KoL
TPOOTIABDELEG, N BTk aAAayn elval LK. ZUYKEKPLUEVQ, OL EMOPKELG VOUoBEeoieg, n emiBoAn
TOUG, N evaLoOnTomnoinon eloayyeAEwv Kal SIKAOTWY OXETIKA HE TG EMUMTWOELG TOU EYKARLATOC
KATA TN ayplog {wng, aAAG Kat n cuvepyaoia petafl oxeTikwy popEwv, amotedolv amapaitntn
Bdon yla TNV anmoteAEOUATLKI AVTLLETWITN TOU TIPORARLATOG,.

H oupBoAn twv ekmaldeutikwy oepvapiwv tou Wildlife Crime Academy mou mapéxel to Vulture
Conservation Foundation otnv KatamoAéunon Tou eyKANUOTOG Katd NG ayplag {wng Atav
eudavng, adou kataypddnke onpaviikr BeAtiwaon otig Stadikaoieg dtepelvnong kat Slwéng oe
OPKETEG XWPEC artd TG omnoleg dpopeig EAaBav uépog ota oeptvapla autd. H xpnuotoddtnon twv
ogpLvaplwy autwv ouveyiletal, e okomd vo BeATlwOoUV MEpPALTEPW OL TTPAKTIKEG Ot SLleBVEC
emninedo kot va evneEPWOOUV MEPLOCOTEPOL OPYAVLOMOL OO SLOLPOPETLKEG TTEPLOXEC.

H dnuwoupyia €Bvikwy oxediwv Kal opadwyv dpdcng yla TNV KOTATOAEUNGCN TNG TTAPAVOUNG
Bavatwong ayplag Iwng pmopel va kaBodnynosL TG MPoomdbeleg ywa v emiluon tou
TMPOPAAUATOC KAl TNV €MITEVEN OUYKEKPLUEVWY oTo)Xwv. Emiong, n dnpioupyila mpwTtokOAAwY
EVEPYELWV Ta omoia meplypddouv Tnv aAknAouxia Kot mopela Twv dpAoewv PeTAED TwV PopEwV
Tou gpmAékovtal otn Slepelivnon eyKANUATWY Katd Tng ayplag (wng mpowbel tn cuvepyaoia
KOl TN owotn Olaxelplon MEPLOTATIKWY. ZnUAVIIKOL Ttapdyovieg yla tn PeAtiwon tng
Slepelivnong MEePLOTATIKWY €lval n Snuloupylo e€ELOLKEVUEVWY OLOTUVOULKWY LOVASWY yla TV
aypta Lwn, cupnepAopBavopivwy Kal Twv Opadwy IkUAwv Avixveuong AnAntnplacpevwy
AoAwpdtwy, KaBwg Kat n xpnuatodotnon yua tn Ste€aywyr €€elSIKEVUEVWV TOELKOAOYLIKWY



avaAloEwv yla TNV aviyveuon Kol TOUTOMOLNON OUCLWV Of TEPLOTATLKA XPNONG
SnAnTnplacpévwv SoAWUATWY.

3TO CUVESPLO €Miong mapoucLaoTnKav Kal oculntnénkav Béuata avénuévng Bvnoluotntag
AypPLWV TTOUALWV AOYW TPOCKPOUCEWV Kol NAEKTPOMANELWY OTO SIKTUO NAEKTPLKNG EVEPYELAG. H
OUVEXNG auUEavOpEevVn avaykn NAEKTPLKAG evépyelag, oAl Kal n petafacn otnv mpdaoclvn
evépyela odnyel otnv eméktaon Ttou OLKTUOU HETAdOPAC NAEKTPLKAG EVEPYELAG KoL WG
anotéAeopa otnV endeivwon Twv EMMTWoewv otnv aypta {wr). H kataypadn Twv EMUTTWOEWV
Tou SiktUou petadopdg otnv mrnvomavida, Wlwg HEOw TOPMWV, €lval CNUOVTLKA OTnv
avayvwplon mepLloxwv uPpnAov Kvduvou.

H xaptoypadnon twv meploxwv uPnAou kwwduvou mpdokpouong kal nAektpomAnéiag elvat
arapaitntn ylo tnv aeldpopo avamtuén Twv EVEPYELAKWY UTIOSOUWV KOL TOV UETPLOCUO TWV
ETUMTWOEWV OTA €16N mou ennpedlovtal. Me auto tov TPomo pnopouv va amodeuyBouv ot
ETUNPOOOETEC AMEIAEG A0 VEQ £pYa AVATITUENG OE eVALlOBNTEG TEPLOXEG KOl VAL EPAPLOCTOUV
METPO METPLOOMOU 0TI UGDLOTAUEVEG YPOMUMEG ylo TNV TPOAnYn Kal elaylotomoinon
TEPLOTATIKWY TIPOOKPOUGoNG Kal nAektpomAnéiag. Qotooo, UTtAPXOUV LOVLUEG AUCELG TTOU TIPETTEL
va powBnBouv os KABe PEANOVTLK EMEKTOON TOU NAEKTPLKOU SLKTUOU OMWE UTIOYEL SikTua
METadOPAC EVEPYELAG KOl AAAAYEG OTOUG TUTIOUG TTAooAAwv Kot koAwdiwv, og avtiBeon pe t
HOVWOoN Kal T onuaveon KaAwdiwv ol onoleg amoteAoUv mpoowptvr Avaon.
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Conference Agenda

International conference on achievements and challenges in wildlife crime

DAY 1, 22 MAY 2024
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" ’ ' BirdLife Cyprus for the conservation of Griffon Vultures in Cyprus
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O Conservation Foundation
(%) Jovan Andevski, Vulture Wildlife Crime Academy: lessons learned across
— 10.10-10.25 Conservation Foundation Euro d the Balk
T pe and the Balkans
— 10.25 — 10.45 Jose-Antonio Alfaro, Wildlife Crime and Europol — How is Europol
O ) ' Europol involved, what can countries do on a local level.
= P ; ; -
= e forcn s e Comerton o gt e
= |10.45-11.00 | Papazoglou, CMS 16 [ntereo . .
L . lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds
(%) Secretariat . .
in the Mediterranean
Ruben Moreno-Opo, . . . . . -
11.00-11.15 | Spanish Ministry for the Spamsh .experlence in the fight against wildlife
. - crime (video)
Ecological Transition
11.15-11.35 | Coffee break
11.35— 11:50 Haris Hadjistyllis, Game Wildlife Crime and Cyprus — learning through
'J) ) ) and Fauna Service case studies
Z 11.50 — 12.05 Vyronas Vyronos, Cyprus Difficulties in investigating poisoning and ways
<< ’ ) Police forward
2 > Katerina Liveri, Challenges in Toxicological Analysis of wildlife
wn o | 12.05-12.20 | State General Laboratory, samples at the Forensic Chemistry and
E O Cyprus Toxicology Lab , of the SGL
@) E 12.20—12.35 Martha Petrou, BirdLife What have we learned from the first Anti-poison
i g ’ ' Cyprus & Terra Cypria Dog Units for Cyprus
w 12 35— 12.50 Tassos Shialis, BirdLife lllegal trapping of birds: achievements and
g E ) ' Cyprus challenges in Cyprus
o 12,50 — 13.05 Yiannis Louca, Inspector, Effective tackling of Bird Trapping - Poaching in
& ) ' Sovereign Base Area Police | the ESBAs
o 13.05-13.30 | Discussion
13.30-15.00 | Lunch break and coffee (at hotel)
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Jovan Andevski, Vulture

Evaluation of national capacities in the fight

8_ 15.00-15.10 Conservation Foundation against wildlife crime
() 15.10 — 15.25 Klea Duro, AOS & Ledi Overview of wildlife crime situation in Albania:
S ) ' Selgjekaj, PPNEA challenges and achievements
"'C" Overview of wildlife crime situation in Republic
= 15.25-15.40 | Tarik Dervovic, Nase Ptice of Bosnia and Herzegovina: challenges and
g achievements
= " . Overview of wildlife crime situation in Croatia:
= 15.40 - 15.55 | Marija Martinko, BIOM .
© challenges and achievements
= 15.55-16.10 | Robert Straughan, LPO Overview of wildlife cnmej situation in France:
5 challenges and best practices
§ 16.10—16.25 | Nadia Sideri. HOS Overview of wildlife crime situation in Greece:
- ) ' ! challenges and best practices
2 Overview of wildlife crime situation in Republic
‘o 16.25-16.40 | Arta Starova, MES of North Macedonia: challenges and
(%D achievements
E 16.40 - 16.55 Milene Matos, VCF Overview on wildlife crlm.e situation in Portugal:
00 challenges and best practices
o 16.55-17.10 | Milan Ruzié, BPPPS Serbia Overview of wildlife cnmg situation in Serbia:
c challenges and best practices
|_
17.10-17.30 | Discussion and conclusions
17.30-19.30 | Networking & time off
19.30 Dinner (at Karatello Tavern, old town)
DAY 2, 23 MAY 2024
Time Speaker Title of presentation
08.30—-09.00 | Registration for day 2 and welcome coffee
09.00 = 09.15 x;:f:IsHPi;?cr:ponas, Wildlife Crime in Greece: Cases and experiences from
’ ) v LIFE Natura Themis & LIFE Bonelli eastMed projects
Museum of Crete
Nikos Kassinis, Game | Impact of energy infrastructure on protected species
09.15-09.30 ) . . .
c and Fauna Service Bonelli’s eagle and Griffon Vulture in Cyprus
2 Carlota Viada White paper on electrocution in Spain: solution
& | 09.30-09.45 | Sauleda, GREFA, pap pain:
Q . strategies & ways forward
wn Spain
= Rubén Moreno-Opo,
© 09.45 — 10.00 Spanish Ministry for | Practices on powerline retrofitting and regulation
& ) ’ the Ecological in Spain (video_
(&} -
c Transition
= Fiammetta e . . -
. Mitigating threats for the Griffon Vulture in Sardinia:
10.00-10.15 | Berlinguer, Poisoning and impact of energy infrastructure
University of Sassari & P &Y
10.15-10.30 | Hristo Peshev, FWFF Early warning system for preventing mass poisoning
of vultures
10.30-11.00 | Coffee break
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Carlos Toledano Zapater, SEPRONA,

Case study on investigates wildlife

n 11.00-11.20 Guardia Civil - Spain crime case - Spanish example
% Fjoralba Tota, National Inspectorate Case study on investigates wildlife
=z 11.20-11.40 | for the Protection of the Territory crime casZ  Albania egxam le
© (IKMT) Albania P
3 Dejan Radosevi¢, State Institute for
o 11.40 — 12.00 conservation of cultural, historical Case study on investigates wildlife
o ' ’ and natural heritage of Republika crime case — B&H example
8 Srpska
,_3 Mara Gerovac, Croatian Police; Case study on investigates wildlife
12.00-12.20 o . . .
0 Zagreb PD, Criminal police Sector crime case — Croatia example
o Konstantinos Zormpas, Natural . . s
g 12.20-12.40 | Environment and Climate Change S;::esf:l:sjz f)grlz;/ckes;t)l(ga?]eslewﬂdhfe
v Agency (N.E.C.C.A.), Greece P
Q Darko Blinkov & Marina Malish, State . . I~
S Environmental Inspectorate Case study on investigates wildlife
3 12.40-13.00 " crime case — North Macedonia
o Department for support, analytics
. . . example
g and international cooperation
© 13.00 — 13.20 Slobodan Markovi¢, Bird Protection Case study on investigates wildlife
o ) ) and Study Society of Serbia crime case — Serbia example
13.20—-13.40 | Discussion
13.20-14.50 | Lunch break and coffee (at hotel)
14.50 - 15.00 Intro to sessions
Break-out sessions:
-5' ” Splitin 3 groups with facilitators to list priorities
o < 15.00-16.30 | 1. Powerlines
1 O . .
x = 2. Poisoning
© .
Q $ 3. Trapping
cE Y 116.30-17.00 | Present results of break-out sessions & next steps
17.00—-17.10 | Final words and conclusions
17.10-19.30 | Networking
19.30 Dinner (at Syrian Restaurant, 10mins walk from conference venue)
End of Conference
DAY 3, 24 MAY 2024
EXCURSION DEPART FROM ATLANTICA MIRAMARE BEACH AT 08.00

BACK TO HOTEL AT 16.20
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